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PREFACE. 


* 


HE Author having a long and intimate acquaint- 
ance with the General Baptiſts, and finding that 
many people knew very little of them, and that little 
greatly to their prejudice, determined him to put down 
a few particulars for their information ; and he hopes 
an attentive Reader may form a tolerable idea of them 
from the following comprehenſive Account. He has 
been particularly careful to avoid partiality and miſre- 
preſentation ; and if ſome things carry in them a ſha- 
dow of blame, this could not be avoided, unleſs the 
people had been blameleſs. 
A hiſtory of their riſe and progreſs might have been 
grateful to ſome, but the propoſed price would not ad- 
mit of it; beſides, he has been informed, that another 
perſon has collected materials for ſuch a work. On this 
account he could not do it with propriety. | 
Some may think he has ſaid too much on Predeſtina- 
tion. It ſhould be remembered, that it is a ſubje& in 
which they, as General Baptiſts, have a great deal to do. 
He did not know how to give their ideas on it in fewer 
words, with the reaſons which prevail with them to mili- 
tate againſt it. He fears ii is now done too ſparingly to 
give the Reader proper information on this ſubject, and 
ſome others which are connected with it. He believes 
they will generally allow, that what he has written, is 
true; but wiſh that more, and that more to the purpoſe, 
had been added.—He hopes the Reader's candour will 
excuſe his quoting the ſame paſſages of Scripture, in 
different parts of the work : it was becauſe they ſeemed 
A 2 8 to 


iv PREFACE; 
to him the moſt proper, though others might have been 
found to anſwer the ſame purpoſe. 

He begs that the General Baptiſts will cauſe their chil- 
dren to be well inſtructed in the following pages; that 
they may know, and know in time, what their parents 


believe and practice; ; and why they do ſo. This was 


a leading deſign in the work. The Author at firſt in- 
tended it as a Catechiſm, for their more immediate uſe; 
but was prevailed on to expand it, for reaſons e 
ſary to mention here. This may ſerve as an apology 


for ſome puerile thoughts which are yet retained, It is 
now altered from queſtion and anſwer, to Lg | 


betwixt a Baptiſt and his Neighbour. 


He wiſhes it to be noted, that this is. not deſigned as 


a proper defence of the General Baptiſts ; though he 
looks on them as the moſt ſcriptural of any protetiors, 
who have come under his notice; he is conſcious that 
he has neither time nor talents to tread in the thorny 
maze of controverſy, to ſupport them, were that neceſ- 
ſary.— Critics know better than to expect any thing 
from a Mechanic, for their gratification, He would 


not willingly offend 5 but he cannot hope for their 


ſmile. 
If he knows his own heart, the glory of God is his 


main object; and he hopes it is calculated to promote 
that end, by informing the ignorant ſtopping the | 
mouths of falſe accuſers removing the prejudices of 


ſome whoſe minds have been biaſed by miſrepreſentation 


and falſhood ; as well as by reminding the General 


Baptiſts on what ground they ſtand, and the principal 
reaſons for their condu&t.—This, he thinks, ſufficiently 
juſtifies him in ſending it to the preſs ; and all the rea- 


ſons in the world, without this, he thould eſteem frivo- 
| lous and vain, To 
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A COMPREHENSIVE 


ACCOUNT, &: 


SECTION 1. 


IWhat their Religion is, and the Rule * which it is 
regulated. | 


Neighb. HAT do they mean by Religion? 
Bapt. That knowledge—reverence — 
550 and worſhip of God; that confidence in him, and 
obedience to him, which are his due, as their Maker 
Preſerver—BenefaQor, and Sovereign. 

N. What is the rule of their Religion ? 

B. The Bible: conſiſting of the books of the Old 
and New Teſtaments. 

N. Have they no ſet of articles, or rule of faith, | 
formed from the Scriptures, as a ſtandard of their re- 
ligious tenets? 

B. No; they think that what God has NE it 
is their duty to know : what God has promiſed, it is 
their duty to believe: what God has commanded, it is 5 
their duty to perform. That the Bible is quite ſuffici- 
ent for every religious purpole. 

N. Do they think it their duty to perform all that 
which is commanded, in the Old and New Teſtaments? 

B. No; ſome commands are to particular perſons in 
particular circumſtances, which a are only obligatory in | 
thoſe particular caſes, 


| B V. | 
py | 5 V. Can 


2 hat their Religion is, and 

N. Can you give an inſtance ? 

B. Yes; that to Abraham, to offer up his ſon, Gen. 
xxli. 2, That to Iſrael, to gather manna, Exod. xvi. 
16. and many more. 

N. Do they think it their duty to perform all which 

are of a general nature? 
B. No; ſome were political; to Iſrael as a nation : 
—ſome were typical, and accompliſhed in Chriſt :— 
ſome are moral, and of univerſal obligation: - ſome 
evangelical, and given particularly to Chriſtians. 

. 3 to give an example of each. 

B. I. Political: Lev. xxv. almoſt wholly ſo: being 
2 Re of precepts relative to their great Jubilee, 
2. Typical: Lev. xvi. throughout. This contains 
the ſtatutes concerning their yearly FOO or a- 
tonement, 

3. Moral : Exod. xx. Matt. xx11. 36—41. the duty of 
mankind reſpecting God and our Neighbour. 

4. Evangelical: Acts ii. 37. 1 Cor. xi. 23z—25. 1 
John iti. 23. Theſe paſſages contain directions to Chriſ- 
tlans; and properly to none elſe, 

I. Do they always obſerve this diſtinction? 

. No; they commonly look on the commandments 
to be either moral or politive. 
NM. Can you make this diſtinction more obvious ? 
B. Yes; Jeſus, by a poſitive appointment, has made 
it the duty of Believers to be baptiſed, Matt. xxviii. 19. 
Mark xvi. 16, This is the duty of Belicvers only : 
Acts vii. 37. and their duty only once. But the mo- 
ral law ſhews it the duty of all men always to love God 
with all their heart, and their Neighbour as themſelves. 
The obligation to this is everlaſting. No e 

of Heaven can excuſe us ſrom this, 

N. Do they think themſelves equally obliged to ob- 
ſerve both moral and poſitive precepts? 

3. Yes ; ſince the lame Lord commands both : 


= 


the Rule by which it is regulated. 3 
your ſervant is obligated to obey you in ſmall things 
as well as in great ones. 
VV. How do they know what commands are  aboliſh- 
ed, and what are ſtill in force? 

B. Principally by the New Teſtament. 
V. Do not they find this very difficult ? 
B. Yes; in ſome caſes. | N 
NV. How do they ſettle thoſe caſes ? 

B. Let them go unſettled. 

N. But when it relates to an article of faith, or rule 
of conduct; how do they act then ? | 

B. This is ſeldom the caſe. Scripture is generally 
plain on what relates to faith and duty: yet, if difficul- 
ties occur here; they take and give the liberty to act 
according to the beſt judgment they can form. 

1 Does not this liberty ; occaſion confuſion and ſchiſm ? 
B. Not neccitarily ; but a great mean to Prevent 

both. 

N. How can that be? 5 

B. Becauſe, where there is no law, there is no tranſ- 
greſſion: and if there be a law, which is underſtood 
differently, they are at liberty to act differently. In 
theſe caſes they are e only accountable to God and con- 
ſcience. IT 

N. Have they not Teachers and Rulers } ? Have not 
theſe authority to appoint their duty ; to praiſe the o- 
bedient, to cenſure the diforderly, &c.? _ 

B. They have both Teachers and Rulers, choſen 04 
appointed by themſelves to their various work, whoſe 
puſineſs it is to explain and enforce the Scriptures, and 
to overſee the affairs of the Church; but theſe have no 
power to appoint any thing; cenſure any thing further 

than they prove it right or wrong by Scripture: and 

when they attempt it, they cenſure them. 

N. Do not they frequently find, that in a number of 
perſons, there will be different opinions; that each is 
B 2 tenacious 


<= 


4 That their Religimn is, and 


tenacious of his own ; and that this occaſions ſtrife and 


debate? 
B. Yes; ſometimes it is ſo. 
. Would it not be much better to have an umpire 


to ſettle all theſe diſputable points! 7 


B. Had the great God given them ſuch an umpire, 
they certainly would have thought it better; but as he 


has not, they think themſelves much better without. 
one 


W. Is there more than one true Religion ? Are not 
the wife and learned better able to judge of it than the 
ignorant and unlearned? would they not chooſe that for 
themſelves, and appoint it to their people? Is it not 
ſafcr to truſt a number of ſuch wiſe and learned men, 


than venture on what we may fancy to be right? 


B. Admitting all you ſay, yet they think this will 
not apply to the preſent caſe ; for, which mode of Reli- 


gion have not the wiſe and learned choſen and eſtabliſh- 


ed at one time or other? Where thoſe modes right 
when adopted, and wrong when rejected? At this time 
Epiſcopacy 1s eſtabliſhed in England, Preſbyterianiſm in 


Scotland, and Popery in Canada and Corſica. Which 


of theſe muſt they think the true Religion ? One Go- 


vernment has eſtabliſhed all three. 


N. 'This is clenching work ! do not you think this 


ſpee ks in favour of the Governme nt, 48 well as it being | 
an argument in favour of Diſſenters ? 


B. Undoubtedly it does both, *Tis 1 to find, 
that they do not inſiſt on their ſubjeQs ſubmitting to a 


particular mode of worſhip, nor ſay that they are here- 
tics for being of à different opinion and practice to 


themſelves. 


NM. But, do not they think there is ſomething to be | 
learned from the wiſdom a and experience of ages ? 


3. Yes; very much! | 
| N. What 
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the Rule by which it is regulated. 5 


V. What do % y learn wy it, if they W it whole- 
ſalc ? 

B. That is not the caſe. They rocking it as illuſtra- 
tion, but not as a ſtandard of truth. It moreover 
makes them prize the Bible, and ſtick cloſer to it's teach- 
ings. They ſee there is nothing to be depended on 
but the Bible; the naked Bible, without the opinions 
of men: if they add to it, or take from it, they are con- 
demned ; it they leave it, they are loſt, 


They are fully convinced, that 


THE Bible is the only Nele, 
In which they dare confide : 

The wiſeſt man is but a tool, 
Who takes another guide. 


The world by wildom never yet, 
Could find the heav'nly road ; 

And never will, till they ſubmit 
To ſcarch the Book of God. 


"Tis all uncertainty and gueſs; 
Yea worle, far worſe than ſo: 
They mult be wrong and judge amiſs, 
Who let the Bible go,— 


How guilty and how wretched they, 
Who lay this Book aſide! — 

O may] make it night and day, : 
My counſellor and guide. 
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SECTION I.. 
The Manner of their Morſip and leading Dec ines. 


Neg. WV HAT is the manner of their worſtip, 
| | . T4 13 they have no ſettled form? 

Bat. It is diiferent in different places. "The moſt 
common is to ling an Hymn-—to deliver a kind of ge— 


2 


meral Praver—to ſing another Hymn to take a Text 
of Scripture, and to preach from it about an 8 OUF—t0 


"ng another Hymn, and conclude in prayer. 
Do they ple muten inſtruments in their worſhip 5 

B.. Very tew.0r them: inftrumental muſic is gene- 
rally thought contrary to the New 'Veſtament practice. 

. Do they prav kneeling ? 

A. They generally pray ſtanding. 

Po they uſe any form of prayer ? 

B. No; I believe tree, e 

N. Do they preach by notes: 

B. They have no rite 4 for this part of their werſtip ; 
every Miniſter is at liberty to uſe his own diſcretion. 
They ſome of them put down a few leading thoughts: 
they diſapprove of reading ſermons. 

N. Do they uſe family prayer? 

B. Some do; many do not. 

V. Why do many of them neglect this? 

B. They have many things to give as reaſons ſor 
this. I mein thoſe who live in the neglect of tamyly 
Proper 
About Tory or fifty years 250, the Methodiſts 
3 a great ſtir; ; and (as J have been informed) in— 


ſtead of teaching ſinners to believe the Goſpel, urged 


them to pray for Faith, &. The Baptiſts thought this 
an error, which had a tendency to ſubvert, in ſome de- 
gree, the Saviour's commiſſion, Mark xv1. 15, 16. and 


'7 BY 
14 
2 
{4&8 
{8 
- ; 
Wh 
*: 
7 
! 
8 
9 
* 


0 N " wy 5 err 7 e CAGE f 
er FR ng e e . 4g. 12 1 7; as OL, Wear, wa < 5 2 8 0 , Te 2 8 bh, * 
1 ST ITE PS _ D * 9 n DET. rages © * I 
2 . RR MSG e * r n I, 5 3 
Ut > 4 LAOS = nt + ab 2 1 = - 8 
* P > 4 5 Nr 6 


7 Ru 


to 


7 


. 

N 

* 
1 
: 7 
* 5 


* 
* 
FP 2 
% 
F 
: 4 
iz 
"7 

» 
1 


+ 4 
Po 
7, 
1 
- 
+ 
"7 
* 
4 
25 
1 
* 
7 
? 03 


Rt of 


183 
A 
£9 

* 
1 

3 
1 
1 15 
2 
1 
"4 
4 
1 
4 

H 6 
* 

* 

: 


8 3 . 3 2 0 
. "4B 
3 


y 22 
n > 
2 ö * x 


, 8 en. 
8 - ae] es 
E Rp erg erg 
Df But IRE Ants 


* 8 
r ET 


3 


5" DR; "9 


= 
bes 


P 


a . 


Manner of Worſbip and leading Defrines. 7 
to lead ſinners into a ſnare : they, conſequently, op— 
poſed this praying for Faith. From this oppoſition 
ſome were led to think lightly of prayer in general; 
eſpecially of formal, and cven family prayer. This 
remains as a bar to ſome I believe even to this day, 

2. As they do not find it expreſsly commanded, they 
can ſcarcely think it right to be done; eſpecially as a 
duty. | ; | 
3. Many think it right to be done; but feel a back- 
wardnefs, and an inability to per! form it to their own 
edifncation, or to that of others; and arc apprehenſive, 
that it would rather hinder than promote the glory of 
God. | 

4. Some few have an averſion to every thing that 
borders on ferm, thinking it is calculated to injure or 
to deſteoy the life and power of true nee 5 and 
theretore oppoſe fawily Keligion in every ſhape. 

Theſe are the principal rcaſons which I have heard 


urged for the neg glect of family Prayer: as a people, 


they attend to it more than formerly, Several have 


recommended and enforced it both from the pulpit and 
the preſs: but old prejudices and cuſtoms are not ot cafily 


removed. | 

N, Do they never read the Scriptures, as a part of 
their public worlivip ? 

B. Yes: this is commonly done at their week-day 
Lectures, 

N. How are theſe Lectures conducted! 

B. Commonly the ſame as their preaching 1 
tunities ; only inſtead of taking a Text, they read : 
Chapter: Which done, they endeavour to open it 5 


meaning. to point out it's doctrines—and to enforce 


it's duties. | 
N. Can you give a brief ſketch of the leading Doc- 

trines whi ch they hold ? 5 | 

. Your 


8 Manner of I orſhiÞ and leading Doctrincs. 

B. Yes; but a brief ſketch muſt content you : and 
this will not apply to them univerſally ; they differ in 
their views on many ſubjects, 

They believe 

1. In the being and perfect: ons of one true God. 

2. In his making man in his own image, holy — 
happy—trec. 

2. In the fall of man through fin. | 

4. In the inability of man to recover himſelf ; and 
that his poſterity are in the ſame ſtate. 

5. In God promiſing, and at the laſt ſending his 
only begotten Son into the world to fave ſinners, 

6. In Chriſt giving. himſelf a ranſom for all, and 
being the propitiation for the fins of the whole world. 

7. In God inſpiring the Prophets and Apoſtles to 
ſpeak, or to write the holy Scriptures, which they re- 
ccive as a true revelation of his divine will. 


8. In the Holy Ghoſt convincing and quickening 


poor ſinners to feek after falvation :—in his dwelling i: 
_ believers, as a comforter and ſanctifier. 

9. That God freely pardons thoſe who cordially be- 
leve on Jeſus Chriſt. 

10. That true faith has a natural tendency to puriſꝝ 
the heart, and to promote holineſs of life. | 
II. That thoſe believers, who, through the Spirit, 

mortify the deeds of the body, ſhall live : : that thoſe, 
who live after the fleſh, ſhall die. 

12. That if any ſinner be eternally loft, it is his own 
fault: not only through his ſinning againſt. the law 
of God, but for rejecting his grace. 

13. That Jeſus Chriſt appointed two Ordinances, to 
be obſerved by Believers only :—Baptiſm, and the Lord's 
Supper. ' he firſt to be done only once, on a profeſ- 
ſion of faith; the ſecond often, asf commemorative 


feaſt. 
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Manner „Fl vrſtib and leading DeErines, 9 


14. That there will be a refurrection of the dead; 
both of the juſt and of the unjuſt. 

15. That there will be a general judgment; in which 
God will manifeſt the rectitude of tis conduct to all the 
WOr td, 

16. That there is a future ſtate of „ and of 
miſery; a by the names of Heaven and Hell. 

17. That in one or other of theſe ſtates, all man- 
nch mult have their final reſidence; according as they. 
have improved or abuſed the grace of God in this life. 

There are many other e which they belicve, 
but theſe contain what I underſtand to be their prin- 
cipal Doctrines. Remember, iber great rule is, to be- 
lieve what God lays to do what he appoints—to ex- 
pet what he promiſes in the Bible. 

N. Do they allow of a difference in docttine? 

B. Yes: ſome of them, freely; others, reluctantly. 

N, Can Unitarians and Trinitarians, Arminians and 
Socinians, Calviniſts and Wincheſterians, ſit down to- 
gether in the ſame Church? 

g. Some of them have ſo much candour, provided 


they believe that Jeſus Chriſt is the Son of God—are 


evidently religious and ſteady in their conduct, and 


purſue the truth and peace. Acts x. 34, 35. obliges 


them to do it. Of a truth I perceive that God is 
no reſpecter of perſons; but in every nation he that 
fearcth him, and worketh righteouſneſs, 1s accepted 


with him.” They do not know how to reject thoſe 


whom God receives. They are not inattentive to 
principle, knowing that to be the root; but they judge 
of 2 man more by his fruit than préfeflion. 
N. Do any of them ever dilown a Member fe! his 
particular tenets ? Wy „„ 
B. Very ſeldom: ſometimes this occaſions fo much 
contention and wrangling, that they mutually pa art for 
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SECTION III. 
Ther Thoughts on Predeſtinatian. 


rig. 0 not they differ in ſome things from 


thoſe of the orthodox faith? 

Bai. Probably they may: who, do you call the or- 
thodox ? | | 

N. The followers of that great reformer John Cal- 
vin : do not they call them fo ? 

B. No; it is a title which poſſibly the Calviniſts may 
arrogate to themſelves; on what pretence | cannot de- 
termine. 


N. What is there 1 in Calyiniſm which they think + er- 


roneous? 
B. There are ſeveral things which they think excep- 
tionable. 

N. I hope they approve of that great parent doctrine, 
eternal Predeſtination? 

B. They quite diſapprove of it, as it is 1 
underſtood. 

V. HoW do they think it is generally underſtood > 

HB, That the great God decreed from all eternity to 
ſave a certain 13 of perſons, thence called tle? 
that the reſt, he intentionally left in a ſtate of ſin 85 
death, to periſh everlaſtingly : without any reſpect to 
the virtue of the one, or the viciouſneſs of the other. 

NM. What reaſons have they for objecting to this? 

B. They have many reaſons : the tollowing my be 
the principal. 

1. The Scriptures (which are all we have to form a 
judgment of theſe things by) repreſent God as without 
partiality ; ; juſt, kind, merciful, gracious, long-ſuffer- 
ing, wile, good, not willing that any ſhould periſh; 
ſtretching out his hands ul the Gay long to a diſobedient 
and 
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Their Thoughts on Predeſlination. I1 


and gainſaying people; ſo loving the world as to give 
Chriſt to ſave it; calling to the wicked, and promitine 
them mercy and pardon on returning to him ; lament- 
ing, like a parent, over thoſe who will not turn, as tho? 
he could ſcarcely be happy without their falvation; 
ſwearing as he lives, that he has no pleaſure in the death 
of the wicked, but that the wicked turn from his Way 
and live. = | 

2. Thoſe paſſages of Scripture, which ſpeak of 
predeſtination, do not aſſert, nor prove ſuch decree : 
that they cannot fairly gather it from them, wichout 
ag violence to many plain declarations, 

This doctrine has a direct rendency to prevent hu- 
man exertion : to make the ſinner conclude that his ef- 
forts can be of no avail: that, if God defign to fave him, 
he cannot be damned: and that if he defign to damn 
him, damned he mult be, for there is no remedy. 

4. I'hcy never find the Prophets or the Apoitles tel 


ling finners, that they are in a ſtate of fin or death 


through God's decree ; but for ſomething very difter- 
ent, if not the contrary „ 

5. Jeſus, in judgment, never ſo. much as hints, that. 
anv ſinner is in a ſtats ol condemnation through. the 
prede termination of God ; but proceeds on a grou! d, 
as different as light is from darknels. 

6. Thoſe w ho periſh, never charge their periſhing on 
God's decree : not ſo much as a hint like it: yet, Now 
natural would this be, were it true ? 

7. Eternal predeſtination renders. the general judg-. 


ment unaccountable. If God a ſuch ſhould 


be ſaved, and ſuch damned, and has the whole order- 


ing of every circumſtance relative to every individual 


wherefore the propriety of bringing them to judgment? 
8. It even repreſents the holy God as inſincere: as 


having two wills ; one revealed, but another concealed : 
as grieving for the ſinner's obſtinacy, yet has made 


them 


12 Their Thoughts on Predeſtination. 


them obſtinate : commanding all men every where to 
repent ; yet determined not to give them repentance : 
withing them to turn and live; yet determined, be- 
fore they were born, that the greateſt part of them 
ſhould be damned. 

9. Reſpect to the honour of God conſtrains them to 
Pele the moſt favourable conſtruction on thoſe paſſages 
of Scripture, and events in providence, which ſeem to 
favaur eternal reprobation ; ſince this idea caſts ſuch a 
gloom over the divine perfections, and fills the mind 
with ſo-much horror. What can ſhock humanity ſo 
much as the thought, that the great and bleſſed God 
ſhould make millions of rational creatures, and put 
them in a ſtate of difficulty and danger ſo great, that 
they might as ſoon raiſe the dead, or make a world, as 
cſcape condemnation (without ſpecial grace, which he 
determined not to give them) ; and then to damn them 
to all eternity for this necetlary failure? 


'Thev think the idea ſo repugnant to the many V glo- 1 


rious d ſefcriptions of Deity in the Bible, that it cannot 
be a doctrine according to godlineſs. | | | 

10. The A if not abſurdities, connected 
with this doctrine, are a reaſon with ſome for not em- 
hraeing it. As, | 

1. G80 f is ſaid to be good to all; and that his 
tender mercies are over all his Works. By this doc- 
trine he appears good and merciul to very few. 

2. As being perfectly holy; “ rang be tempted of 


evil, neither tempteth he any man.“ This doctrine 


repreſents him as placing man in ſuch a ſituation that 
he cannot but fin; „ea, „ that his determinate coun- 
ſel extenceth itſelt even to the firſt fall, and all other 


ſinful actions of angels and men: and that not by a bare. 


PRs | 
God ſays, “ Becauſe J have called, and ye refuſed, 


1 b ſtretched out my hand, and no man re varded— 
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L alfo will laugh at your calamity, and mock when your 
fear cometh.?? This doctrine lays the cauſe of their 
calamity in the decree of God; that he did not in- 
tend them that perith to be ſaved. That the number 
of the elect can neither be increaſed or diminiſhed,?”” 

4. Scripture ſays, that Chriſt died for all: is the 
propitiation for—the ſins of the whole world.” Pre- 
deſtination flatly Sonne this —Coles ſays, it is not 
true, page 142. 

5. Scripture ſay s, 6 'Ye are all the children of God 


by faith in Chriit Jeſus :—to as many as received him to 


them gave he power to become the ſons of God; even to 
them that believe on his name.” This doctrine ſays, 
that the cle& are children of God before they believe. 
Coles, page 195. 

6. God ſays, that the Jews had „ built the high pla- 
ces of Tophet—to burn their ſons and their daughters 
in the fire, which he commanded them not, neither came 


it into his heart.?” This doctrine ſays, that God“ hath: 


forcordained whatſoever comes to paſs.” 
7. Jeſus ſays, ** O Jeruſalem, Jeruſalem how often 
would I have gathered thy children together, as a hen 
doth gather her brood under her wings, and ye would 
not :”—as though the fault were all their own, This 
doctrine ſhews the reaſon to be, God's decree : in vir- 
tue whereof, ““ grace, neceſſary for converſion, for faith, 
and ſalvation, is not offered—1s not heſtowed on them, 
according to the ſecret will of God.” _ 
8. Paul tells the Romans, „That if they live after 
the fleih, they ſhall die; but if they, through the Spirit, 


do mortify the deeds of the body, they ſhall live.“ 


This doctrine ſays, “ So many as have once obtained 
true juſtifving faith by ſuch irrefiſtible force can never 


totally loſe it : no, not although they fall into the moſt 
enormous ſins; but are ſo kept, by that ſame irreſiſtible _ 


force, hat; it is not Poſſible for them finally to periſh,” 
VV d eee 


14  Thaurr Thoughts on Predeſtination, 
9. Scripture tells us, that the reaſon of a ſinner's 
amnation is, their impenitence and unbelief; or be- 

cauſe they ** receive not the love of the truth, that they 

might be ſaved.” This doctrine ſays, «God, by an 
cternal and unchangeable decree, ordained certain to 
_ eternal lite, and certain to eternal death, without any 
regard to their righteouſneſs or ſin; to their obedience ® 
or diſobedience ; only becauſe ſo was his pleaſure.“ 
10. Scripture ſays but little on dying infants : that 
little is n favourable; Of ſuch is the kingdom 
of heaven :”—not the leaſt hint of one in hell. But 1 


this doctrine almoſt neceſſitates the moſt painful con- = 
cluſion which can pierce the human heart : that the 1 
greateſt number of them go to eternal torments. A- 
dams, on the Deſtruction of Sodom; ſays, ** Their ve- MF 
ry ſeed was accurſed : becauſe the fathers blaſpheme a- 
gainſt heaven, the children go to hell. Who, ſays he, 15 
can hear the confuſed cry of ſo many infants, and not 
cry for company ? to ſee their tender and ungrown 1 
limbs wrapt up in flames of fire, as ſwath-bands; tbe 
ſhrinking of their ſoft nerves at every pull of grief; MF 
their fleſh ſcorched like a ſcroll of parchment ; ſprawl- i | 
ing on the ground, a and rocked to ſleep with dire de- if 
ſtruction. And Calvin, © How came it to paſs, that 
the fall of Adam did wrap up in eternal death fo many FH | 
nations with their children, being infants, without re- | 
medy. but becauſe it ſo pleaſed God?“ 9 
For ſuch reaſons as theſe, they cahnot approve of the vr 6 
doctrine of abſolute predeſtination. They think it re- 
| pugnaut to the very ſpirit of the Bible. = 
31 
VN. Do not vou carry things too far? It is eaſy to ga- 
ther up bits and ſcraps from wild enthuſiaſts, and there= WM « 
by repreſent a people in the moſt odious light; when 11 


perhaps that very people deteſt thoſe horrid conſe- 


quences as much; as thoſe who endeavour to expoſe them. 
| bs, B. Your 
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B. Your remark is wy juſt: if Jam guilty of the 
fault, I deſerve the odium due to a wretch ſo wicked. 
But remember, I muſt notjudge of the nature of a doc- 
trine from the opinion of thoſe who eſpouſe it; but 
from my own, when 1 have ſufficiently examined it. 80 
muſt the General Baptiſts. They ſee it as repreſented 
above; and were they to eſpouſe it, it muſt be with 
thoſe conſequences which they believe ate connected 
with it. You will .be better able to form a judgment, 
when you have conſidered the authorities from which 1 
write. I hope you will permit me to abridge, for the 


ſake 01 f brevity, provided | retain the true ſenſe 1 : Winch 


] mean to do to the beſt of my ability. 


I. From the 17th Article of the Church of I England: 
Predeſtination to life is the everlaſting purpoſe of 
God, whereby (before the foundations of the world were 
laid) he hath conſtantly decreed by his counſel, ſecret 
to us, to deliver from curſe and damnation tnoſe whom 
he hath choſen in Chriſt out of mankind, aud to bring 


them by Chriſt to everlaſting ſalvation, as veſſels made 


to honour. Wherefore they which be endued with ſo 
exccllent a benefit of God, be called according to God's 
gurpoſe by his Spirit working in due ſeaſon: they 
through grace obey the calling : they be jultified freely: 
they be made ſons of God by adoption : they be made 
like the image of his only-begotten Son Jeſus Chriſt : 
they walk reli; iouſly in good works, and at length, by 
God's mercy, they attain to everlaſting telicity,—Sce 
the article, in the Book of Common Prayer. 
II. The Aſſembly's Catechiſm. 

Queſt. 7. What are the decrees of God? 

Anſ. The decrees of God are his eternal purpoſe, ac- 
cording to the counſel of his own will; whereby, for 
his own glory, he hath foreordained whatſoever comes 
to paſs. | | 

Q. 11, What are God's works of * providence 3 

£C 2 A. —— His 


I Their Thoughts an Predeſtinati au. 
A. His molt holy, wiſe, and E D reſerving 


and governing all his creatures, and all their actions. 
Q. 20. Did God leave all mankind to periſn in a 
ſtatc of ſin and miſery ? | | 
A. God having out of his mere Nö pleaſure, from 


all eternity, elected ſome to everlaſting life, did enter 


into a covenant of grace to deliver them out of the 
eltate of fin and miſery, and to bring them into an cltate 
O1 {alvation by a RKedeeme 

CF, 20. How are we made partakers of the Rees 
tion purch aſed by Chriit ? 
A. — By the effectual application of it to us by 
his Holy Spirit. | 

Q. 39. How doth the Spirit apply to us thi redemp- 
tion purchaſed by Chriſt? | 

A, By working faith in us, and thereby unit- 
ing us to Chriſt in our effectual calling. 


III. A Confeſſion of Faith, put forth by the elders 

and brethren of more than a hundred congregati- 

ons in England and Wales, 1689. — The Baptiſt- 
KRegiſter for 1790. e 


God hath decreed in himſelf, from all eternit 


by the moſt wiſe and holy counſel of his own will, free 


Iy and unchangeably, all things, whatſoever comes to 
Pals: yet ſo as thereby is God neither the author of ſin, 
nor hath fel owihip with any therein; nor is violence 
offered to the will of the creature, nor yet is the liberty 
or contingency of ſecond cauſes-taken away, but rather 
eſtabliſhed, in which apyears his wiſdom in diſpoſing 
all things, and power and faithfulneſs in accompliſhing 
his decree. 

2. Although God knoweth whatſoever may, or can 


come to paſs upon all ſuppoſed conditions; yet hath he 


not decreed any thing, becauſe he ſaw it as future, or 
as that which would come to paſs on ſuch conditions. 
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2. By the decree of God, for the manifeſtation of his 
glory, ſome men and angels are predeſtinated, or fore- 
ordained to eternal life, through Jeſus Chriſt, to the 
praiſe of his glorious grace; others being left to act in 
their ſin to their juſt condemnation, to the praiſe of his 
vlorious juſtice, 


4. Theſe angels and men thus predeſtinatcd, and 


foreordained, are particularly and unchangeavly de- 
ſigned, and their number ſo certain, and definite, that 
it cannot be either increaſed or diminiſhed. 

5. Thoſe of mankind, that are predeſtinated to life, 
God, before the foundation of the world was laid, ac- 
cording to his eternal and immutable purpoſe, and the 
{ccret counſel and good pleaſure of his will, hath choſen 


in Chriſt unto eve rlaſting glory, out of his mere free 
; without any thing in the creature, as a 


grace and love 
condition, or 2 moving him thereunts 


6. As God hath ; appointed the elect unto glory, ſo he 


hath, by the eternal and free purpoſe of his will, fore- 
ordained all the means thercunto; wherefore they, who 


are elected, being ſallen in 1 are redeemed by 


hriſt; are effectually called unto faith in Chriſt, by his 
are juſtified, adopted, 


ſalvation ; neither are any other redeemed by Chriſt, 
or effectually called, juſtified, adopted, ſancttficd, and 
ſaved, but the ele& only. 

7. The doctrine of this high myſtery of predeſtinati- 
on, is to be handled with ſpecial prudence and care; 
that men attending the will of God revealed in his 
word, and yielding obedience thereunto, m may, from the 
certainty of their effectual vocation, be aflured of their 
eternal election; ; fo ſhall this doctrine afford matter of 


praiſe, reverence, and admiration of God, and humili- 
ty, diligence, and abundant conſolation, to all that. 
 fincerely obey the goſpel, 


Ca: On 


— A 


\ 
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* 


On Divine Providence. 
4. The almighty power, unſearchable wiſdom, and 
infinite goodneſs of God, ſo far manifeſt themſelves in 
his providence, that his determinate counſel extendeth 
itſelf even to the firſt fall, and all other ſinful actions of 
angels and men; and that not by a bare permiſhon, 
which alſo he moſt wiſely, and powerfully boundeth, 
and governeth to his moſt holy ends; yet fo 25 the ſin— 
fulneſs of their acts proccedeth only from the creatures, 
and not from God; who being moſt holy and righteous, 
neither is, nor can be the author or approver of tin, 


IV. The Synod of Dort. 

Art. 1, God, by an eternal and unchangeable decree, 
ordained certain to eternal life, and certain to eternal 
death, without any regard had to their righteouſneſs or 
fin, to their obedience or diſobedience; only becauſe ſo 
was his pleaſure :--means being alſo forcordained, by 
his decree, fit for the execution of the ſame, by the 
force whereof, it is neceſſary that they be ſaved after 


an unavoidable manner, who are ordained to ſalvation ; 


ſo that it is not poſſible that they ſhould periſh. But they 
who are deſtined for deſtruction (who are far the great- 
eſt number) muſt be damned, neceſſarily, and inevita- 


bly, ſo that it is not poſſible for them to be ſaved, — 


Phe 2d article is ſimilar. 

3- Therefore Jeſus Chriſt, the Saviour of the 3 
died not for all men, but for thoſe only who are elected; 
he being ordained Mediator to ſave thoſe only. 

4. Conſequently the Spirit of God doth work in thoſe 


v. 0 are elected with ſuch force, that they cannot reſiſt 


it; ſo that they muſt turn, believe, and be ſaved. But 
this irreſiſtible grace belongs only to the elected, not to 


reprobates, to whom, not only that irreſiſtible grace is 


denied, but grace neceſſary for converſion, for faith and 
ſalvation, is not offered; to which converſion and faith, 
| | indeed 
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indeed they are called, invited, and ſolicited outwardly, 


by the revealed will of God, though the inward force 


ne ceſſaty to faith and converſion, is not beſtowed on 
them according to the ſecret will of God. 


So many as have once obtained true and juſtifying 


faith, by ſuch irreſiſtible force, can never totally loſe it; 
no, not although they fall into the moſt enormous fins ; 
but are ſo kept by that ſame irreſiſtible force, that it is 
not poſſible for them finally to periſh. 


For farther illuſtration, ſee Wilſon's Scripture Dic- 


tionary, 6th edition, on the words, Election, Predeſti— 


nation, Reprobation, &c. then lay the whole together, 


and ſay whether you think the account given above of 


predeſtination, and it's natural, if not neceſſary conſe- 


quences, be exaggerated. 


N. My verdi&t, in this particular, muſt be, not guil- 
ty. The declarations of a Convocation—an Aſſembly 


Lan Aﬀociation—a Synod, are arguments too forcible 


to be reliſted; unleſs the Predefiinarizns have ſince al- 
tered, or e Hy their former tenets, 


B. So far are they from revoking, that they hes 
lately confirmed them. In 1790, the Weſtern Affocia- 


tion warn the churches as follows : ““ Guard againſt two 
errors in particular, —'The firſt is the leaven of Armi- 

nianiſm, which, by aſſerting and maintaining a power in 
the creature, either to receive or reject the grace of 
Chriſt, and inſiſting on certain qualifications, ſuch as re- 


pentance, love, good frames, and holy diſpoſitions, prior 


to juſtification, diſſeminates around the ſeeds of Popery, 
denies the electing love of the Father, the finiſhed work 
of the Son, and the powerful operations of the Holy Spi- 
Tit, which the Scriptures declare to be irreſiſtible; and, 

by denying the perſeverance of the ſaiats, gives God 


himſelf the lie, who declares, that where he has begun 


the good work, he will perform it, until the day of Jeſus 
Chriſt, Phil. i. 6. And that none hail pluck his ſheep 
out 


oP + 
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out of his hands: it makes God unrighteous in permit- 
ting thoſe to Peri for whom his Juſtice has received 
full fatisfaction.? | | 

| ſuppole that there is not an Arminian, in the three 
kingdoms, who maintains as above repreſented: I am 
well perſuaded that the General Baptiſts do not: there- 
fore this thundering artillery effects not them. But 
waving this; yzouſee what the Predeſtinarians profeſs, tha 


it is not in the power of a ſinner to receive or reject 5 


grace of Chriſt; (one would wonder how they came by 
t!) that a inner is not to repent before juſtification; 
though Chriſt and his Apoſtles urge it ſo much: that 
the cperations of the Holy Spirit are irreſiſtible, tho? 
the Jews are charged with always reſiſting the Holy 
Ghoſt; that they dare limit the great God to their 151 
h or pronounce him unrighteous. | 
In the ſame year, 1790, the Midland Afﬀocigtion— 
« Refolved, That no church be admitted into, or con- 


tinued in this connection, but ſuch who prolcis to be- 


lieve the doctrines of the Trinity eternal and per- 
ſonal election—original ſin particular redemption— 
free juſtification by the righteouſneſs of Chriſt imputed 
— eficacious grace in regeneration—the final perſever- 
ance of the ſaints with the IX DEPEN DEN CE of the ſe- 
veral Chriſtian ſocieties they repreſent.” 
When we conſider the ideas which they always con- 
nect with the expreſſions and doctrines above, there 
doth not appear the leaſt giving up of their ſyſtem of 
abſolute predeſtination, and reprobation. 

N. You have given proof ſufficient; I want no 
more: but is not predeſtination a Scripture worg ? 

B. Certainly it Ts. 

N. How vo the General Baptiſts 8 it? 


B. 'They underſtand it, as it properly ſignifies; 
foreapfoint; to determine betorchand. 


N. Doth not this come to the ſame thing? | 
B. In ſome points it ma but not in others. Pre- 


deſtination 
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deſtination is in ſome things abſolute; in ſome condi— 
tional: at leaſt the General Bapriſts anderftand it ſo “. 
V. Pleaſe to illuſtrate your meaning. 

B. 1. Abſolute. The creation of the world—the 
formation of man—the ſending of Chriſt—the offering 
bim up for ſin. Theſe were done of his own will or 
pleaſure, without any conditions or ſtipulations with 
his creatures. 

2. Conditional. The fall of Adam the ſalvation of 
man by a Redeemer—the perſeverance of the ſaints— 
the deſtruction of the wicked. In theſe caſes conditi- 
ons are expreſſed as plainly as the things themſelves: 
aud they think God really means as he ſpeaks. | 

V. I think fo too. — An example may make it 
plaiter to ſome, | 

B. 1. The fall of Adam. See Gen. ll 16.17 chap. 
it. throughout. Here you have the probibition—the 
threatening— the temptation— the tranſgreſſion—and 
the conſequence. Had Adam not touched the tree of 
knowledge, he had not fallen. He ſtood on the ground 
of his obedience. Tranſerefling the law of his God, 
expoſed him to the ſentence—De ath ! 

2. Salvation by Chriſt, See Mark xvi. 15,16, John 
itt. 14 to 29, and 36. where you have the cleareſt evi- 
dencc, that «he that believeth, and is baptized, ſhall 
be ſaved; but he that believeth not hall bo damned.” 
And the reaſon of a ſinner's condemnation is | not the 
irreverſible decree of God, but} UNBELIEF. 

For 


* The author can better give their opinion on predeſtination ne- 
gatively than affirmatively, He has often heard them ſpeak againſt 
It, but ſeldom what they think of it. This induced bim to apply, 
at one or their Conferences, for their own explication, leſt he ſhould 
give an erroneous account. He waited two or three months, in ex- 
pectation of an anſwer, but none arrived. If the reader ſhould think 
the narrative in this reſpect defettive, he will know how to excul e 
the author. . 


— 
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For further information on this ſubject, ſee Mr. D. 
Taylor's 13 Letters on Mr. Fuller; and Kingsford's 
Appcal to the Scriptures in general. 

N. Doth it not appear that ſome men Favs been 


elected, or choſen out of the maſs of mankind, of pe- 


culiar grace? 

B. Undoubtedly ! Nothing i is more obvious, 

N. If ſome are choſen, are not the reſt rejected? 

B. It may be ſo; but this doth not prove that it is 
ſo. George III. choſe W. Pitt to be Prime Miniſter ; 


did he reject, or reprobate, all the reſt of his ſubjeas: 


by this election ?—Thus God elected Abraham; made 
him his friend; and, becauſe he in a particular inſtance 
e obeyed his voice,“ promiſed, that in his ſeed all the 
nations of the earth ſhould be bleſſed. Will any fay 
that this election of Abraham, was to the reprobation 
of the reſt of the world; when God declarcs, that in 
his “ ſeed ſhall all the nations of the earth be bleſſed 7? 


Could he have ſhown his favour to the world more il- 


luſtriouſly, conſideriug it's wickedneſs and rebellion, 
than by this glorious inſtance of his ſovereign goodneſs ? 


The like reaſoning will apply to almolt all. the in- 


ſtances of God's electing particular perſons, tribes, or 
nations. There was not only an eſpecial good to fone, 
but a general, and, in ſome cafes, an univerſal good to 
all intended, if not communicated thereby. Of what 
unknown advantage was it to mankind at large, that 
Jeſus choſe his holy Apoſtles ; qualified and feat them 
into“ all the world, to preach the Goſpel to every crea- 
ture?“ To argue, therefore, that hecauſe God has 


elected fome, others muſt be rejected, or reprobated, is 
very inconcluſive, if not falſe. 
N. Do not they think there is ſuch a thing as re- 
probation? 
B. Undoubted!y they do: but not from God's de- 
cree, or forcordination 3 but from the obſtinacy of 
oo the 
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the creature. And perhaps this is never mentioned in 


Scripture, but the creature's fault is mentioned alfo, 
as the reaſon; eſpecially where it can fairiy be under- 
ſtood to mean final rejection. —The mind recoils at the 
thought, and is utterly unable to juſtif,“ any being, in 
puniſhing a rational creature 1n hell to all eternity, for 
_ which he never had it in his power to avoid. 

. Doth not the Scripture ſay, that 3 25 „ worketh 
all a after the counſel of his own will? 

B. Yes; but can we ſuppoſe that the devils and 
wicked men do ſo too, when even the ſaints confeſs, 
that in many things they all offend ? At this rate, de- 
vils and wicked men ferve him beſt, and pleaſe him 
moſt; even perfectly. 

This cannot mean, that it is his will that his crea- 
tures ſhould rebel againſt him, provoke him, make him 
angry, grieve him. If he work all things after the 
counſel of his own will, his creatures do not. God's 
working, and their working, are very different. His 
will is their holineſs and happineſs ; not their fin and 
miſery. How often. is it ſaid, I would, but ye would 


not? 


Wie ſhould Ul careful how we receive particular ex- 
preſſions for general principles. This under conſidera 
tion ſeems to allude to his gracious purpoſe of calling 
to himſelf a people out of the Gentiles ; ; and that the 
Epheſians had the peculiar felicity to be of that number, 
and among the firſt of that number; as an earneſt of a 
glorious harveſt, from a poor uncultivated field, where 
nothing but briars and thorns might have been expect— 
ed: that, inſtead of being reprobated to hell, as they 
deſerved ; they were predeſtinated to the adoption of 
children, by Jeſus Chriſt, according to the good plca- 
ſure of his will. This was free grace indeed, which 
the Apoſtle wiſhed them to glory in. It was not of 
their will; for“ e were ar off; dead in treſpaſſes 
and 


24 Their Thoughts on Pred:/{ination. 
and fins.” It was not of the will of the jews ; for they 
were offended beyond meaſure, that the Gentiles had 
the Goſpel preached to them. Nor of the Apoſtles 
Will; for they thought of no ſuch thing: fo that it was 
truly the Lord's doing, and marvellous in their eyes. 

But, will this authorize us to ſtretch the will of God 
to every thing in the world; and make him account- 
able jor every fooliſh, wicked action of devils and men? 
for every wild thought of every wild enthuſiaſt ? for 
every idle dream of every madman; whether aſleep or 
awake? Surcly not, The wiſdom and righteouſneſs 
belong to the Lord; the fooliſhneſs and fin, to devils 
and men. 

M. Theſe things appear of conkiderable weight 1 
confeſs; but God is incomprehenſible : his ways are 
paſt finding out. Do not the Scriptures ſay, * Who 


hath reſil ied his will?“ e that the thing! is im- 


poſſible. 

B. That ſeems to be ſpoken, as The fool hath 
ſaict in his heart there is no God:“ not as a truth, but 
as a cenſure caſt on God, by an oppoſer. As ſuch, the 
Apoſtle reprov , it, Rom. ix. 19, 20, The Scriptures 
ſay, *©. Ye do. always reſiſt the Holy Ghoſt; as your 
fathers did, fo do ye,” Acts vii, 51. If reſiſting the 
Holy Ghoſt be not reſiſting the will of God, moſt em- 


| phatically ſo, I do not know what is. Again, Gen.“ 


vi. 3. God declares, My Spirit ſhall not always 
ſtrive with man:?“ which proves that man did reſiſt 
Itim; and that was the reaſon of his awful declaration. 
NM. May not God have a ſecret will oppoſite to his 
revealed? A determined purpoſe contrary to his decla- 

ration, as in the cafe of Abraham offering up Iſaac ? 
B. He certainly may, as in the cate of Abraham of- 
fering up Iſaac; but that caſe by no means proves what 
you inſinuate. The idea is abſurd and blaſphemous! 
an inſult and an injury to the character of God! It is 
| To - im 
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Their Thoughts en Prede/:ination. 25 
impoſſible for him to declare one thing, and to mean 
the contrary, while he is a God who cannot lie. 

He may command a thing to be done, which he 7xtend's 


to prevent; in order to try the obedience of his crea- 


tures. Thus he acted with Abraham. But, to com- 
mand a thing to be done, and to declare it hall be 
done, is very different. - Vet remember, that his com- 
mand is our rule to act by, as it was to Abraham; and 
at his command we mult ſtop. We cannot purpoſely | 
deviate from this, without reſiſting his will. 
VM. Has not the potter power over the clay, to make 
it into what veſſel he pleaſe ?—Has not God the ſame 
power over his creatures? TO 

B. The clay in the potter's hand will not always 
comply to what he firſt intended; for then he would 
rot mar it, nor make it into Another veſſel. This 
plainly ſhews, that it was God's firſt intention to have 
made the houſe of Iſrael a veſſel to honour ; but, alas! 
it marred in making: he therefore concludes to make 
it a veſſel to diſionour; Thoſe who will not be veſſels 
of mercy, mult be veſſels of wrath.—Note, the fault 
was in the clay—the houſe of Iſrael, not in God! He 


© works on men as rational creatures ; not by an irreſiſti- 


ble, but by gracious means; by arguments and motives, 
Jer. xviii. 1-12. (which be ſure to read.) If theſe will 
not do, he gives them up to a reprobate mind, Rom. i. 
28. even the ſeed of Abraham his friend; “ for there 
is no reſpe& of perſons with God,“ Rom. 1 11. 
VN. Is it not ſaid of Pharaoh, that God hardened his 
heart—raiſed him up to make his power known ?— 
„ That he hath mercy on whom he will have mercy, 
and whom he will he hardeneth ? That it is not of him 
rhat willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of God?“ 
&c. all which ſeems to ſhew that God's will is the 
ſovereign cauſe of all. 
B. Had you added — good, it would have been rea- 
. D ; dil 
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dily granted. —Had he not willed a world, a world had 


not been; had he not willed man, man had not been. 


But, if he willed him to be, did he will him to be a ſin- 
ner? Why then did he not make him one? He made him, 
and conſequently willed him to be upright, holy, happy, 
a free agent ; with a will of his own, to chooſe good or 
evil; with a power to obey, or todiſobey his Maker's will. 
For this reaſon he was accountable to God for his 
conduc ; without this a future judgment is quite a pa- 
rTadox.—Is there any thing in this to prove that God 
made Pharaoh a reprobate, or willed him to be a veſſel 
of wrath ? It is plain he hardened himſelf before God 
hardencd him, and wrought great provocation, even 
to the oppreſſing Ifrael, and to the defying his Maker, 
Exod. i. 8—18. v. 2. Being ſuch a deſperado in wick- 
edneſs, he was a fit object for the Almighty to exhibit 


on high, and to bring down to the duſt, as an example 
to all generations z ; that others might ſee, and fear, and 


do no more v ickedly, But if God decreed him to be 
ſuch from all eternity, and conſtituted him ſuch in 
time, where is the juſtice, not 10 ſay goodneſs, of God, 
in ſending him to hell? Suppoſe a mechanic could 
make a flea, and he make it with a diſpoſition to bite: 
it hops from his hand, and lights on his boſom, and 


there it begins to work for it's life. Vexed with the 


ſmart, he catches the rebel, and preſſes it to death. 
This he might do without cenſure or blame. If he 
eaveitalite, be might take it away. But ſuppoſe he had 


power to commit it to the flames, and to prolong it's 


exiſtence a thouſand years; and this he do for rhe heinous 
offence: could the mechanic be juſtified in this? eſpeci- 
ally when he made it with a diſpoſition to bite ; gave 


it an opportunity and temptation to bite ; yea, made it 


with an intent to bite: and at the ſame time deter- 
mined to punith it with a thouſand years torture, for 
doing that which he determined it to do? a 
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With reipect to the Almighty, I am but a flea, and 
infinitely leſs. Yet he made me what I am—appolnt- 
ed my fituation--knew I ſhould fin, as fure as I ſhould 
breathe—and hereby incur the penalty, death. Tbis 


was preordained—this was inevitable God decreed it 


from all eternity. Can this fin, which he in this ſenſe 
determined, expoſe me to the fre of hell for ever and 
erer? without remedy without relief —““ To the 


praiſe of his glorious juſtice ?? Did ever tyrant, with 


reverence and awe Tatk ; did ever tyrant on earth, ex- 
hibit fuch glorious Juſtice as this? This is a being, that 
every Nümad creature is bound in duty to love, with all 
his heart and foul! If God “ has decreed whatſoever 
comes to pas,“ he hath decreed this: whether to me, 
or to another, it makes but little difference; : the —_ 
is the ſame. | | 
Suppoſe once more : God raifed Pharaoh up, and 
hardened his heart on purpole to anſwer that end which 
he fo exactly anſwered : did he not herein fulfil God's 
rcal will? If ſo, wherein did he ſin ? Surely his ſin 
would have been in acting contrary, in oppofing the 
will of God. For one moment reflect: Moſes, he ful- 
tiled the purpoſe of God in one way: Pharaoh, he ful- 
tilled the purpoſe of God in another way: Judas, he 
tullilled the purpoſe of God in another way: but all 
exactly as he, from all eternity, had planned and de- 
termined. What could they, what ſhould they have 
done otherwiſe ? Then where ſhall we find fin ? On this 
plan, there is no fin in the world: «“ Whatever is, is 
right.“ It cannot be fin to do the will of God, and to 


O | 
do it exactly as he would have it done. It ſeems to 


follow, that the greateſt ſinners, are equal to the great- 


eft ſaints : A Pharaoh and a Judas, men after God's 
own heart, as well as a David or a Daniel, He has 


made them all to perform his pleafure ; and his pleaſure 


Dz they 
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they all perform. It this be not granted, it appears to 
me the point muſt be given up. | ; 

The diſtinction between his revealed, and his ſecret 
will, involves coniequences not leſs exceptionable. For 
inſtance : by his revealed will, he“ commands all men, 
every where, to repent.” He ſecretly wills that the 
greateſt part ſhould not repent, What mult follow ?— 
That reprobates mult tranſgreſs one of his wills, If 
they do not repent, they tranſgreſs his revealed will: 
if they do repent, they tranſgreſs his ſecret will. Thus, 
if a reprobate believes that Chriſt died for his fins, he 
believes a lie: if he do not believe, he is condemned al- 
ready, for his unbelief. How curious is Orthodox di- 
vinity | "Though I am no divine, I am quite altonithed 
at it. 

Let us turn to the PII ble, and ſee who. God hardens, 
and why he hardens them. 2 Theſ. ii. 10, 11, 12. 


gecauſe they received not the love of the truth, that 


they might be ſaved ; and for this cauſe God ſhall fend 
them ſtrong deluſion, that they ſhould believe a lie: 
that they all might be damned who believed not the 

truth, but had pleaſure in unrighteouſneſs.” Rom. i. 
28, As they did not like to retain God in their Know- 
ledge, God gave them over to a reprobate mind,” Prov. 
1,20, to the end, &c. I believe there is not one paſſage 
in all the Bible, which lays the cauſe of a ſinner's final 
rejection to God's decree. Then how can I father a 
thing ſo terrible upon him? eſpecially, when he ſo of- 


ten declares, that it is for ſomething fo very different? 


Who will he have mercy on ?—The wicked, who for- 
fake their way, and turn to the Lord ! ſuch as theſe 
ſhall find mercy, Iſa. lv. 6, 7. 
elt is not of him that willeth, nor of him that run- 
neth, but of God who ſheweth mercy.” How ſimilar 
with, 
not of POureIves, it 15 the gift of God; not of works, 

leſt 


By grace are ye ſaved through faith, and that 
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left any man ſhould boaſt.” Yet, if it be not of him 
that willeth, &c. is it not zo him, and to him in parti- 
cular ? © If ye be willing and obedient, ye ſhall eat the 
good of the land; but if ye refuſe and rebel, ye ſhall 
be devoured with the iword ; for the mouth of the Lord 
_ hath ſpoken it,“ .Ifa i. 19, 20. „ 80 run that ye may 


obtain,“ 1 Cor. ix. 24. Whoſoever will, let him take 


of the water of life freely,” Rev. xxii. 17. Almoſt all 
the proclamations of peace and pardon to ſinners, in 
the Old and New Teſtaments, run in the like ſtrain ; 
which will be ſhown more fully in the next Section. 

N, May not a wicked man be doing the will of God, 
and finning againſt him in the ſame action? 

B. He cer rainly may be doing that which God wills 
to be done; but the wicked man's conduct is not plea- 
ſing to him. The thing itſelf may be right, yet the 
manner of doing it offenſive to the Lord, The Jews 


100 often obſerved their law in this manner, Ha. i. 


r9—20. Jacob obtained the bleſſing of his father 
Iſaac in this wicked manners Gen. xxvii. Yea, a man, 


by obſtinacy and rebellion, may accompliſh the divine 


purpoſe (yet God never purpoſed his creatures to be 
obſtinate and rebellions) : he can order the wrath of 
man to praiſe him. This was gloriouſly manifeſted in 
the condemnation of jeſus. Becauſe they knew him 
wot, nor yet the voice of the Prophets, they have ful- 
filled them in condemning him,“ Acts xin. 27. He was 
delivered by the determinate counſel and foreknow- 
ledge of God.“ The Jews, by „wicked hands, cru 
cified and flew him,“ Accs ii. 23. Chriſt was as a lamb 
flain from the foundation of the world, but no perſons 
appointed, much leſs commanded, to take away his 
life. In this appears the wickedneſs of the Jews; they 
moſt barbarouſly crucified Jeſus, without authority 
feom Heaven, God knew what was in man, and need - 
ed not to appoint an executioner; there were enow 

D 3 ©. ready 
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ready to accompliſh this bloody work, It was only 
letting looſe a hawk to ſtrike a partridge ; a wolf to 


worry a lamb. They had viciouſneſs enough in their 
own ravenous diſpoſition to do the dreadful deed. Had 


God ordered them to do it, and had they done it, in 
obedience to his order, it would not have been wicked, 
any more than in Abraham to offer up his ſon. Had 
God, by his Spirit, led them to do it, it would not 
have been wicked, any more than in Jeſus being“ led 
by the Spirit to be tempted of the devil.” 
Some people are confuſed in their minds, and others 
form an erroneous opinion on this ſubje& : they think, 


that whatever men do, by which the will of God is ac- 


compliſhed, they are led by God to doit. That though 
the method was bad ; yet, as it brought about good, 
therefore it was the Lord's doing; and we have no right 


to find fault. Thus Jacob's obtaining the bleſſing by 
fraud; it was to be ſo, Judas betraying his Maſter; it was 


to be ſo. TheJews crucifying Jeſus; it was to be ſo. And 


as it was to be ſo, they lay the whole, with all it's cir- 


cumſtances, to the decree of the Almighty, imputing to 
God, the worſt work of the devil; for this is his par- 


ticular buſineſs, It is he that works in the children of 
diſobedience ; the wicked are led captive by him at 
his will. He beguiled Eve by his ſubtilty, 2 Cor. xi. 
3. The devil (not G od) put it into the heart of Judas 


to betray Jeſus, John xiii. 2. In like manner we may 


judge of the reſt.— But if the devil employ his ſervants 
unwittingly to do God's work; no thanks to him, or 


to them, for that : they do it not to pleaſe him, but to 


gratify their own vile propenſity ; and are quite as 


criminal as if God intended juſt the contrary. To il- 
luſtrate this; fuppoſe I deſign a poor man a loaf of 
bread : I lay it ready for a fit opportunity, He knows 
nothing of my intention, but he takes it without my 
leave. The theft, on his part, is the ſame as though I 


never intended it for him: yet, in fact, he has done what 
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T intended. But he thould firſt have obtained my per- 
miilion; as he has not, he is liable to the law. 


Without this mode of reaſoning, it is to me impoſ— 
ſible to keep the mind free from that horrible and blaſ- 
phemous doctrine, that God is the author of ſin, If he 
do indeed influence men and devils to their wicked acti- 
ons, he certainly is the proper agent: and it there be ſin 
in thoſe actions, he mult be the author of it. I am ſure 
we ſhould conclude thus, in common cafes. Were J, as 


a father, to take an infaat ſon by the hand to walk a- 


broad, and charge it not to daub it's ſhoes, on the pe- 
nalty of a ſevere flogging—it trips along wherever I 
pleaſe, till at laſt J lead it into the mire: the conſe- 
quence is, it has daubed it's ſhoes; could I, as a fa- 
ther, flog 1t tor this? Should not I rather deſerve flog- 
ging myſelf! ? | 

N. I am ſure I think ſo, if you were as great as the 
Grand Seignior !—But is not predeſtination a comfort - 
able doctrine to the ele&, who have the evidence of be- 
ing the children of God? | 

B. In ſome points of view it is; yet not in others. 


Had my father twenty ſons, and twenty thouſand pounds 


a year: were he to ele me, give me the belt educa- 
tion, make me heir to his whole Eſtate, and confirm it 
to me for ever; it would be a fine thing. But when I 
ſaw my poor brethren ignorant, deſtitute, helpleſs, and 
doomed to wander about as vagabonds in eternal exile, 
I muſt feel pain at the thought, that my own fleſh and 
blood were, by my father, and by their father, for ever 


rendered miſerable. I mult think jt great partiality : 


and had I the heart of a chriſtian, I muſt mourn ſore 


tor them. But how ſhould 1 think of my father's con- 


duct, were 1 one of the nineteen reprohates? Could I 
love him? could I acquieſce in the diſpofal of his eltate ? 
could you? could the world? could it be defended on 
principles of reaſon—religion—juſtice ? Were you the 


favourite ns; you might cry out, O! the diſtinguiſhing 


grace L 
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grace! O! the aſtoniſhing love! O! the unparalleled 
kindneſs of my molt bountiful father! who has elected 
me; adopted me; predeſtinated me, to be his only heir! 
when all my brethren are left without a penny to help 
themſelves, or a friend to help them for ever ! It is 
rich—free—ſovereign grace, and not merit in me, 
which makes the difference! 

How would mankind execrate your father for ſuch 
conduct, and yon for rejoicing in ſuch an event? Yet, 


dreadful as this appears, it is but a ſhadow, compared 


with the ſubitance. My father has not a world of eter- 
nal glory, to beſtow on his favourite fon ; nor a world 


of eternal miſery, to doom the other to endure : but 


God has both; and, according to ſome, a heart to do 
both. The one he calls by his grace, converts by his 


grace, ſaves by his grace, trains and preſerves by his 


grace, till at laſt, by his ſpecial grace, he crowns him 


with conſummate and eternal glory; the reſt of his own. 


offspring he leaves in a ſtate of fin and death, without 
poſſibility of help, till he plunges them down into the 
horrible and inextinguiſhable flames of hell! 

Who, being a father, could thus treat his own children? 
perhaps the monſter is not to be found! Yet this is a 
conſequence, which abſolute predeſtination entails on 
the God over all, bleſſed for ever more:“ whoſe 
„tender mercies are over all his works.” 

N. It is ſhocking indeed, if this be true. 

B. If it be not true, let them prove it alle, and 1 
ſhall rejoiéꝰ in my miſtake. 

N. May not the great God be rather confidered as a 
king, who has an abſolute right to diſpoſe of his 
ſubjects; ; eſpecially his rebellious ſubjects, without be- 
ing accountable to any for his conduct? 


B. The truth of this 1 ſhall not deny. When it is. 


proved that he has, or that he will diſpoſe of them as 
abſolute predeſtination ſuppoſes, I ſhall ſubmit in 
Humble filence. But I cannot admit that my God 
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deals thus with his ſubjects, without very ſubſtantial 
proof indeed. | 

Let us ſuppoſe an abſolute monarch to have a ſub- 
ject, on whip he beſtows great favours, and in whom 
he places great confidence ; who, to manifeſt his royal 
pleaſure, makes him governor of one of his colonies, 
and deſires no acknowledgment, ſave one pepper corn 
a year. On failure of this being punctually paid, im- 
mediate death ſhall be the conſequence. In proceſs of 
time, through the intrigues of his enemies, and the ſo- 
licitations of a wiſe ; he fails in this annual token of 
loyalty and dependence, What is the penalty ? death! 
All will allow he can expect no lefs.—His ſovereign 
comes, with his attendants in ſtate—calls for his un- 
grateiul favourite, who, dead with fear, and filled with 
contuſion, is brought before him. Excuſes and apolo— 
gies are vain, He has nothing to plead—nothing to 
hope, but e without mixture of mercy to ex- 
pect.—- When lo! his offended monarch, condemns the 
tempters, and comforts the criminal. Gives him a 
diſtant, but certain aſſurance of deliverance from the 
conſcquences of his dreadful tranſgreſſion. With a 
word of caution, and a token of kindneſs, he leaves bim 
to his own refleQions ; which inſtantly turn on the 
goodneſs of his fovereign; and the baſenef of his own 
conduct. He rcfolves to offend him no more—he feels 
a flame of affection, which riſes to the higheſt devotion 
words are inſufficient to deſcribe his tranſports. 
Fancy the caſe bas own, and think how you ſhould 
feel. 

But the king has further views: he determines, for 
all this ſhew of lenity and kindneſs, to have full ſatis- 
faction for the affront he has received. But, ſays he, I 
will ware the execution, till the tranſgreſſor has begot- 
ten a number of children; then | will take away his life. 
When his children have multiplied their ſpecies, I will 
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alſo take away their lives. Thus will J puniſh his fin in 
his ni.merous poſterity, to a hundred generations ; ſave 
ſome individuals, which I will elect of my fovereign 
pleaiure, and make veſſels of mercy, and miniſters of 
| Rate. If fome ſhall dare to cenſure my conduct, theſe 
my favourites will detend it. Theſe will ſtand up for 
the rectitude of my government—the juſtice of my pro- 
ceedings, and the infinite goodneſs of my diſpoſition : 
ana what do 1 care for the diſcontent the murmurs, 
and helliſh howlir gs of a hundred thouſand millions of 
cui ſed rebels!! 


Could it be ſuppoſed that ſuch a tyrant exiſted on ; 


earth, he would be cxecrated by all the world! Man- 
Kind would with. and pray for his downtal ! yea, they 
would blcis the man who had virtue enough to take a- 
way his lite ! Such anevent, would give a e to all 
the inhabitants of the globe! 

Yet, even this, terrible as it is, does not ſufficiently 
ſet forth the horrors of abſolute predeſtination. This 
does not take in, helliſh torments, and eternal damna- 
tion! which this doctrine dooms the greateſt part of 
the human race to endure, by an irreverſible decree, 
which no power can alter, nor unelect perſons ſnun.— 
And this predetermined by a God of love, who declarcs, 
by his own exiſtence, that he hath no pleaſure in the 


death of the wicked, but had rather he would turn and - 4 | 


live. 


N. Cloſe, cloſe the ſhocking ſcene! it fills my mind 
with horror. How is it poſſible, that ſo many great 


good men ſhould embrace a doctrine, which involves 
ſuch awful conſequences ? 


B. Here you wade beyond my depth: in truth, I do. 
not know. Yet, ſpecious as this may appear, there is 


but little folid argument in it. The ſame will apply to 


| almoſt every doctrine under the ſun. Many Heathens 


have been great g good men: many Jews, Mahometans, 
Papiſts, 


0 
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bapiſts, have been excellent men; but it was not their 
= particular tenets which made them ſo; it was religion. 


The knowledge and fear of God, according to their 
conceptions of him. 

Some have imputed a man's piety and benevolence, 
more to his particular notions on controverted points, 


3 | than to the power of the bleſſed Goſpel ; but ſurely this 


is a palpable miſtake. The fewer the articles of a truly 
religious man's creed, the more univerſal will be his 
candour and charity. 

I grant there is a „ Price of argument; in being able 
to ſay, that Mr. - „Dr. „Bp. — , was a no— 


ble defender of this evangelical principle. It adds a 


ſhining varniſh to their ſyſtem, and is calculated to 
make the weak and wavering eſpouſe their cauſe, But 


| how often have great and good men been blinded, and 


ſometimes poiſoned, by the influence of particular te- 
nets? Does not every Chriſtian regret, that the great 
John Calvin ſhould be ſo tenacious of his darling ſenti— 
ments, as to kindle a fire to burn Servetus to aſhes, be- 
cauſe he ventured to controvert and expoſe? them? The 
very excellent Dr. Watts, who can hel loving the 
man, and pitying his ſtate! His Chrittianity would 
not let him ſend dying infants to heli, tor at which. 
they could not help: his Calviniſm would not ſuffer 
him to take them to heaven; and what mult he do 
with them? His 1 ingenuity and gooaneis nnd for them 
a kind of puerile paradiſe in annihilation. How dread- 
fully are all the Predeſtinarians cramped in this caſe ! 
They muſt either conclude all dying infants elected 
from eternity, which is very improbable ; or that thoſe 
who are not, mult ſuffer the vengeance of cternal fire! 
And for what? either for the glory of God, or tor the 
ſin of a man, who died thouſands of years before they 
were born. This is infinitely more ſhocking than an- 
nihilation. _ i . 
This 
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This attachment to obtuſe and ſyſtematic divinity, 
has tended to fill the Chriſtian world with envy, ma- 
lice, and perſecution : to irritate men to hate each 
other as fiends; rather than to unite them in brotherly 
love. Perhaps all, who have been good men with theſe 
notions, would have been better men without them. 

Simple Chriſtianity leads us to love God and our 
neighbour; and to attend to all thoſe duties which 
this giorious religion inculcates: but, when we add 
human creeds to our faith, we naturally fall zz with a 
Part, and cut with al: the reſt of the men who fear 
God. he General Baptiſts have been tinctured with 
this: perhaps not to that degree which ſome others 
have been, 1 think they are now more candid and 
catholic. | 
There is alſo danger on the other fide. Some, as 


they loſe their pre) adice àgainſt others, loſe alſo their 


zeal for God aud his truth. This is too evidently the 
caſe with ſome of the people on whom I write. They 
do not only give up party animoſities, but their ſtrict 
adherence to tue inſtitutes of Jeſus :—I hope not the 
eſſence of the Goh e of Chriſt. I wiſh they may abide 
ſtedfaſtly by their great toundation principle, to believe 
what God favs, and to do what he commands. In other 
words, to Rear the voice of Chriſt, and to follow 
bim.” Then, whether great and good men are with 


them, or inn them, it will not much ſignify; they 


nced not fear, God will be with them and for them. 
He will guide them by his counſel, and at laſt receive 
them to glory. | 


SECTION 


8 


„ͤͤͤ DM ⁹*¹ ] ᷣ a EE Eo on ds ! 


137 22 


SECTION IV. 
The Love of God to all Mankind, 


Neight. N HAT are their printipel reaſons for 
thinking, that the Love of God ex- 
tends to all mankind? 

B. 1. His attributes. The Apoſtle John, deſcrib- 
ing he Almighty, ſays, God is love.” His wiſdom, 
Juſtice, goodneſs, mercy, all derive a ſpecial glory from 
this. Who can think that infinite wiſdom, juſtice, 
goodneſs, and mercy, would ever make a being that he 
could not love ? All things were made by him; he 
made them juſt as he pleaſed ; and ſurely he mult be 
pleaſed with them. 

When a projet has pleaſed me in contemplation, T 
have made it, in hopes of it affording me additional 


pleaſure in completion; and have always found it fo, 


except in thoſe caſes in which wiſdom has failed me. 
But has wiſdom ever failed the great Mechanic? The 
giorl ious Architect of the whole ſyſtem of nature? NO! 


The great ſtupendous WHOLE, from firſt to laſts 
He ſaw minutely ere his fiat paſs'd.“ 

He could not be deceiv' d at any rate; 3 

And would he make a thing, he meant to hate? 


For a king to hate his ſubjects, a father to hate his 
children, is cruel; but for God to hate the work of his 
own hands, 1s incredible. And God ſaw every thing 


that he had made, and behold it was very good.“ 


2. The creation. What a divine beauty, and won- 


derful fitneſs do we behold in all the works of God! 
When Adam was firſt formed, he was not put as a poor 


ranger into an empty houſe, but into a Paradiſe of 


| delights ; where. every thing delicious abounded, for 


Wu the 
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the complete gratification of every ſenſe, and every fa- 
culty. Not only man, hut all the animate creation was 
perfectly accommodated with powers and propenſities 
for action, and objects to act upon. Mouths for meat, 
and meat for mouths : an appetite to that which was 
proper to the ſupport of cach, and food proper to the 
ſupport of all ; and within all their reach. Man, and 
beaſt, and bird, and fiſh, and fly, and worm, fitted to 
their reſpective ſtates ; and their ſtates fitted to them : 
to be happy in that, and in that alone. Fiſh could not 
breathe in air, nor birds in water; hut each and all 


pleaſingly do the works of creation ſhew the divine wil- 
dom, power and goodneſs ! but Love divine, is conſpi- 
cuous in all! | | . 

3. His Providence. All men, in all nations, partake 
of his general goodneſs ; reaſon, limbs, ſenſes, ſpeech, 
food, light, &c. The ſame to the beggar as to the king; 
to the ſinner as the faint; the Gentile as the Jew ; 
the Heathen as the Chriſtian : a kind providence ſup- 
plies them all. His ſhunſhine, and his ſhowers, are 
free to all. He ſatisfies the deſires of every living 
thing. ALL, from the higheſt monarch, to the mcan- 
eſt reptile, receive all their infinite variety of good from 
his muuificent heart, from his moſt liberal hand. 


There's not an angel, or an ant, 

\ Above—beneath his care; 

*Tis he ſupplies their ev'ry want; 
They all his bounty ſhare, 


His providence, through all the ages of time, ſhews 
his affeQtionate regard to the works of his hands. If 
he threaten, it is to alarm: if he puniſh, it is to re- 
claim.— | e | e 
Love's the ſpring of all he does; 
Love pieſides u here'er he. goes. 


But 
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But when they look at the Bible, and conſider the 
teſtimonies of that aſtoniſhing book, they arc filled with 
rapture, and loſt in wonder. There is love which paſſes 
knowledge | “ Love with out end, and without mea- 
ſure grace!“ 9 | 


4 His declarations. The following may ſerve as a 


ſperimen. God ſo loved the world, that he gave his 
only hegotten Son, that whoſoever believeth in him 


ſhould not periſh, but have everlaſting life. For God 
ſent not his Son into the world to condemn the world, 


but that the world through him might be ſaved,” John 
iii. 16, 17. God—endured with much long-ſuffering 
the veſſels of wrath fitted to deſtruction,” Rom. ix. 22. 
«« Of a truth I perceive that God is no reſpe&er of 
perſons: but in every nation, he that feareth Wn, and 
worketh righteouſneſs, is accepted with him.” Acts 
x. 34, 35- The Lord is—long-ſutfering to us ward, 

not willing that any ſhould periſh, but that all ſhould 
come to repciutance,”” 2 Peter iii. DB.” The Lord is 
good to all, and his tender mercies are over all his 


works,” Pal. cxlv. 9. „Have I any pleaſure at all 
that the wicked ſhould die? ſaith the Lord God; and 
not that he ſnould return from his ways, and live? I 


have no pleaſure in the death of him that dieth, faith 
the Lord God: wherefore turn yourſelves, and live ye,“ 


Ezek. xviii. 23, 32. * We have ſeen and do teſtify, 


that the Father ſent the Son to be the Saviour of the 


world,” 1 John iv. 14. Let the wicked forſake his 


way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts: and let 
lum return unto the Lord, and he will have mercy up- 
on him; and to our God, for he will abundantly par- 
don,“ Ia, WT. | 
5. His proclamations. The firſt promiſe of a Savi- 
our, was a proclamation to all the human race un- 
doubtedly: It ſhall bruiſe thy head,“ Gen. iii. 15. 
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And when the angel brings tidings of Jeſus's birth, he 
lays, Fear not; for behold J bring you good tidings 
ot great joy, Which ſhall be to all peopie. For unto 
you is born this day, in the city of David, a Saviour, 
which is Chriſt the Lord,“ Luke ii. 10, 11. AudJe- 
jus ſpake unto them, ſaying, All power is given un- 
to me in heaven and in earth. Go ye therefore and 
teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt: teaching 
them to obſerve all things whatſoever 1 have command 
ed you: and lo, I am with you alway, even unto the 
rug of the world. Amen,” Matt. xxviii, 18, 19, 20. 

And he ſaid unto them, Go ye into all the world, 
and preach the goipel to every creature. He that be- 
lieveth and is baptized, ſhall be ſaved ; but he that be- 


lieveth not ſhall be damned,” Mark xvi. 15, 16. That 


repentance and remiſſion of ſins ſhould be preached 
in his name among all nations, beginning at Jeruſa- 
lem Een in ye ſhall be witneſſes un- 


to me, both in Jeruſalem, and in all Judea, and in Sa- 


maria, and unto the uttermoſt part of the earth,” Acts 
i. 8. And I ſaw another angel fly in the midit of 
heaven, having the everlaſting Goſpel to preach unto 
them that dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and 
Kindred, and tongue, and people,” Rev. xiv. 6. 


6. His precious promiſes, and preſſing invitations. 


Some of theſe are to particular perſons, but many of 
them are general; as the ſhowers of heaven, as the light 
of day; ; eſpecially thoſe which relate to Chriſt and his fal- 
vation. In thy ſeed ſhall all the nations of the earth 
be bleſſed, becauſe thou haſt obeyed my voice.” See 
Gen. xi. 3. xvi. 18. xxii. 18. xxVi. 4. Xxviil. 14. 
Acts iii. 25, © Look unto me and be ye ſaved, all the 
ends of the earth.” Iſa. xlv. 22. xlix. 6. Acts xiii. 46, 
47. * Ho, every one that thirſteth, come ye to the 
waters, and he that bath no money; come ye, buy 
and 
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and eat; yea, come, buy wine and milk without money, 
and without price. Wherefore do ye ſpend money for 
that which is not bread? and your labour for that 
which ſatisfieth not? hearken diligently unto me, and 
eat ye that which is good, and let your ſoul delight it— 
ſelf in fatneſs. Incline your ear, and come unto me; 
hear, and your foul ſhall live; and I will make an evcr- 
laſting covenant with you, even the ſure mercies of 
David, : Ha. lu. 1, 2, 3. Come unto me, all ye. 
that labour, and are heavy laden, and I] will give you 
reſt, Matt. xi. 28. I will give unt» him that is 


athirſt of the fountain of the water of life freely,“ 
Rev. xxi. 6G. The Spirit and the Bride ſay, Come. 


And let him that heareth, ſay, Come. And let him 
that is athirſt come. And whoſoever will, let him 
take the water of life freely,” Rev. xxii. 17. May it 
not be ſaid of the Almighty— | | 


He ſtands with open arms, 

_ Inviting ſinners home; 

His voice contains a thouſand charms, 
And ev'ry charm ſays come? 


The parable of the marriage of the king's ſon, 
Matt. xxii. 1—14. Here obſerve, thoſe who were pre- 
viouſly invited, would not come; thoſe who were not 
preyioully invited, did come; that there was room for 
all, both good and bad; that none were objected to, 


but the man who had not on a wedding garment, 


Whatever the wedding garment were, it is plain the 
man knew, for he had nothing to ſay for himſelf that 
he had not one on : he could neither picad 1 Ignorance 
nor inability. 

'The great ſupper, Luke xiv. 15=24. is much like 
it. Here all are invited, and almoſt preſſed; and not 


one rejected, but thoſe who would not come. And 


E 3 | where- 
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wherefore theſe ? Becauſe they would not come! 
this he proteſted as it were they ſhould not taſte of his 


ſupper. Not one word of a previous decree againſt 


them. 

The lie ſon, Luke xv, 11—32. is a glorious 
diſplay of the love of God, in it's unlimited extent. 

Here God is ſet forth as the great parent of all. IIis 
family conſiſting of two ſons, and many ſervants. The 
youngeſt fon turns wild, demands his fortune, and 
takes! his journey into a far country; there he ſpends all, 
and is reduced to the moſt wretched ſtate of miſery and 
want. (See what ſinners gain by leaving God.) This 
brought him to himſelf: “ How many hired ſervants 
of my father's have bread enough and to ſpare, and I 
periſh with hunger ! I will ariſe, and go to my father, 
and will ſay unto him, Father, 1 have ſinned againſt 
heaven, and before thee, and am no more worthy to be 


called thy ſon: make me as one of thy hired ſervants. 


And he aroſe, and came to his father. But when he was 
yet a great way off, his father ſaw him, and had com- 
paſſion, and ran, and fell on his neck, and kifled him!“ 


What rapture when the Father greets 
A ſoul in ſuch a caſe; 

Oh! who can eſtimate the ſweets 
Of that divine embrace? 


His filthy rags are taken off, 
And he is cloth'd ane: 

The robe, the ring, the fatted calf, 
His hearty welchme ſhew, 


The palace doors are open'd wide, 
That he may enter in! 

The Father quite forgets to chide, 
Or aſk him where he's been, — 


For. 
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Thus, ſinner, thus he waits for thee, 
With infinite concern. 

O! let thy gracious Father ſee 
His prodigal return, 


I hope to be pardoned this excurſion. Who can 

walk in ſuch a delightful garden, and not ſtop to pluck . 
one flower; 

This charming parable ſhews moſt beautifully the 
loving kindneſs of the great Parent of all the ſinner's 
ſtate, as poor and wretched in the extreme the neceſ- 
fity for him to riſe, and to return to the Lord the rea- 
dineſs of God to receive him with a tender father's af- 
tetion—that there is no difference between Jew and 
Gentile; they are all one to him: he has a heart and a 
houſe for both, for all; for all the world, and for eve- 
ry creature :—Then, 


Chief of ſinners, you may come, 
In his loving heart there's room; 
Still he calls, and calls to you; 
Come and find the promile true. 


8. His deſign in ſending Jeſus into the world: T0 
deſtroy the works of the devil,“ 1 John! i. 8. 0 
take away the ſin of the world,” John 1. 29. To be 
the ſecond Adam, to reſtore what was ruined by the 
firſt. Therefore, as by the offence of one judg- 
ment came upon all men to condemnation, even fo by 
the righteouſneſs of one, the free gift came upon all 
men unto juſtification of life. For as. by one man's 
diſobedience many were made ſinners; ſo by the 0- 
bedience of one ſhall many be made righteous. More- 
over, the law entered, that the offence might abound. 
But where fin abounded, grace did much more abound : 
That as ſin hath reigned unto death, even ſo might 
grace reign through nightooulacts unto eternal life, 1 5 
5 Je us 
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Jeſus Chriſt our Lord,” Rom. v. 18 — 21. For ſince 
by man came death, by man came alſo the reſurrection 


of the dead. For as in Adam all die, even ſo in Chriſt 


ſhall all be made alive. —80 it is written, the firſt man 
Adam was made a living foul, the laſt Adam was made 
A quickening Spirit, 1 er. XV. 21-45 

By t thcie pallages they gather, that the love of God 
was as univertal in Chriſt, as the calamity brought in 
by the tin of Adam. If fin be univerſe through Adam, 


grace is univerſal through Chriſt. That God intended 


the bleiling to be as extenſive as the curſe; the good 
as the cvil; the life as the death; the righteouſnei; 
as the ſin; thegr ace as the offence; the juſtification as 
the condemnation; ; the reign of grace, as the reign of 
ſin. Thar, if there be a difference, it is in favour of 

grace, which has much more abounded than the offence. 
'Fhe grace of God, which hringeth ſalvation to all wen, 
hath appeared molt glorioufly in the goſpel diſpenſati— 
on. Now we ſee the end of all the ancient ſacrifices 
and ſervices from the birth of time ; they had a refer- 
ence to Jeſus, who verily was foreordained, before the 
foundation of the world, for the redemption of man 
though for wiſe reaſons kept ſecret from the very fa- 
vourites of heaven, till the work was actually accom- 
pliſhed : then the Sun of R. ghteouſneſs aroſe with 


healing in his wings, to light, to warm, to comfort a. 


poor benighted frozen world. 


Ye wr etched ſouls, je long have dwelt, 
Beneath the frigid zone; | 
This Sun of Righteouſneſs can melt 
A. heart of very ſtone. 


9. His giving to all men means of grace, or ſuch in- 
ſtructions and aſſiſtances which are ſufficient for their 


preſent : and future happineſs. 
Theſe 
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'Theſe means have been different, as the different 
o_ e which have been given to the human race. 

efore the law, before the flood, the Spirit of God 
ſtrove with men; and, undoubtedly, had they yielded 
unto it, it would have led them to God, as it did Abel, 
Enoch, Noah; and, it is hoped, many more, who are 
not recorded in the Bible. When God of his ſpecial 
grace choſe Abraham, and afterwards gave Iſrael the 
wy, theſe had ſuperior means of happineſs to the reit 
of mankind : the Lord as it were took them by the 
hand; ** bare them on eagles wings, and brought them 
to himſelf,” (Exod. xix. 4.) in a wonderful and pe— 
culiar manner. Yet this did not lay an inſuperable 
bar in thEway to the happineſs of the reſt. No; God 
did not, by electing Abraham, reprobate Melchifedec ; 
by electing Moſes, reprobate Jethro ; by electing Phi- 
nchas, reprobate Job; nor by electing Iſrael, repro- 
bate the Gentiles. Nor did he, by his choice of theſe, 
make it the duty of the reſt to he of their religion, or 
be damned. Melchiſedec, Jethro, and Job, where all 
priefts of God ; and undoubtedly had cach a pcople to 
_ officiate for, whom God acce; pted; though it doth not 
appear that they had any thing to do with the law of 
Mofes, or with the ontward covenant made with A- 
braham. 

We now are under the 3 0. iſpenſation: and ac- 
cording to our obedience to it, or rejection of it, we 
ſhall be ſaved or loſt. It is a new and living way, 
which infinite goodneſs has opened to us, to which we 
are bound to give the moſt earneſt heed, But can we 
ſuppoſe, that this is the way to thoſe nations, who are 
entirely ignorant of it? by no means! It can be a rule 
no turther than the knowledge of it extends, _ Corne- 
lius, and his friends, even Gentiles, were men high in 
the favour of God, before they knew any thing of Je- 
ſus, Acts X,—** Chhriſt is the true light, v hich lgbtetk | 


every 
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erety man that cometh into the world, by John 1, 8. 
And if he doth not light all men, by a law written on 
tables of ſtone, or by a glorious Goſpel printed in u 
book, he doth it by che law of God written in the heart, 
Conſcience is the King of heaven's vicegerent in the 
{foul of man; and where there is nothing "ls; there is 
that, Rom. ii. An! let that be regarded by all: not 
to the rejection ot revelation, but to the proper appit- 
Cation and improvement of it. | 


SHU is 


A 


— 


From thoſe to whom more light is given, 
Mare gratitude is due to heaven. 


10. The temper which is woven with the conſtitu- 
tion of man, and which religion commands and incul- 
cates; that is, a temper of general goodneſs; . to 
pray for all men,” 1 Tim. ii. 1. to love our ene- 
mics,” Matt, v. 44. And notwithſtanding human na- 
ture is now ſo much debaſed and corrupted, there are few 
perſons to be found among the moſt abandoned, who 
ſoberly and deliberately wi ih for one of their fellow. 

creatures to periſh everlaſtingly, If there be any ſuch, 
they are looked on as objects of general abhorrence 
and deteſtation, But a Chriſtian! how does he long 
tor the ſalvation of all! What would he go through to 
accompliſh it? He can almoſt wiſh himſelf accurſed 
from Chriſt, for the ſake of his fellow- men! 


Who put this temper, and cultivates it in the hu- 
man heart, but the bleſſed God? And will he put and 
encourage that in the hearts of his creatures, which he 
hes not in his own? Will he teach us to love, and to 
pray for thoſe very men that he hates? Will a king or- 
der his ſubjects to petition him for = life of a rebel, 
whom he is determined to hang? here 1s a 
ſin unto death; 1 do not ſay that ye ſhall pray for i it,“ 
John v. 16. When Iſtacl provoked God to ſwear in 
his wrath they 1 ould not enter into his reſt, Num. xiv. 

Moſes | 


Goſpel ordinances in their lives, The ſuperior value 
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Moſes mult not ſpeak to him any more on that matter, 


Deut. iii. 23—28, Eut till we know, by divine autho- 
rity (which is rarely, if ever the caſe), that a man lis 
thus ſinned himſelf out of all the bounds of divine mer- 
cy, it is our duty * to pray for all men:“ and for this 
great reaſon ; our « Saviour God wills that all men 
ſhould be ſaved.” Ard that this might be the caſe, 
„ Chriſt gave himſelf a ranſom for all,” 1 "Tim. it. 
1—6, See Dod. Verſion. : 

For theſe, and ſuch like reaſons, the General Baptilts 


conclude, that the great God has a real love to the 


whole human race ; and more eſyccially to their fouls. 
He has given a ſun to light alla providence to ſupply 
all—a ſeſus to die for alla conſcience to convict all 
and ſurely he is willing to fave all! If any periſh, the 
fault is all their own: they can never juſtly 


ce Blame the bowels of the Deity.— | 
Heaven wills our happine(s, allows our doom; 
Invites us ardenily, but not N 

Heaven but per pon 


N. But doth not this univerſal love rather apply to 
temporals than eternals ? to the bodies of men, r. ther 
than to thei ſouls? 

B. It is very unlikely that God ſhould love the ter- 
reſtrial better than the celeſtial. Ihe contrary in ſome 
caſcs is evident. Moſes was ſhut out of the laid of 


promiſe, but not out of glory; the Gentiles out of tlie 


inner temple, but not out of the divine compsiſion; 
infants out of Goſpel enjoyments, for want of capacity 
and knowledge 3; but, „of ſuch is the kingdom of 


heaven.” „ They ſhall come from the caſt, and from 
the weſt, and from the north, and from the ſouth, and 


ſhall fit down in the kingdom of God,” Luke xiii. 29. 
Probably many ſuch who never had the privilege of 


of 
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of the ſoul, in God's account, may be ſeen by the words 
of ſeſus Chriſt, Mark viii. 36, 37. What ſhall it pro- 
tit a man, if he ſhall gain the whole world, and loſe his 
own ſoul ? or what ſhall a man give in exchange for his 
foul??? And by the price which was paid for it's re- 
demption (1 Pet. i.): “ The precious blood of Chriſt.” 
By this judge, whether God' has the greateſt love | to the 
bodies or to the ſouls of men. 

N. Are not the words World, All, &c. ſometimes 
to be taken for a part only? and ought they not to be 
applied to the elect? Joha iii, 16. 1 Tim. ii. 6, &c. 

B. "That theſe words ſometimes mean only a part, 
is not denied; but they think never the ele& part. 
God's people are ſo far from being the world, that it is 
even ſajd they are not of the world. They ſhew the 
abſardity of this in the following manner: God fo 
| loved the (elect) world, that he gave his only begotten 
Son, that whoſoever (of the elect world) believeth ON 
bim, ſhould not periſh, but have everlaſting life. For 
God ſent not his Son into the (ele ct) world, to con- 
demn the (clet) world, but that the (ele&) world 
through him might be ſaved. He (of the ele& world) 
that belicveth on him, is not condemned, but he (of 


the elect world) that believeth not, is condemned al- 
ready, becauſe he hath not believed on the name of the 


only begotten Son of God. 


With reſpect to the word all, they look on it, that i It 


ought to he taken as univerſal, except the connection 
conſtrains it to be limited : of this there appears no ne- 
cofity, when applied to the extent of the death of Chriſt ; 

except it be, the wretched neceſſity to ſupport a ſyſtem. 
Not only the word , but every word in the Bible ought 
to be taken in it's general and obvious ſenſe, except the 


connection forbid, or we are liable to take away the 


force and efñcacy of Ser) ipture. 
N. If the light of nature and conſcience be ſalcient 


to 
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to thoſe who have no Bible, what need 1s there of re- 
yclation ? 

B. A rule of faith, of life, of worſhip, which we can 
depend on, like the Bible, is of infinite ſervice to the 
mind of man, to the glory of God, and the good of ſo- 
ciety. Like the law of the land when made public to 
all; every ſubject has the ſtatute to act by: they are no 
lopger in a ſtate of ſuſpenſe, but their duty is clear: 

the vicious are puniſhed, the virtuous protected, and 
the meritorious rewarded. How much more happy is 
2 nation with ſuch civil order, than one without it, 
both individually and collectively! Apply this to reli- 
gion, and think how much happier thoſe are who have 
a Bible, than thoſe who have not.—But the nations 
who have no Bible, cannot be ruled by it: then how 
can they be judged by it? It is monſtrous to try idiots 
and infants by the laws of men; and equally fo to try 
men by laws of which they can have no knowledge. 


Tt is evident then that the light of conſcience muſt be 


their rule, who have no better guide. ** Sin is not im- 
puted when there is no law: ““ For where there is 
no law, there is no tranſgreſſion, Rom. iv. 15. v. 13. 

The times of ignorance God winketh at. God is not 
2 hard maſter, reaping where he hath not ſown. 


Where he has given but one talent, he does not look _ 
for the improvement of five; nor does he allow them 
to bury that one, Matt. xxv. 14—31. 


N. Do you think that thoſe who have no Saviour, | 


can be ſaved without one? 


B. Certainly not. Whoever are ſaved, are faved 
through Chriſt ; whoever are forgiven, it is for Chriſt's 
fake. But if he died for the Heathen, may he not 
plead for the Heathen, though they know nothing of 
the one or the other? How were the Jews ſaved, be- 
fore Chriſt came? Certainly through the atonement 
and mediation of Jeſus Chriſt, Yet faith in him was 

F never 
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never made a condition of their acceptance, till he made 


his appearance among them. Then it was, and not 
till then“ He that believeth and is baptized, ſhall be 
ſaved.” But before, it was—** Let the wicked forſake 
his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts, and 
let him return to the Lord, and he will have mercy 
upon him, and to our God, for he will abundantly par- 
don.” As Jeſus was an unknown mediator for the 


Jews, why not for the poor Gentiles ? If children and 


idiots are ſaved, ſurely it is in this way. — But do not 

let us, who have a Bible and a Goſpel, think of being 
ſaved in this way; no: where the Goſpel is extant, let 
us remember the Saviour himſelf declares— He that 
believeth not, ſhall be damned—. Where much is giv- 
en, much is required,” — Whatever light any man has, 
It is by the improvement of that light, that he can rea- 
ſonably expect to be happy. If he neglect this, his 
light will increaſe his condemnation, John iii. 19. 


NV. Was not Chriſt deſigned to he the reſtorer of a 


part, rather than of the whole human race? 
B. If Chriſt were not deſigned to be the Reſtorer, or 
Saviour of all men, the original promiſe ſeems a tre- 


mendous curſe, rather than a bleſſing, to far the great- 


eſt part of mankind. It is entirely through him, that 
they have an exiſtence at all; and if only a miſerable. 
exiſtence, oi body and ſoul ia hell to all eternity, they 
have little cauſe to rejoice in the promiſed ſeed, 
Surely had Adam known that he, by having his life 
ſpared, would be the inſtrument of everlaſting woe, to 
ſo many millions of his offspring; he would have choſen 
ſtrangling rather than life. Had he known that the 
| ſeed of the woman was only intended to be a bleſſing to 


a ſmall remnant of his numerous poſterity, but an in- 
finite curſe to the reſt, the thought would have bro- 


ken his very heart to pieces.—'This quite eclipſes the 
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repreſents Jeſus in a moſt frightful light, and fills the 
human mind with horror. But God loved the es 
— Chriſt was the defire of all nations — His Goſpel, 
every creature -The Saviour of all men, but eee 
them that believe, 1 Tim. iv. 10. 

N. Then do not they believe, that if God loved the 
whole world, and that Cbriſt died for all men, that it 
of neceſſity follows, that the whole world muſt be ſaved? 

B. Had they no Bible to ſettle this point, it is pro- 
bable they would ſo believe; but that will not ſoffer 

them. The Bible tells them, in the moſt unequivocal 
expreſſions, © That God loved the world—that Chriſt 
died for all;” but it never ſays, that for theſe reaſons 
all will be ſaved, but the contrary. The want of love 
in God, is never given as the reaſon, that any ſinner is 
not ſaved, or that Chriit did not die for him, but ſome- 
thing very different. They often refer to the great 
proclamation ; „ Go ye into all the world, and preach 
the Goſpel to every creature : he that believeth and 1s 
baptized, ſhall be ſaved; but he that believeth not, ſhall 
be damned,” Mark xvi. 15, 16. This they think full 
to the point: the immediate reaſon of a ſinner's ſalva- 
tion or damnation, is here plainly pointed out. 
= This is a matter of great conſequence. Unbelief is, 
or it is not, the cauſe of a ſinner's condemnation. (We 
readily grant that fin is the firſt cauſe, but as this is 
common to all, we are now ſpeaking of the cauſe of his 
continuing in condemnation.) If it be the cauſe; then 
it is not the eternal decree of Jehovah, which is the 
cauſe, If it be his decree, that is the cauſe ; then it is 
not unbelief, which is the cauſe. Then, what is the 
Bible, which ſays it is, but a falſe book? And if the 
book be falſe; what is it's Author ?—The Bible ſays in 
round terms, „He that believerh not is condemned al- 
ready, BECAUSE he hath not believed in the name of 


the oaly begotten Son of God,“ John i 111. 18. BE- 
E 5 5 CAPSE 


88 n 1 a ”" 4 * 2 bann * Gy the 4 2 4 
/ a, 
4% Iu 5 e . ER A, * os 4 5 3 WY v4 0 L : 


F N , 
. EST STD N 3 n N 3 N 
„ „% ͤ˙oU—— . ⁰·ůũnuxd̃̃ T. as 
22 ons eo og ns PFF 
7 Cc £08 rare 23 ͤ a AN 4 7% ͤ CARE DS SO 


bY The Love of Gad ts all Mankind. 
CAUSE of unbelief they were broken off,“ Rom xi. 20. 
So we ſee that they could not enter in BECAUSE of 
unbelie, Heb. iii. 19. Let God be true, and every 
man a liar,”* who contradits him. Amen. 


N. Indeed, I think they have a great deal of reaſon 
on their fide. I feel a peculiar pleaſure in the though it, 
that the love of God is ' general and univerſal. 


HERE I could wiſh to reſt, and never rove 
From this broad ground—God's Univerſal Love. 
How ſweetly ſoothing to the anxious mind, 
God's univerſal love to all mankind, 

This doctrine reaches me; I now begin 
To feel celeſtial happineſs within: 

I tcel my heart expand, my bolom glow 
O what a God is he to love me ſo! 


Not me alone, but all the human race, | A 
Ile longs to graſp in his divine embrace: 7 
Kindly allures them to their native ſkies, | | = 


With crowns of glory and immortal joys, 


O wretched men! who hear him call in vain ; 
Who grieve their God, for everiaſting pain! 
Who feed on huſks, who wallow in the mire, 
And court the vengeance of eternal fire.— 


Riſe, ye poor ſinners, from your ſervile ſtate ; 
Seek, ſeek ſalvation ere it be too late; 
Let not a world of joy and glory go, 
To ihare damnation in a world of Woo. ZH 


The love which reaches me extends to you: 
They're all s ons, the Gentile and the Jew; 
The rich, the poor, the ignorant and wile, 
Love univertal—never will deſpiſe, _ 
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SECTION: . 
How they direct a Sinner to obtain Salvation, 


XNeiehb. HAT do the General Baptiſts mean by 
Salvation? 

Bapt. They mean deliverance from the condemnation | 
and the dominion of ſin ; from the curſe of the divine 
law; from the wrath of the Almighty ; from the dan- 
ver of Hell, and being brought into the favour of God; 
and to the enjoyment of a hope of glory. | 

N. How do they direct a ſinner to obtain this ſalva- 
tion? e 

B. They commonly treat on ſome ſubje&s previous 
to this, which they conſider as introductory (eſpecially 
if the text will admit of it ; and whether it will or no, 
they commonly take that liberty), ſuch as, the fall of 
man throngh the fin of Adam—his incapacity to reco- 
ver himſelf the horrors of living and dying in that 
miſerable ſtate the inſufficiency of his repentance and 
reform, to ſatisfy the Divine Juſtice, for his numerous 
tranſgreſſions that without pardon of his fins, he muſt 
perith everlaſtingly. All which they endeavour to 


prove by a number of appoſite paſſages of Scripture.— 


Then they point out the love of God to the world in 
general, and to every poor ſinner in particular. How 
loath he is that any ſhould periſh—that he gave his 
own dear Son to ſave them laid all their fins on him 


made his ſoul an offering for them—lſets him forth as 


a propitiation—employs his miniſters to beſeech ſinners 
in Chriſt's ſtead, to be reconciled to God.—They then 


ſhew the ability and willingneſs of Jeſus to ſave ſinners, 
by his attributes of wiſdom, power, love, holineſs, au- 
thority, &c. which they further illuſtrate by his mi- 


racles, doctrines, ſufferings, death, reſurrection, com- 
| , © - mifſſion. 
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miſſion to his apoſtles, promiſes, offices which he ſuſ- 
tains, &c. &c. 


N. This fort of preaching muſt be inſtructive and 
affecting: is it not? 

B. It certainly is, with reſpe& to the One thing 
needful.” The principal objection to it is, that it leads 
to a round of diſcourſe, and often loſes it's efficgey by 
it's frequent repetition.—Some have cenſured them as 
having but one ſermon for every text. 

N. I think that is very probable; yet a repetition of a 
good diſh, is a vaſt deal better than ſtarving. But you 
have not informed me, how they direct a finner to ob- 
tain ſalvation. - 

B. True: when they have, as they think, ſufficient- 
ly ſet forth Jeſus as the only Saviour, they urge the 
ſinner to believe in him, in order to be ſaved; - aſſuring 
him, from the authority of Scripture, that in ſo doing, 
he hall not periſh, but have eternal life, 

N. Do they think a ſinner can believe juſt when he 
_ pleaſes ? 

B. Some have expreſſed themſelves, as if that were 
their opinion; the greater part, if not all, now think 
differently. They look on the knowledge of the Goſ- 
pel as the foundation of faith ; that they cannot believe 
that which they are ignorant of; that a man muſt 
know ſomething of Jeſus Chriſt, before he can act faith 
upon him. Their previous teaching is intended to 
give the ſinner this information, and to prepare his 
mind, that he my embrace the Goſpel with readineſs : 
and joy. 
N. Do not they look on faith as the gift of God ? 
Do they think to beget it in the heart of the ſinner by 
their teaching? | 

B. 'They think that every good thing 1 is the gift of 
God, and conſequently faith; but that it is given, as 
many other things are, in the uſe of Proper means. By 


fearch- 
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ſearching the Scriptures. John v. 39. That faith 
comes by hearing the Goſpel, Rom. x. 17. The A- 
poſtle ſpake the word of the Lord to the jailer, that he 
might know and believe on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt; and 
this means proved effectual, Acts xvi. 25—35. 

V. Do they think the Bible ſufficient to beget faith 
in the ſoul, 2 a ſpecial ee by the nao 
Ghoſt? 

B. I cannot ir with preciſion; if you mean by 
ſpecial, miraculous, I rather think they do. 

Were the king of Great Britain to ſend me a letter, 
ſigned with his own hand, containing an invitation and 
a promiſe, that if I would come to London, he would 
give me a thouſand pounds a year for ever, and that I 
ſhould be mechanic to his majeſty, I ſhould be greatly 
aſtoniſhed. At firſt L ſhould hardly believe for joy and 
wonder. But when I came to reflect, that the letter 
was certainly from the king, and that I was the very 
perſon intended, I think I could beheve him, and ven- 
ture, on the evidence and authority of his invitation 
and promiſe, to go to London; without deſiring the 
king to come down in perfon to my poor dwelling, to 
confirm his word to me, by ſome ſpecial token : I ſhould 
think his ſending me a letter was token quite ſufficient: 
Mould not you? 

N. Certainly ! I do not know who would not! 

B. Well ; God has given us a letter, and therein uf. 
ſures us, that ** he ſo loved the world, that he gave his 
only begotten Son, that whoſoever believeth on him 
ſhould not periſh, but have everlaſting life.” May I 
not believe this word of God, as firmly as the word of 
the king ? Is not his word to be depended on, as much 

as the word of a man? Muſt he come to confirm it 
by ſome miracle, to fatisfy ſuch a puny mortal as I ? 
No! he has ſaid it, and that 1s enough! J will take 
him at his word. 


While 
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While wiſe and prudent look for ſomething more; 
'I truſt his e and my God adore. 


W. Your reas' ning makes me bluſh! I muſt be wrong 3 z 
How could I be ſo ignorant ſo long? 


But is not the aſſiſtance of the Holy Ghoſt promiſed ? 


Can there be a ſpiritual birth, without the help of the 


Spir rit ? 
B. Divine aſſiſtance 1s promiſed: and experienced in 


converſion, without doubt. They, I think, in general 
believe, that God does, by his Spirit, convince of fin— 


enlighten the underitanding—ſubdue the obſtinacy of 
the will—difpoſe the ſinner to ſeek ſalvation—encou— 
rage him to come to Jeſus—purity the heart—rajſe the 
affections —quicken thoſe who are dead in treſpaſſes and 


ſins, and comtort the ſouls of his people by his gracious | 
aſſiſtances. That this is the Lord's doing; but not 


always by miracle, but by means : of which means the 


Scripture is the principal, and ſufficient for the purpoſe, 


if diligently actended to. 
There are two things which they attentively obſerve : 
—the Saviour's commiſſion, and the Apoſtles' practice. 


By theſe they are taught to preach the Goſpel to every 
creature; to urge them to believe, to repent, to ſearch 

the Scriptures, to come to Chriſt, to receive the word, 
to ſave themſelves by fleeing to jeſus. They find no 


tection, nor example, to countenance them in ſetting 


ſinners to wait and to pray for faith; or to expect ſpe- 
cial aſſiſtance to enahle them to believe. The Apoſtles 
urged ſinners hy all the arguments of love and of terror; 
invited and preſſed them to be reconciled to God; warn- 


ed them of the danger of neglecting ſo great falvation ; 


aflured them of pardon, juſtification, and eternal life, 
on their believing in Jeſus; and the certain miſery, and 
final deſtruction of all thoſe who obeyed not the Goſ- 


pel of God.—This the baptiſts think the beſt method 


for 
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for them to imitate; and they glory in having ſuch 
a commiſſion and ſuch. precedents. 


The neceſſity of God's help they feelingly experi- 


ence : for this they pray, and ſupplicate, and wreſtle, 
They know that without him they can do nothing. 


But where would be the uſe of telling a ſinner all this; 


eſpecially one who wants to know what He muſt do to 


'be ſaved! ? Would it not have a tendency to keep him 


away, rather than to bring him to Jeſus ? God is not 
ilack concerning his promiſe ; ; we may leave his part fo 
him. Let the prodigal return, and God will receive 
bim, and make him happy. Chriſtian experience is 


one thing, and a ſinner's duty another, 


. Their reaſons for their conduct ſeem very weigh- 
ty. Suppoſe I ſhould ſeriouſly aſk them, what I muſt 
do to be ſaved ; what, do you think, "they would fay 
to me? 

B. Juſt what the Apoſtle did to the Tailors Be- 
lieve on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and thou ſhalt be ſaved.” 


N, But I could not believe on him for. their bid- 
ding me. 


B. True: then they would | inquire what it was that 
hindered you; whether ignorance—pride—ſhame—fear 
—prejudice—wo:ldly-mindedneſs, &c. And they would 


_ endeavour, by ſuitable paſſages, to inform and to influ- 


ence you to break through all oppoſition for ſalvation. 


N. Would they be ſo free—take ſuch pains with 


any poor body, who might ſeriouſly make ſuch in- 
quiry ? 
B. Yes; and be glad at heart of the opportunity. 
A. I love them tor that however. —Suppoſe my dif- 


ficulty wer? fear; — fear that 1 had finned beyond 


mercy : ? 


B. They would i inquire what * of | ſin lay on. 


your mind. 
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N. Suppoſe it were ſinning againſt convictions of 
conſcience—reJcQing the Goſpel ſo long ? 


B. They would not flatter your ſin, but ſhow it to be 


grievous ; vet ſhow you, from the commiſſion, Mark 
Xvi. 15, 16. that you were included in it. They would 
allo ſtrive to encourage you from the following conſi— 
derations:— The coming of Chriſt to fave ſinners—the 


chief of ſinners—that which was loit—the thief on the 
croſs the crucifiers of himſeli—the broken hearted 


the ſtout kearted—the wicked—the ungodly. How 
God called, * Ho, every one that thiriteth.*—Chritt 
calls, „Come unto me, all ye that labour, and are 
heavy laden, and I will give you reſt.” The Spirit 


calls, and ſays, ** Come.” And that there was fpecial 


caſon to ſay, that they called to and invited you, be- 


cauſe of the trouble of your mind, and conviction of 


lin; that you wes not given up to hardneſs of heart 


was plain, becauſe your heart was touched, or you 


would not cry for mercy, 

N. Suppoſe I were enabled to "Oe that the Lord 155 
ſus was able and willing to ſave even ſuch a poor un— 
worthy worm as I, yet could not be happy; could not 
believe, fo as to have peace and) Joy ; how would rey 
direct me then? 

B. Probably they w ould. urge you to ſearch the 
Scriptures—to meditate on the deſign and love of God 
in giving Chriſt the deſign and love of Chriſt in com- 
ing from heaven—to hear the word of the truth of the 


Goſpel to keep your mind free as poſſible from world- 
ly embarraſſments to reflect on the many encourage- 


ments you had to believe on Jeſus, the anointed Savi 
our to keep company and to converſe with experi- 
enced Chriitians. Some would encourage you, in this 
ſtate of perplexity, to call on the Lord by prayer and 
ſupplication: and, I think, with very great propriety ; 


For, 
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For, where for help ſhouid hcl; leſs ſinners go, 
But to the Father, who will help beitow ? 


N. Is not this directing a ſinner to act faith, rather 
than how to obtain it? 

B. I grant it: yet, perhaps, there is d way fo ef- 
fectual to teach a child the nature of walking, as ſet- 
ting it on it's feet, I think ] have learned mere of the 
nature of faith by the uſe of it, than by all the teach- 
ing which I have ever had on the ſubject. Ibis is the 
method which I take with my hoys : I fiir te!! them and 
ſhew them, and then ſet them to try. Without trying 
my telling and ſhewing are of very little uſe : and fome- 
times they make but little out, by all the telling, and 
ſhowing, aud trying, which we are maſter of, It re- 
quires ſtudy - patienceperſeverance time. | 

V. Then I am ſure | had need have begun ſooner : 
however, let me gin diligence now, —But, perhaps, [ 


am miſtaken in the his g. What do they think faith 


Is? When do they th FT a ſinner believes to the ſay ing 
of his ſoul ? | 
B. They look on it, that faith in Jefus Chriſt i in- 


| cludes two things: A knowledge of him, as being 


O 
indeed the Saviour. 2. Receiving him as ſuch to them- 


ſelves 3 or coming to him foi reſt to their ſouls.— That 
when a ſinner is convinced of his inability to ſave 
himſelf—ſees Jeſus Chriſt as the Redeemer of periſh. 
ing mortals, and really ventures to place his depen- 
dence upon him for juſtification and eternal life, he is 
then one who believes to the ſaving of the ſoul; he is 


paſſed from death to life. 


V. Is this faith? This is caſy to be done! This 
doth not require much time. 
B. So much the better! but did you ever r try | ? It 


ſeems eaſy to a ſcholar to write a good hard, yet few 


men arrive to be maſters of a pen. It ſeems eaſy to an 
e 8 obſerver 
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obſerver to believe on Jeſus, yet few find it very eaſy in 
practice. Vet it is a little thing, and eaſy in it's na- 


ture, to believe on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; ſuited to 


the meanett capacity; to the moſt helpleſs and indigent 


inner. If it were not, who could be ſaved ? But there 

15 difficulty enough to bring the proud man to ſtoop to 
enter in at this low, this eaſy door. This is break-back 
work indeed ! O, what difficulty to ceaſe from his own 
works, and to count all his own righteouſneſs as filthy 
rags, as dung and droſs for Chriit ! And till this is 


the cafe, there is little hope of his believing to the ſa- 


ving of his ſoul. 


N. You ſeem to ſay, that believing is an eaſy thing, 


and that believing iS a hard thing: I do not under- 
{ſtand you. 


B. Beheving is not a hard thing 3 in itſelf ; but it is 


often a hard thing to bring a ſinner to believe. The 


following may explain my meaning. This being a 
time of war, the King wants men: recruiting parties 
are all over the nation. It is an caſy thing to become 
a ſoldler; but oiten a hard thing to perſuade men to 
enlitt, This occaſions all the difficulty. The officer 1s 
willing : he is ready to force the ſhilling into your 
hand. But there are few, eſpecially of your good fort 
of people, care to ſerve his Majeſty in that capacity, 


If they have even one good mind to do it, they have 


often two againſt it, When they almoſt reſolve ; what 
hefitation! what fear! what tremour! what a good 
mind to venture and not to venture! how many queſ- 
tions to aſk! how much ſhould I or ſhould I not! 
Vhat will my father—mother—relations ſay ? What 


vill my companions tay? How ſhall I ever face my 


_ neighbours again if | go for a ſoldier ?—All this and 


not yet liſted! No more a ſoldier than he vias ten years 


ago. 


the 
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the world, to invite every creature to believe in him and 
be ſaved ;—to come to him for reit ;—to venture their 
fouls in his hands, and all ſhall be well. But, O, what 
to and again there is in the ſinner! How many apolo- 
gies, ſhuffles, and excuſes! How many purpoſes and 
promiſes to begin at a future ſeaſon ! How much oppo- 
ſition from within and from without! I am ſo unworthy, 
ſo unſanctified, ſo ignorant; I fear I ſhall never make 
any thing out to purpoſe. Better never to begin than 
turn back again. It will almoſt break my father and 


mother's heart. I ſhall bring their grey heirs with ſor- 


row to the grave. My companions will call me a fool. 
The clergyman will thinks me an enthuſiaſt. I hall 
probably loſe a great part, if not all my cuſtom. Then 
what will become of my family? — Thus he halts, and 
heſitates, till conſcience tells him, by the King's autho- 
rity, * That he muſt either believe or be damned!“ 
Then he comes trembling, with—< Lord ſave, or 5 pe- 
riſh !”*—as you did.— 


N. Nay, do not ſay ſo! I fear I never did! I never 
heard ſo much on this ſubject before —1 am 0 a 


learner. 

B. Art thou a Chriſtian, and knoweſt not theſ⸗ 
things ? 

N. I think there are many Chriſtians, who do not 
know theſe things, in this manner. You do not think 
that Chriſt is as willing to receive a poor lolt {inner, as 
4 recruiting-ofticer is a likely young man; do you? 
B. Certainly © or What does he {end his ſervants ta 
preach for ? 

N. For! Why, to ks men better to bring them 


to repent to mend their life to do juſtly to love 
mercy—to walk humbly with their God. 


B. And what then? 


N. What then? Why, to bi ing them to hope, that 
God will be pacified towards them, and pardon their 
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ſins for Chriſt's ſake ; and then take them into his fa. 
vour, and make them happy for ever. 

B. Where did you learn this? 

NM. Learn this? Why, is not this very good Chriſti 
anity ? 

B. Chriſtianity 3 You have turned it quite upſide 
down ! If this be your way to obtain ſalvation, you 
had need have begun along while ago. 

N. I told you, I was but a learner.—-Do the Baptiſts 
think that the ſinner muſt do nothing to appeaſe the 
divine diſpleaſure? 

B. They think the divine diſpleaſure is already ap- 

peaſed by Jeſus Chriſt, © That God is diſpoſed, of his 
own rich grace, to receive and pardon all who believe 
on his dear SON, without any reſpect to their righteout- 
nels, | 
N. How do they prove this ? 7: 
B. By the whole ſyſtem of Chriſtianity. It is a diſ- 
penſation of grace. God's love is the ſpring of all it's 
invaluable bleflings. Jeſus Chriſt is the free gift of 
God. Eternal lite is the free gift of God. ** By grace 
are ye ſaved through faith; and that not of vourlelves, 
it is the gift of God : : not of worse leſt any man mould 
hoaſt, Epli: ii. 8, 9. | | 

To end all oy putes on this head, diligently conſider 
the commiition, Mark xvi. 15, 16. Go: ye into all the 
world, and preach the Goſpel to every creature. He 
that belicveth and is baptized, ſhall be ſaved ; but he 
that believeth not, ſhall be damned.” —Rom. iii. 19— 
28. Now we know, that what things ſoever the law 
ſaith, it ſaith to them who are under the law: that eve- 
ry mouth may be itopped, aud all the world may be- 
come guilty before God. Therefore by the deeds of 
the law there inall no fleſh be juſtified in his fight : 
for by the law is the knowledge of fin. But now 
the righteouſneſs 01 God without the law is manifeſted, 
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being witneſſed by the law and the prophets; cven 
the righteouſneſs of God, which is by faith of | Jelus 
Chrift unto all, and upon all them that believe: tor 


there is no difference; for all have ſinned, and come 


ſhort of the glory of God: being Jaltified freely by his 


grace, th rough the redemi MELON that is in Teſt 8 Chritt ; 


whom God hath fet forth e be 1 ropitiation, through 
faith in his blood, to declare his rigute oUutizcls for the 


remiſſion of fins that are paſt, through the forbearance 
of God; to declare, I ſay, at this time his righteouſ- 
nes: that he might be juſt, and the jultifier of him 
viuch belleveth in jeſus. Where is boatting then? It 
is excluded, By what law? of works ? Nay; but by 
the law of faith, Therefore we conclude, that a man 
ie juſtißfed by fait! without the deeds of the Law. 

Acts Ai. 38, 39. Be it- known unto you therefore, 
men and breibren, that through this man is preached 


unto you the forgivenels of fins ; and by him all that 


believe are juſtified from all things, irom which ye could 
not be juſtified by the law of Moics.”—-2 Cor. v. 18— 


21, „% All things are of God, who hath reconciled us to 


nimſelf by Teſus Chriſt, and hath given to us the mini- 
ſtry of reconciliation ; to wit, that God was in Chriſt, 
reconciling the world unto himſelf, not imputing their 
trelſpaſſes unto them; and hath committed unto us the 
word of reconciliation. Now then we are ambaſſadors 
ior Chriſt, as though God did beſeech you by us: we 
pray you in Chriſt's ſtead, be ye reconciled to God. 

For he hath made him to be ſin for us, who knew no 


in; that we might be made the EO of God 


16 hi im.“ 

By theſe, and many other paſſages, it is „ that 
we have nothing to do, in order to bring God to be re— 
conciled to the ſinner: our bulincfs is to beſcech the 


{inner to be reconciled to God. He ſtretches out his 


G 2 hands 


l 

| 
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lands all the day long to a difovedient and gainſnying 
people. | 

N. Well, I am aſtoniſhed ! I never ſaw things in 
this light before! yet it certainly muit He ſo. Goc 
was in Chriſt reconciling the world unto himſelf Eke: 
conciling me to bin ſeif! How blind have! been! 1 
thought J muſt do fomething, to reconcue God to me : 
and ſometimes I thouzhr repentance was to doit; and 
tometimes 1 thought faith was to do it; and ſometimes 
the loving God with all my heart, and my neighbour 
as myſelf, was to do it; and fometimes 4 thought all 
theſe together were to do it; and Jometimes ! thought 
it would never be done, Thus I have been up and 
down, hoping and fearing for years. All this time 
like a blind man in the ſunſhine, groping for the wall 
at no001-Gav. J am aſtoniſhed at myſeli—at my God— 
at, I can how lay, my Sabin. 
What notions have I had about faith! I had uſcd to 
think it was ſome great thing, wrought by miracle in 


tlie human heart in an inſtant; ſudden, firange, and 


wonderful as the change at the refurreAion of the dead. 

never thought ir to be a ſimple belief, that Chriſt had 
loved me, and gave himſelf for me; and reſting on him 
alone, as a poor finner, for my ſalvation. — But perhaps 


am got out of one extreme into another. Tell me it 


you think 1 am, 

£. ] congratulate and rejoice with yon! Do you alfo 
joy and reoice in the Lord! You have found that 
which is more precious than gold—that which brings a 
precious Saviour to your enjoyment. ** Fleih and blood 


hath not revealed it unto you ; but your Father, who 


is in heaven.“ 
N. Do you think ſo? 
2. Les, that I do! 
X. How has he revealed it to me ? 


e N 
* ES 3 


3 


ö 
W > 


. 
e 
3 L 
* n 
* Ee Se 


. 0 
e 


Js 


* 
* 
. 
Tn 
987 
* . 
= 
** 

> 
* 
Ry 
. 
5 


A 


3 
E N 
Y NIE ESTA LIES e 


A 


SUE 


Pg 


How they direct a Sinner to obtain Salvation. 65 


B. By the glorious Goſpel. The entrance of his 
Word gives you light. 

N. Ah, that it "does! I can hardly help ſinging for 
joy ! Can you join me? 

B. Yes, heartily! 


9 


NOW 1 can ſing the wondrous grace, 
Which brought ſalvation from the (ky ! 
Saivation to the human race; 

Salvation to luch worms as I; 
Salvation from a world of woe; 


Salvation ſuch as angels know! 


Jeſus, thou bleeding Lamb, to thee, 
To thee I come with thanktulnels : 
To thy dear boſom, Lord, I flee, 
That ſafe, that quiet reſting place: 


O! what a tender heart is ine | 


To pity ſuch poor ſouls as mine! 


How blind, how ſtupid have I been! 
How prejudic'd againſt thy way! 
How ſelf-ſufficient in my ſin! 
Hoping, at laſt, my debt to pay! 
Though not a ſingle mite had I, 


"As 35a oo” | 1 
Not if a mite would glory buy! 


Obtain'd eternal life tor me! 
For me, the chief of ſinners! I 


But now my eyes are opened: | 
Thank, thank the Lord! at lat I ſee! _ 
Jeſus hath ſuffered in my flead 


ES 1 —— — — —_— — — ” 
- — 


Can on his faithfulneſs rely. 


What ſhall I render to the Lord, 
From whom my hopes and bleſtings ſprivg ? 


| 
| 


W ho graciouſly my foul reſtor'd, 


And taught me feelingly to ſing ? 
61 ory to bim, through endleſs days! 
Let « ev 1 nation lound his praile. 


G 3 | In} B. vou 
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B. You have anticipated my intention; it may there- 
fore be proper to add a few remarks, by way of in- 
ſtruction and caution. You now, I hope, thro” grace, 
believe and experience the happy effects of joy and peace 
in believing. Remember, that though joy and peace ac- 
company beheving, yet they are not parts of it. You 
may hereafter find your joy and peace greatly diminiſh- 


ed; almoſt gone: you may be in heavineſs through ma- 
nifold temptations. Should this be the caſe, do not 


give up your hold of Jeſus, nor of his precious promiſes. 
Still truſt in him as the ſame kind friend; even if he 
ſhould appear to your feelings to have forſaken you, 


'This may be for the trial of your faith. 'The joy of 


faith, and the lite of faith, do not always go hand in 
hand. If therefore you, at times, feel dark, and cold, 
41d dead, be not diicouraged, Jeſus lives! and learn to 
live dependent on him. The darkeft clouds do not 

drown the ſun, though they often hide him from our 
view: ſo the veliever is fometimes under the cloud, with 


reſpect to his own evidence of the preſence and love of 


his glorious Redeemer. To ſee him is one thing, to 


truit him is another, Learn then to truſt in the Lord 
at all times. 


Keep a particular eye upon ſin, to avoid it: this is 


the great enemy to God and man. If God be recon- 
ciled to the ſinner, he is not reconciled to ſin: this 
always tends to weaken faith—darken the mind—ſe- 
parate from God, and to bring the ſoul into trouble. 
lf our heart condemn us not, then have we confidence 


towards God.“ If holineſs be not the ground or root | 
of faith, faith is the root of holineſs. © The grace 


of God, which bringeth ſalvation, hath appeared to 
all men, teaching us, that denying ungodlineſs and 
worldly luſts, we ſhould live ſoberly, righteouſly, and 
godly in this preſent world,” Titus it, 11, 12, 
DS 1 5 Be 
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Be careful in the obſervance of every perſonal and 


him, who has called you to glory and virtue. Make 
aſe of the Redeemer in all his characters and offices. 
Let faith bring you to live on him, to live to him, till 
vou live with him. Let not an unbelieving heart be- 
tray you to depart from him, or lead you to diſhonour 
him in your thoughts or conduct. 


UNBELIEF will pierce your Lord, 
More than thorns, or nails, or {word : 
Y _  Thele reach but his mortal part, 
Z Head, and feet, and hands, and heart 
But this murd'rous Unbelief, 
Puts his very ſoul to grief. 


SECTION 


relative duty; that you may ſhew forth the praiic of 


68 ] 
SECTION VI. 
g on abſolute final Perſeverance. 


Neighb, THO the General Baptiſts think it poſſible 
for a true believer to fall from grace ? 
Bart. Ves; many of them do. 
N. What reaſons do they give for this opinion? 
B. 1. They look on this F fe as a ſtate of trial and 
exerciſe ; which implies difficulty and danger, 


The many cautions which are given to Chriſtians, 


to take heed leit they fall, as others have done. 
3. The plain declarations of Scripture. The Spirit 
ſpeaketh expreſly, that ſome ſhall depart from the 


faith, 4 Tim. iv. 1. Concerning faith, have made 


ſhipwreck, 1 Tim. i. 19. If ye live after the fleſh, 
ye mall die,” Rom. viii. 13. 

4. ne many powerful temptations which they feel 
in themſelves, and their obſervation of others, who gave 
the moi probable proof of converſion. 


89. he proinifes made to the children of God. He 


that ſhall endure unto the end, the ſame ſhall be ſaved,” 
Matt. xxiv. 13. Be thou faithful unto death, and I 


will give thee a crown of life,“ Rev. ii. 10. Whyv theſe. 


encouragements, theſe motives to animate, if no poſſi- 
bility of failure? 

6. They think it dangerous, if not pernicious, to the 
ſouls of men, in leading them to neglect the means of 
ſafety, by the perſuaſion that there is no danger. 

7. It takes away or weakens, the praiſe or blame of 
human actions. How can we commend a child for 


ſtanding, when held ſo faſt * it's father, that it can- 


not fall? 


8. They do not find it ever aſſerted in Scripture: 
without an implication of ſome condition; as, “If ye 
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through the Spirit do mortify the deeds of the body, ye 
fhall live,” Rom. viii. 13. 

9. Some paſlages ſeem directly ag RET it. The 
Lord is with you while ye be with Rm; and if ye ſeek 


him, he will be found of you; but if ye ende him, he 


will forſake you,“ 2 Chron. xv. 2. And Jer. xviii. 
711. Ezek. xvii, 24— 28. are very ſimilar. ell; 
becauſe of unbelief they were broken off, and thou 


ſtandeſt by faith. Be not high-minded, but fear. For 


1 God ſpared not the natural branches, take hee leſt 
he allo ſpare not tliee,“ Rom. xi. 20; 21. 

10. Certain final perſeverance neceſſitates a very forc- 

ed interpretation of many paſſages of Scripture : ſuch 

John xv. 1-6. Rom. viii. 13. 1 Tim. i. 19, 20. 
W.:1, 2. V. II, 12. 1 Cor. X. 114. Heh. ti. 719. 
vi. 4—8. x. 24—39. 2 Peter 14155 Which pleaſe 
to examine. 

11. They think the devil would never go about for 
ſix thouſand years to devour ſouls, if he knew that he 
could not ſucceed in one ſingle inſtance. It is quite 
unaccountable, 1 Pet. v. 8. 5 


12. When they reflect on angels in heaven falling 


to hell; Adam in Eden, falling into fn ; the Iſraelites, 
under the immediate direction and protection of God, 

failing of the promiſed land; and the improvement 
which 3 is made of theſe things to Chriſtians ; they think 
it great preſumption in a poor ſinner now to fancy him- 
felt infinitely more confirmed in grace than any of theſe, 


So confirmed, that it is abſolutely impoſſible that he 
ſhould periſh, This they think the ſtate of glory a- 


bove; and not the ſtate of profeſſed probation on earth. 
13. Some of them think it is a doctrine of devils ; the 
firſt and the moſt ſucceſsful which he ever preached. 


By his firſt diſcourſe on this ſubject, he converted half 


the world ; and before the ſun was ſet, the other half 


yielded to it, God had faid, In the day thou eateſt 


thereof, 


750 Thoughts on alſolute final Perſeverance. 
thereof, thou Halt ſurely die, Gen: 11. 17. and now 
ſays, If ye hve after the fleſh, ye ſhall die, Rom. 
viii. 13. But the devil ſays, “ Ye ſhall not ſurely die. 
For God doth know, that in the day ye eat tlrercof, 
your eyes ſhall be opened; and ye ſhall be as 
gods, knowing good and evil,” Gen. iii. 4, 5. 
N. I confeſs there appears a good deal of weight in 
theſe reaſons : but has not Chritt ſaid, that his ſep 
ſhall never peri. h2? and if they ſhall never periſh, mult 


TW 


| they not perſevere? LEES 
They freely own it ; put thoſe are his ſheep, who 


Ja his voice and follow him. Theſe ſhall never pe— 


riſh while that is their conduct. They cannot ration- 


ally plead the promiſe longer than they obſerve the 
Precept. 


N. Doth not the thought, of it being poffible for. 


them to periſh, make them unh appy ? 
B. It certainly begets an awe; a fear leſt a promiſe 
being left them of entering into reſt, they Mould ſtem 


to 5 ſhort of it, Heb. iv. 1. 


I ſhould not like to believe a 8 w hich Jef 


me room to be unhappy. 


B. Perhaps not; but how would you help it? 


N. By rejecting that, and embracing one of a differ⸗ 


ent nature. 
B. What! whether true or falſe ; ?—[t1s pretty when 
beggars muſt be chooſers. 
N. Do not the Baptiſts chooſe ? 1 
B. Ves; to believe what God ſays! They are glad 
of ſalvation on any terms! 5 


8242 


N. I ought to be to too. Doth he ſay e : 


ſhall not perſevere ?- . 

B. This is nothing to the purpoſe; Doth God c ever, 
unconditionally, ſay they ſhall? 

N. Perhaps not thoſe very words; yet ſuch as ſeem 


to contain as much ; cf 1 will put my fear in their 


hearts, 
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hearts, and they ſhall not depart from me,” Jerem. 
XxX11. 40. | 

B, J might try to balance that, with“. Prein that 
time many of his Diſciples went back, and walked 
more with him,“ John vi. 66. but thers ſeems ho ne- 
cclty.._ Jer, chap. xxxi, xxx11, and xxxiii, all ſpcak of 
a time which it is pretty evident is not yet come: a 
ne waen, | | | 

. All Iſrael and Judah ſhould be reftored, and un- 
ter the bleſſed economy of a new and peculiar cov 
nant; ſuch as hath never yct been known fince they "all 
of Adam. 1 

2. When this commences, the knowledge of the 
Lord will be jo univerſal, and ſo perfect, that teaching 
it will be unneceffary. They ſhall all know him, from 
the leaſt of them to the greateſt, The Apoftle Paul, 
in the 11th to the Romans, ſecms to point to the ſaine 
time. N | 

This promiſe, therefore, make againſt the wer 
lor which it is brought; for laying that it ſhall be 
ſomctime, ftrongly implies that it is not ſo now; which 
experience aud obſcrvati on too powerfally evinc 

N. Are not believers “ kept by the power of i God 


| through faith unto 0 u 1 pet t. 1. 


1, Yes; ; While they believe his word, be Does keons 
them, His word is the power by which they are kept. 
2 doth not put them in a dungeon, and make their 

ect faſt in the ſtocks, to keep them. No! They walk 
at t 1 berty. His word has quickened them. They are 
clean through the word which he bath itpoken unto 
them. The Goſpel! is the power of God to their fal- 
vation who believe it. $0 long as they Keep the word 
of the truth of the Goſpel, they are in a ſtate of perfect 
ſecurity.— Thou hait kept my word, and not denicd 
my name,” —** Becauſe thou h. t kept the word of my 


| patie ace, 1 allo Will keep thee from the hour of temp- 


tation,” 
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tation,” Rev. iii. 8—10. There will be no failure on 
God's part: e is faithful that hath promiſed,” 
N. Doth not the Apoſtle ſay, * Being confident of 
this very thing, that he which hath begun a good work 
in you, will pertorm it Ou the day of Jeſus Chriſt ?” 
Phil. i. 6. 
B. He certainly does. Confidence means truſt or 
dependence. A man may be confident in a miſtake. 
This Apoſtle had confidence in the Galatians of whom 
he ſtood in doubt, Gal. iv. 20. v. 10. The Philippi- 
ans were eminent above moſt ; they gave good evi— 
_ dence of converſion by their growth in grace; by their 
« fellowſhip in the Goſpel from the firſt day until 
now,“ chap. i. 5. The epiſtle is a commendation, and 
an exhortation, without blame; which can hardly be 
ſaid of any other: ſo it was meet for him to think thus 
of them, or to have this confidence in them, ver. 7, 
But had he this confidence in all believers ? No: he 
was jealous and afraid of ſome. Was he afraid they 
had never been converted? He doth not ſay any ſuch 
thing. He had eſpouſed them as chaſte virgins to 
Chriſt. But l fear, leſt by any means, as the ſer- 
pent ppt Eve through his ſubtilty, ſo your minds 
ſhould be e from the ſimplicity that is in 
Chriſt,'' 2 Cor. xi. 2, 3.—Yet further: Who knows 
but this 40 bd might be founded on a perſuaſion, 
that God would perform his own good work in them 
as 4 people, without having a particular eye to every 
individual? Be it as it may, the word confident fo cir- 
cumſtanced, is not a ſufficient bottom to build a doc- 
trine upon; ſuch as the certain, abſolute, final perſe- 
verance of every believer. I durit not venture my faith 
on Paul's confidence: durſt you ?=Once more. 
When mult it be concluded, that the good work is 
begun, which God will infallibly perform? Is not con- 
viction of fin a good works aud properly the work of 


Gog: ? 
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God? May not the ſame with propriety be ſaid of re- 
entance ?—the fear of God ? — being enlightened ?— 
taſting the heavenly gift ?--being made partakers of the 
Holy Ghoſt? Are not theſe proofs of a good work begun? 
How doth God perform theſe good works in thoſe per- 
ſons, who are twice dead and plucked up by the roots; 
whom it is impoſſible to renew again unto repentance? 


If ſuch things as theſe are not proofs of a good work be: 


gun in the ſoul ; if a finner may go ſo far, experience 
ſo much, and yet not be a believer; how mult any man 


know when he is in a ftate of ſalvation? How muſt a 


Miniſter Know? What rule can he give a perſon to judge 
of his ſtate by, which may be depended on ? 
Thoſe, who ſpeak ſo much of the comfort to be de. 
rived from the doctrine of the certain perſeverance of 
every believer, would do well to conſider, how extreme- 
ly difficult, if not impoſſible, it is for a man to know, 
on their principles, when he is a believer. He muſt 
get higher in the favour of God than Iſrael - Adam 
Angels: for theſe were ſuffered to fall. Beyond being 
waſhed ; theſe may return to the mire. Beyond faith 
and a good conſcience; theſe may ſuffer ſhipwreck. 
Beyond being once enlightened (then twice to be ſure) ; 
beyond taſting of the heavenly gift; beyond being 
made partaker of the Holy Ghoſt ; beyond having taſt- 
ed the good word of God, and the powers of the world 
to come, Heb. vi. 4, 10. Theſe may fall away; fo on 
this doctrine cannot be believers. Beyond coming to 
the knowledge of the truth; theſe may fin wiltully and 


© periſn, 3 being the children of God, by faith in 


Chriſt Jeſus ; theſe may fall from grace, Gal. v. 45 
Beyond being ingrafted in the true Olive, Rom, xi. 20. 


theſe may be broken off. Beyond being branches in 


Chriſt ; theſe may be taken away, and caſt into the 
fre and burned, John xv. 1—6. Beyond being writ- 
ten in i the book of life ; theſe may be blotted out, Rev, 

H xxii. 
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Xx11. 19. Beyond the Apoſtle Paul; for he appre- 
hended a danger of being a caſt-away, 1 Cor. ix. 27. 

If a poor ſinner mult clink thus high, before he can 

be a believer, I fear very few will be ſaved. The idea 
of the almoſt impoſſibility of the thing, muſt greatly 
diſcourage the attempt. 

A ſurvey of nature and of providence may convince us, 
that God doth not perform to perfection, or maturity, 
all the good which he begins. Doth every ſeed produce a 


plant? Every egg produce a chicken? Eve ry fœtus 


produce a man? In all theſe things God has begun, and 


begun a good work; yet how many of theſe things miſ- 
carry, and do not come to the perfection of their nature ? 


What can be the reaſon? God doth not perform that 
which he begun! How many bloſſoms for a little fruit! 


Scripture teaches the ſame in almoſt numherleſs in- 


ſtances. How many good works did God begin for 
Iſrael; yet not perform, through their obſtinacy ! 
Chriſtians, in the morning and glory of the Goſpel- 


day, with the light of life among them, could deſert the 
' Redeemer ; run wall for a ſeaſon, and then fall off; be- 


come lukewarm, for God to ſpew them out of his mouth 
(which could not be, if he had not taken them in). 


The exhortations are pregnant with the idea of danger, 
and keep up a continual alarm, left the Chriftian ſhould 
| be off his guard : urging him to put on the whole 


armour of God, that he may be able to ſtand agueſt 
the wiles of the devil,“ Eph. vi. 11. 
The abſurdity which attends the proving abſolute fi- 


nal perſeverance from this text, riſes almoſt to blaſphe- 
my, when it 1s conſidered in another point of view. 


Who begins the good work? God, where it is begun 
at all. What is the reaſon that it is not begun in many 


graceleſs ſouls ? becauſe God doth not begin it. Thus 


God is at the bottom of every ſinner's neglet. Where 


the 8804 work appears to be begun, by the moſt pro- 


ble 
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ble evidences, and afterwards declines; what is the rea- 
fon? God, he doth not perform it, ſo it doth not proſ- 
per: for had he done the part, which ſome call his, it 
mult have come to perfection; * becauſe (faith Coles) 
he hath taken on himſelf the performance of the a0. 


This doctrine confounds me! I'm ſhock'd at the thought: 
If I go to hell, it is all the Lord's fault! | 
It he had been pl:aled his grace to afford, 

then with devotion had ſerved the Lord: 

But as the good work Jeſus would not begin, 

I'm therefore quite carnal, and fold under fin. 

As ſoon may a fot pluck the ſun from his place, 

As louls be converted without ſpecial grace: 

And when ſpecial grace unto ſinners is givin, 

Not Satan, nor finuing, cau keep them from heav'n, 
Repentance and taith, are both his to beſtow z 

And it he don't give them, without I muſt go, 

To ſuffer his pleaſure, in regions of woe !— 


O, horrible thought ! What a dectrine is this! 
A doctrine which devils might bluſh to confels ! 
Is He, who has fed me the years which are paſt, 
Determin'd to burn me in hell at the lalk? 
No! ſure he delights in a ſinner's retuin ; 

His howels of mercy continually yearn : 

He waits to be gracious, but if I rebel, 

The fault is my own, that I tuiter in hell. 

He would, but I would not—'tis therefore Igo, 
With ſhame and confuſien, to darknels and woe, 


Divine promiſes are very great, and aſſiſtance may 


be expected correſponding therewith, that we may have 


a firm truſt and confidence in the Lord. Yet promiſes 
of afliſtance are not given to ſuperſede human exertion. 
The great deſign is to ſtimulate and to furniſh the mind 
vith a full perſuaſion, that our labour ſhall not be in 
vain in the Lord. Jeſus will give reſt to thoſe who 
come to him. The promiſe, and the reſt, are both of 
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grace: but is it promiſed that grace will force the man 
to come to him ?—No! Here is divine encouragement, 
but the man is left at his option; to come, or to keep a- 
way. God promiſes every requiſite of light, of wiſdom, 
of ſtrength, of ſupport, of grace and help, to the ſoul's 
perſeverance ; ; vet this is always taken in, that we be 
willing and obedient. God has given us a ſtandard, an 

expreſs rule, 10 judge by, in all ſuch caſes where there is 
2 promiſe or a threatening without a condition annexed ; 
At what inſtant 1 ſhall ſpeak concerning a nation, and 
concerning a kingdom, to pluck up, and io pull down, 


and to deſtroy jt ; it that nation, againſt whom I have 


pronounced, turn from their evil, I will repent of the 


evil that I thought to do unto them. And at what in 


tant I ſhall ſpeak concerning a nation, and concerning 
a kingdom, to build and to plant it; if it do evil in 


my fight, that it obey not my voice, then I will repent 


of the good wherewith I ſaid, 1 would benefit them,” 
Jer. xviii. 7—10. But when the righteous turneth 
away from his righteouſneſs, and committeth iniquity, 
and doeth according to all the abominations that the 
wicked man doeth, ſhall he live? All his righteouſneſs 
that he hath done ſhall not be mentioned: in his 


treſpaſs that he hath treſpaſſed, and in his fin that he 


hath ſinned, in them ſhall he die,“ Ezek. xvii. 24. By 


this rule, the following paſſages are eaſy to reconcile, 


and almoſt impoſſible without it: Num. xiv. 34. Judg. 
x. 13. 1 Sam. ii. 30. 2 Chron. xxviii. 9. | Kings 2 
29. Jonah iii. 10. ; 


To illuſtrate this further, take that abſolute promiſe 
of harveſt—-** While the earth remaineth,”” Gen. vill. 


22. No condition of any ſort mentioned. Not a com- 


mand for plonghing and ſowing. Can we think that 
God is bound therefore to give a haryeſt every year in 


it's ſeaſon, if men neither plough nor ſow? Should we 


not conclude a huſbandman beſide himſelf, if, from 


this 
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this promiſe, he expected a harveſt without any atten- 
tion to the management of his field ? The like reaſon- 
ing ought to be applied in every ſimilar caſe, It is in 
the uſe of means, that we have a right to expect the 
fulfilment of the promiſe, and no way cle. 

The promiſes are large, and numerous, and copious, 
and precious, that our faith may be ſtrong ; that our 


joy may be full; that our obedience may be free and 


univerſal. W hen [ believe them as promiſes to me, 1 
can work, or walk, or ſleep with ſafety and compoſure. 

But can I ſin with ſafety and compoture too? Can I 
cheat my netghhour ? Can I] diſhonour my God? Can 
] neglect poſitive, perſonal, relative, ſocial, moral du- 
ties, with ſafety and compoſure ? No! my heart would 
condemn me, were | to do ſo; aid God is greater than 
my heart, and knoweth all things. The way of duty 
always has becn, and ever will be, the way of ſafety. 


The deſtruction of the tranſgrefſors, and of the fin- 


ners, ſhall be together „and they that forlabe the Lord 
ſhall be conſumed, „„ $3 


N. I have heard your diſcourſe with oreat attention. 


1 with I may ſtand in awe and not ſin. Permit the fol- 


lowing to Rand as a concluſion, and as an expreſſion of 
my heart's deſire. 


was AT daily need have I to ſtrive, 
Jo keep my faith and love alive 
To give the moſt attentive heed, 
To what I hear, to what I read! 


Should T, through Juſt or indolence, 
Neglect the means of ſelf- defence; 

How can I think, expect, or pray, 

The Lord will be my ſtrength and 7 2 


O! may it be my daily choice, 


To hearken to my Saviour's * ce 
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To follow him in all tis ways, 
The little remnant of my days, 


Thus acting, J have nought to fear; 

He'll give me ſtrength to perſevere: 

His hand will guide and bring me through, 
And I ſhall prove his promile true. 


B. It may be proper to add, eſpecially for the ſake of 
thoſe who are weak, and often diſcouraged, that they do 
not look on every neglect and failure in duty; every 


tranſgreſſion through infirmity ; every hour of darkneſs, 


doubt and deſertion ; every fall through the force of 
_ temptation, to be a departure from the Lord: That 
on account of theſe evils, they ſhould conclude them- 
ſelves caſt- aways. No; by no means. Theſe they 
encourage to look again to Jeſus ; to be diligent in the 
improvement of means and opportunities, for growth in 
grace, and increaſe of ſtrength. Yea, even thoſe who 
are backſliders in heart, they encourage, by all the mo- 
tives of terror and of mercy, to take with them words (like 
the prodigal ſon) and to return to the Lord, who has 


graciouſly promiſed—*<* I will heal their backſliding, I 
will love them freely,“ Hoſ. xiv. 4. Though they de- 


ny abſolute unconditional perſeverance, yet they recom- 
mend every poor ſinner, by the great and precious pro- 
miſes, attributes and offices of God and the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, to take divine encouragement; to look to him 


for help and ſupport; to look to him for complete ſal- 


vation. | - | | SR | 
They deny human merit, in point of juſtification, as 
fully as any; maintain that it is through grace, and 
grace alone, that we muſt be ſayed—without the works 
of the law. That it is not of him that willeth, nor 
of him that runneth, but of God who ſheweth mercy.” 
That believers are kept by divine power through faith 


vnto ſal vation; not by an irreſiſtible force, but by the 
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force of argument and perſuaſion; by motives of the 
moſt awful and glorious weight. Yet ſtill the will is 
left free,: the man, the believer, may chooſe or refule. 
That on this account there is danger, and conſequently 


| need to © watch—and to pray always,” Luke xxi. 33 


— 36, 


SECTION VII. 
Reaſons for diſſenting from the Church of England. 


Neight. HY do the General Baptiſts diſſent from 
| the eſtabliſhed Church ?. 
Bapt. Becauſe they think that church erroneous. | 
N. In what reſpects ? ; 
B. 1. In it's form. 2. In it's principle ; ; and, 3. In 
it's practice. 
VN. What do they think erroneous in it's form! ? 
B. 1. It being national, whilſt thoſe of Chriſt, men- 
tioned in the New Teſtament, were congregational, 


No account of the church conſiſting of whole towns 


provinces—kingdoms ; but churches zz particular pla- 
ces: as * the ſeven churches which are in Aſia, Rev. 
„ | 

N. There is a very good reaſon for that. 

3. What is that reaſon ? 

V. Becauſe whole towns, &c. were not conver ted to 


Chriſtianity. 


B. Do you think they are now? 
N. Go on, if you pleaſe. 
B. 2. It's members; godly and 8 clergy and 


laity : and the vaſt variety of degrees among the clergy. 


3. It's 
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3: It's rules; human articles canons —ereeds— 
forms of prayer—cuſtoms, and habits. 

4. In it's connection with the ſtate : how often do 
we. hear of the church and king, as though they were 
indiviſible ; but not in the [New Teſtament ? 

6.” 1 it s head; the reigning monarch, whether 
male or female, is the head of the church of England ; 


and has power, (if I am not miſinformed) to control. 
the whole nation, in religious things, at pleaſure. The 
New 'Feſtamcnr churches acknowledged no other head 


than the Lord Jetus Chriſt. 
N. What do they think erroneous 1n it's principle! ? 
B. In it's pictuming to poſſeſs a power which God 
hath never given to any charch on earth. 

N. What power is that? 

B. To decice rites or ceremonies, and authority i in 
controverſies of faith. Art. xx. | 

N. Tru; ** yet it is not lawful for the church to 

ordain any thing that is contrary to God's word writ- 
ten; remember that: and if not contrary to it, it muſt 
be conſiſtent with it to be ſure, 

B. Perhaps not. 


N. How can it be orherwiſe ? 


B. "there are many things, which a are neither com- 


ma ded, Hor forbidden, d diredaly, 


V. It may be ſo; Dut are not all thoſe things indif- 
fercnt * 4 

B. By no means ; my ſervants have not a right to 
do every thing which do not command them to let a- 


lone: their N 1s to do what order, provided it 
be right. 8 


NV. This J acknowledge ; but—where is the harm 


in doing a little more? 


2. A elſe, you ſhould "DA ſaid. Chriſt's au- 
thority over us, and our fubjeRion to him, abſolutely 


_ forbid | 


lo 
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forbid ſuch liberty. God ſays, What thing ſoever I 
command you, obſerye to do it: thou ſhalt not add 
thereto, nor diminiſh from it,” Deut. xii. 32. Chriſt 
ſays, “ Be not ye called rabbi, or maſters, for one is 
your maſter, even Chriſt; and all ye are brethren,““ 
Matt. xxin. 8—10. How can a church decree any rite, 
be it ever ſo ſimple, or indifferent in it's own nature, 
without ſinning againſt theſe politive precepts of Je- 
hovah ? Were the church to decree, that you ſhould 
wear you ſhirt, as an upper garment, every Lord's-day 
and, to prove it's authority, tell you that it is nowhere 
forbidden in the Bible; would not you think this an 
impoſition? Suppoſing the thing be not forbidden; 
their aſſuming authority to inſiſt on you to do it is. 
They could not appoint it to be done, without acting as 
maſters ; nor could you ſubmit to it, from their order, 
without acknowledging them as ſuch : your ſubmiſſion 
to the thing would be allowing their authority. — The 
application of this to other unſcriptoral rites is eaſy. 

N. I hope the church will never take upon it to offer 


ſuch a thing: I ſhould be aſhamed of being ſeen. 


2 4 perhaps, would call it a ſurplice.— There 
are many things in the church of England, which ſtand 
on this foundation; and while they maintain the prin- 
ciple, nobody knows how many more may be added. 
While it ſtands to this; not only the Baptiſts, but the 
diſſenters in general, will think themſelves juſtified in a 
ſtate of ſeparation. They cannot ſubmit to ſuch ufur- 
pation, without being guilty of what they would eſteem 
treaſon, againſt the only King and Lawgiver to a true 
Chriſtian church, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. It is not fo 
much the uſe, or the abuſe of this principle, which 
they object to, but the principle itſelf. 

N. I ſee it differently to what I once did; but what 
do they think erroneous in the practice of the church 
of England ; ? 

. There 
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B. There are many things; I can only ſtay to name 
a tew of them. It's conſtitution and principle almoſt 
neceſſitate errors in practice. In ſprinkling infants, in- 
itead of baptizing believers—in godfathers and godmo— 
thers—1n teaching children that they were made mem- 
bers of Chriit, abi Idren of God, and inheritors of the 
kingdom of heaven, in their baptiſm-in confirmation 
by a biſhop, before communion—in communicating 
with wicked men=--in the abſolution, or the forgivencts 
of fitis—in the burying all perſons, though notor:ouliy. 
wicked, as though they had been the moſt eminent 
ſaints, except unbaptized perſons—felf-murdercrs— 


5 1 3 1 
ang thoſe under the ſentence of excommunication. 


To which muſt be added the diſcipline thereof; which 
is by no means calculated to proſelyte the underſtand— 
ing, or to reform the heart, or to help the man in fore 
rituals, but io ruin him in temporals. 

N. It mult be acknowledged, that ſome things are not 
quite fo well as could be wiſhed ; but are there not, in 
all communities, and eſpecially in thoſe of long ſtand- 
ing, ſome, both perſons and things, which are errone— 
ous? I expect there are among the Daptalts, are there 
not? 

2 Undoubtedly there are; but when FEI among 
them are Proven to be wicked, they are put away from 
them; and when things are found to be wrong, they 
alter them. What more can, or augh! they to do? 

N. Doth not the church of England excommunicate 
wicked men ? | 

B. In ſome-caſes; but ſeldom for belns wicked. 
When did you hear of it excommunicating a man for 
twearing—lying u. horing—thieving—peijar; „—covet— 
ouſneſs—gluttony—drunkennefs—ſabbath breaking 
diſobedience to parents, or even murder? 

R. Not Olten, | beticve; but doth not Chriſt fas; 
ſpeaking oi wicked men, fy Le et both grow together 

e iti 
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until the harveſt 2?” &c. which is the end of the world, 
Matt. xiii. 30. . 
B. Yes; in the world, but not in the church. In 
this caſe the direction 1s, © Put away from among 
yourſelves that wicked perſon,““ 1 Cor. v. 13. 
N. But ſuppoſe they ſhould be above half wicked, 
and they act by a majority, as the Baptiſts do; who 


muſt put them away? 


B. Then the caſe would be deplorable indeed! I fee 
no better way than that which the Baptilts purſue ; to 
«© Come out from among them, and be ſeparate, ſaith 
the Lord: and touch not the unclean thing; and 1 
will receive you, and will be a father unto you, and ye 
ſhall be my ſons and daughters, ſaith the Lord Almigh- 
ty.“ — * For what fellowſhip hath righteouſneſs with 
unrighteouſneſs? and what communion hath light with 
darkneſs? and what concord hath Chriſt with Belial ? 
or what part. hath he that believeth, with an infidel, or 
unbeliever ?” 2 Cor. vi. 14—18, | 

N. How can they juſtify themſelves from the char ge 
of ſchiſm, in ſeparating from the church of England! 2 

B. Juſt as the church of England juſtifies uſelf from 


that charge in it's diſſent from the church of Rome; 


that is to ſay, when a church inſiſts on unicriptural 
terms of communion, the ſin of ſchiſm lies againit the 

church, and not againſt him who conſcientiouſly with- 
draws from it. 

N. There ſeems a good deal of reaſon in this.— 
Did you ſay, that the church of England di ſented 
from the church of Rome? I had uſed to think it was 
the true apoſtolic church, with antiquity all on it's fide, 
How long is it ſince it diſſented from that of Rome? 

B. It is about two hundred and feventy-eight years 
ſince Martin Luther began to proteſt againſt ſeveral of 
the abominations practiſed by the church of Rome; but 
tne rope s ſupremacy was not. caſt off in England, till 

| | * about 
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about the year 1533, or about 262 years ago: and 
then Popery was not renounced; only the king of Eng- 


land was made head of the church, inſtead of his holi- 
_ neſs. The great principle of Popery has not been dif. 


owned in England to this day; only it is put into the 


poſſeſſion of different hands. The church of Rome, 
had uſed to have the power to decree rites or ceremo- 
nies, and authority in controverſies of faith ; but now 
the church of England claims that glorious privilege 
itſelf. The church of England was not reformed from 
Popery, I believe, till King Edward's days, who died 
1553. Then it fell back deeply into it again, in the 
ſhort, but bloody reign of Mary, who died 1558. 

Then in the days of Elizabeth, it emerged again, (ſhe 
died 1603) and has not altered materially ſince ; only 
the government has been much more moderate, ſince 
the acceſſion of William and Mary ; which took place 
in 1689. Since then, the diflenters from the church of 
England have been moderately ſecured by the att of 
Toleration. Before that time, they had no ſecurity, 
from the dreadful ſcourge of perſecution, to their pro- 
perty, perſons, or lives. — Poor John Bunyan, the au— 
thor of the Pilgrim's Progreſs, was impriſoned twelve 
years for preaching the Goſpel. 

N. By this account, it ſeems the church of England 
has not only diſſented from the church of Rome; but 
that it has alſo brought along with it it's maſterly and 
perſecuting ſpirit. But you ſay the Baptiſts go by 
Scripture : the church of England is not Scripture. 
How do they juſtify their diſſenting by that ? | 

B. What is more plain than that thoſe, who received 
the Goſpel, forſook their former religious connections, 
as well as their ungodly principles and practices, and 
became connected with each other in Chriſtian fellow- 
ſhip? Ads ji. 36—47. But the Baptiſts can plead 
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more: they were at firſt driven out by ſevere and bar- 
barous perſecution, 

N. For what were they perſecuted ? 

B. For wiſhing and {ſtriving to live 3 7 in Chriſt 
Jeſus. 

N. Did they ſuffer much by perſecution? 

B. Ves; ſome of them did very conſiderably: ſo 
that it was impoſlible for them to have fellowſhip in the 
ſpirit with men, who treated them ſo wickedly, 

N. True: but where there is no perſecution, is there 
any juſt reaſon for diſſenting? 

B. Yes; many: as, when a church receives of 
teaches for doctrine the traditions and commandments 
of men—inſiſts on unſcriptural rites or ceremonies, as 
terms of communion—ſutfers wicked and ungodly per- 
ſons to continue in the church—departs in doctrine from 
the plain principles of the Goſpel—-ſets up an human 
head, inſtead of the Saviour. | | 

V. I feel the force of theſe reaſons. I confeſs I 
think a perſon may leave a church when it is ſo corrupt, 

B. May? they look on it to be a believer's abſolute 
duty, to come out from among them, and to be ſepa- 


rate. As Chriſt is his Maſter, he muſt obey him in this, 


or ſin againſt him. 
N. You ſtartle me now: a man, you know, ſhould 
act prudently, or he may bring himſelf into trouble: 
his relations, friends, cuſtomers, the civil magiſtrate, 
mult be attended to ? 
B. Yes; juſt as they were by the Apoſtles, and by 


the primitive Chriſtians. 


N. How did they act? 
B. They forſook all, for the ſake of Chriſt and a 
good conſcience z and when they ſuffered for it from 


the civil magiſtrate, and were commanded to a& con- 


trary, they boldly replied, © We ought to obey God ra- i 
ther than men!“ Acts iv. 19. v. 29. 


N. Werg 


- 2 
ET. 4 
— C * 


86 Reaſons for afjenting, 0 


N. Were not this the way to offend them? 


B. It had that effect; but when men forbid a man 


to do that which God Polen 3 which would you 
chooſe to pleaſe ? = 

N. The caſe is clear; better offend a thoniand men 
than one God. But do not ſome make too light of 
leaving a church? 

B. Many leave a church for ſuch reaſons as they have 
reaſon to be aſhamed of ; olfence—tear—carnal intereſt 
mere whim and caprice : but this is no juſtification 


of a perſon, who continues in a church, when he has 


| 2 reaſons ſor his diflent, 
. There are many good things in the church of 

1 I ſhould be loath to leave them. And many 
very good men in it; and ſurely theſe would diſſent 
from it, if it were their duty. I cannot think myſelf 
wiſer than they are. 

B. Were there not many good things, and 200d men, 

in the Jewiſh church, do you think? Yet believers on 
ſeſus forſook all for his ſake. If you be not wiſer than 
thoſe good men are; you will allow that Jeſus Chriſt is; 


and he is your Maſter, and not thoſe wife good men 


of whom you ſpeak. Let other ſervants act as they 
pleaſe, we mult aniwer to our own Maſter for our own 
conduct. Happy ts he that condemneth not himſelf, 
in (neglecting) that thing which he alloweth (to be 
right), Rom. xiv. 22. 


For further reaſons on this ſubject, ſee The Diſſent- 
ing Gentleman's Anſwer to Mr. White! 5 Letters — The 


Piflenter' s Catech im, Kc. 


N. Now Ch riſt is my Maſter, and ow ſhall I fear ? 
I find in my conſciencè the cafe is quite clear, 
If I turn my back on my Saviour now, he 
Ad laſt with a frown may turn his back on me. 


What 
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What are friends, or relations, tv his approbation 3 

Or ail the great mortals in England's great nation ? 

Cin they give me n for uns which are palt ? 
Can they give 2 me pleaſures which ever fnhall laſt . 


Can they give me peace when dei alring 1 1 
Can they glve me heaven the mo 1 die? 


' Tis wildom, 'tis prudence, to hear and obey, 
Whatever my Matter thinks proper t 0 . 
How dare 1 let either my parents or witc, 
Lead me tv difhonour the G0. of my lit — 
NAA. lig! be! 1 1 
laß light be beſtow'd to ilumine my pat Ty 
An i grace All- Lili IClent to help nie til de ith 
ie ce forth 1 0 $1 eterin! Ne to count a: q but! 10 Ms 


boi elus, and cheartully take up my crots. 


SECTION VIII. 
The Nature and Importance of Chriſtian Fellowſhip. 


Neighb. WI T do the General Baptiſts mean by 
Fellowſhip ? | 

Baht. A connection of Chriſtians one with another, | in 
affection and agreement, to carry on the cauſe of God 
according to their ideas of his will; to enjoy, to ſuffer 
with, and to help one another, as providence may ena- 
ble them and make it neceſſary. 

N. Have they any rules relative to their fellowſhip ? 

B. I cannot anſwer for all; ſome of them have. 

N. Can you point out a few of them ? 

B. Before they receive a perſon into fellowſhip, mY 
lay before him the following particulars ; ſeriouſly a f- 
1 him, if he can chearfully acquieſce therein. 

The Scriptures of God, eſpecially the New Teſta- 
ment, are the only foundation of their faith and prac- 
tice: every perſon mult ſubmit to this.. 

0 12 : N 
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2, In thoſe cafes, which they cannot determine by 


Seripture, they ſettle by a majority of votes. 

3. They hold it inc xpedient to play at cards—to 
keep wakes—to go to places of amuſement, or rather 
of temptation; or to be found in the practice of any 
thing, though it be not directly ſinful, in which there 
is no probability of good. 

4. They do not approve of believers marryiog with 
unhelievers: not that they think them obligated to 
their connection; but, as the Apoltle ſays, "Only in 
the Lord, 1 Cor. vIi. 39. | 

5. In' caſes of perſonal treſpaſs, they act as directed, 
Matt. xvi}, 15 —17. Luke xvil. 3, 4. In caſes of im- 
m orality, and thoſe which affect the church at large, 

they give intelligence to the miniſter, or to the deacon, 
that he may take ſuch ſteps which ſeem molt ſcriptural. 
This 1s commonly urged upon them, that they be not 
guity of covering each other's fins, and thereby expoſe 

he cauſe to reproach, and diſpleaſe the Lord. 


6. What is ſaid or done in the church, is not to be 


told out of it, to thoſe who have no buſineſs with it. 


As every family has neceiſary concerns of it's own, 


which it would he ridiculous and miſchievous to publith 
abroad, ſo it mult be in a religious locicty. 

The way in which they raiſe money to defray the 
AI expences—the buſineſs of the deacons, who 
are intruſtcd with the pecuniary concerns of the 
church—their ſtare with reſpect to debts and incum— 
brances, are explicitly laid before him. 


8. The duty of the members, to attend all opportu- 


mities of worſhip, ſo far as they can with propriety, 


whether on the week or the Lord's days, and to encou- 
rage their chilgren, ſervants and neighbours to do the 


ſame. 


ry 


18 hold together as a body, to promote the glo- 
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ry of God, and the good of each other, and of man- 
kind | in general, according to their ability. 

10. In thoſe t things, which are indifferent; to beware 
of affecting ſingularity; but to be careful not to ſacri- 
fice truth and a good conſcience to pleaſe any man, 
To improve their talents in ſuch à manner, that the 
great Maſter may commend them at lait. 

By this vou may obtain an idea of their order; but 


as their churches are all free and independent, they 


vary in things of a circumſtantial nature one from 
another ; - and perhaps there are no tWO, waoſe rules are 
exactly. the ſame. 
N. "Theſe rules ſeem to me very proper; but : not 
this akin to the church of Et igland, having power to 
decree rites or Ceremonies ? | 
B. By no means; theſe rules are moſtly fou nded ON 
Scripture ; and thoſe which are not, are not Hxed by a 


law, but rulcs of choice for ſocial order, and alte rable 


at pleafure, whenevcr the church ſhall think it expedi- 
ent. But with reſpect to the ceremonies of the church 


of England, they are fixed by a law, by act of parlia- 


— 


nent. A member, a pariſh, has no option in the caſe ; 
neither voice nor choice in the matter. If he hear, it 
muſt be ſuch doctrine; if he believe, it muſt be ſuch 
articles; if he pray, it muſt be in ſuch words; if he 
communicate, it muſt be in ſuch a poſtutre, as the tein- 


poral power thinks well to appoint. His own CONC p- 


tions of trurh-and order have nothing to do in the af- 
fair. He muſt either belicve their „Or“ with- 
out doubt he ſhall peril! 1 everlaſtingly.““ 

V. I confeſs there is a difference ; but would it not 


be better to have no rule except the Bible alone? 


B. This is the caſe as far as poſſible: But in ſome 
things, which the Lord e there muſt be human 
prudence in doing them, The Lord has appointed 
deacons ; but he hat! th not K lid ho arc the men:: this is 

| 1 . left 
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left to the church; and members differ in judgment; 
ſome think one the propereſt, and ſome another. To 
ietermine who is the man, what mode fo fair and ſatiſ— 
factory, as for the whole church to give their votes, 
and the greateſt number to ſettle the point? Here eve- 
ry member 1s at liberty to ſpeak ; no authority 1 in one to 


control another; all as brethren act in concert and in 


love. Thus it is in all other caſes. 1 
N. Doth the Bible countenance any thing like this? 
. The Baptiſts gather their order chiefly from Acts 

i. 30—43. and that ſeems very pertinent to the pur- 

_ The pertons are deſcribed, as pricked in their 

heart—gladly receiving the word—being baptized— 

were added to the church—continued ſtedfaſtly in the 

Apoſtles' doctrine and fellowſhip. This fellowſhip 


evidently confiſted in union of heart mutual agrec- 


ment, and free participation. So it is in 2 Cor. viii. 5. 


They firſt gave their ownſelves to the Lord, and un- 


to us by the will of God.” | 
By theſe paſſages it appears, what ſort of perſons de- 
fired fellow ſhip,” and that they gave themſelves to the 
church, and that the church received them to a free 
participation of it's privileges; but with what particu - 


lar words it is not ſaid. Here Chriſtians are left free, 


provided they do not trample upon the prerogative - of 
Chriſt, and on the rights of each other. 

The right of churches to determine by vote, and con- 
ſcquently by a majority, they gather, I think, from 
Acts vi. 17. A difficulty roſe which grew to an evil. 
The Apoſtles found it ſo. How did they act? They 
called the multitude of the diſciples unto them, and 
ſaid “ It is not reaſon that we ſhould leave the word of 
God, and ſerve tables.“ Mark well! „ Wherefore, 
brethren, look ye out among you ſeven men of honeſt 
report, full of the Holy Ghoſt and wiſdom, whom we 

may appoint over this buſinels : : but we will give our- 


ſelves 
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ſelves continually to prayer, and to the miniſtry of the 
word. And the ſaying pleaſed the whole multitude : 


and they choſe Stephen, &c. whom they ſet before the 
Apoſtles; and when they had prayed, they laid their 


hands on them.“ 


You ſee here the manner of a Chriſtian church, in 
it's apoſtolic purity ; and take notice, whether there be 
any thing like a national eſtabliſhment in it. The 
Apoſtles did not preſume to be maſters: no; they did 


not fix on ſeven of their own favourites, nor ſend the 


multitude to the univerſity, for ſeven young gentlemen, 
who were ripe for deacons' orders; no. Ihe church 
wanted ſervants, and they had a right to chooſe them 
from among themſelves. This they did, without the 
Apoſtles interference. Which done, they are ſet apart 
to their work, by prayer, and the laying on of hands : 
not to give them the Holy Ghoſt and wiſdom ; they 
had theſe before ; but as a ſolemn confirmation of the 
church's choice and acceptance of them in that office. 
This is the manner of a church of Jeſus Chriſt, 
Thoſe who compoſed it, firſt gave their ownſelves to 
the Lord, and then to each other by the will of God. 
They united to obſerve his ordinances, and to carry on 
his bleſſed cauſe in the world, ein to his holy 
word, | 
N. I thank you for the information you have given 


me. Do the Baptiſts look on fellowſhip, as a matter 


of much importance? I aſk this, becauſe there are ma- 
ny religious people who make very light of it. 
B. Your obfervation is very proper. Fooliſh vir- 


gins, and idle ſervants, commonly make light of the 


maſter's inſtitutions ; but it will certainly be found one 
day, that “ bleſſed are they who hear the word of God 
and keep it.“ 

Some of God's people of old id, It is vain to 
ſerve God: and what profit is it that we have kept his 


ordi- 
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ordinances?““ Nial. wi. 14. And we find, on this ac- 
Count, they neglected his inſtitutions, and the whole 


nation lay under the curſe* of the Almighty. The 

church at Corm'n did not neglect his ordinances, but 

they ahne tens 3 particularly that of the Lord's {an- at 
per. For- Wich cauſe many were weak and ſickly 1. 
among them, and many flept.”” The Lord viſited and ec 
chaſtened them for their impietv. EACOT x; 1734. * 
The neglect of ordinances is an evil ſeldom mentioned 

in the New Feſtament: the Apoſtle ſays, 1 Cor. xi. 2. x 
„ | praiſe you, brethren, that you remember me in all 

things, and! Necp the ordinances, as | delivered them to Y 
you.“) This is, certainly a reproof to thoſe who neg- 

Ie& thein. The ordinances have always been dear to 1 
the moſt eminent ſervants of God, ſee Pſa. Ixæxx v. An 
indifference to God's apnointments, evidences a ſight 


of his wiſdom, power and goodneſs. It is ſaying, in 
fact, that we can help ourſelves, guide ourſelves, p: -ovide 
for e as well or ery than the Lord will help, 
or guide, or provide for us. "The impiety of which 
needs no illuſtration.“ Newleftercof divine 1nftitutions, 
contribute their part, towards the rooting them out of 
the world. If all acted as they do, there would be 
none; that is to ſay, none in uſe. It may be well for 
ſach | to reflect a moment on the Redeviner s awful words : 
« But thoſe mine enemies, which would not that ] ſhould 
rez2n over them, bring hither, and flay them before 
me, Luke: xix. 27. if the ey be his Friends, and will 
not let him reign over them, let them Ente this point 
with their maſter. 1 with not to judge or to condemn 
any man. | 
he exhortations, direQions, and promiſes, are many 
of them given cxpreſsly to the churches. When the Goſ- 
pel was firſt preached, how readily, chearfully, and u- 
niverfally they joined in Chriſtian Fellowſhip! and this 
by divine inſpiration, 1 the expreſs will of God. 


Thoſe 
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Thoſe therefore who negle& this, where it is practica- 
ble, neglect the will of God in this particular, and muſt 


anſwer to him for this neglect. 
The Baptiſts think that there are ſeveral duties to be 


attended to, which cannot be done properly but as con- 


nected in fellowſhup : and ſeveral privileges to he enjoy- 
ed by thoſe in that ſtate, which muſt be loſt to thoſe 
yy are out of it. 
. The duty of receiving the Lord's ſupper, Matt. 

xxvi. 206—28, 1 Cor. xi. 23-26. 

2. The duty of bringing offenders to a ſenſe of their 
wrong, Matt. xvili. 15—17. 

3. The reproving or purung away wicked members, 
1 Cor. v. 13. 

4. The ſupport of religion, by advice example 
property. 

A little reflection will ſhew the importance of theſe 


duties, and the impoſſibility of attending ro them, un— | 


leſs we are in fellowſhip. The privileges in like man- 
ner ſhew the importance of ſuch connection. “ 'I'ruly 
(ſaith the Apoſtle John, 1 epiſtle i. 3.) our fellowſhip 


| js with the Father, and with his Son Jeſus Chriſt,” — 


hace is the privilege of, 


- Inſtruction, in practical and experimental Chriſti 
_—_ | | 


2. Protection FW much temptation; and a great 


mean to prevent errors in judgment and life. 


3. Aſſiſtance, by advice, influence, and if neceſſary 


more. 


4. Participation in ordinances, an divine inſtituti- 
ons, He is one of the family, of the houſhold of God. 
What an honour, for ſinful mortals, to be permitted 
to fit down in heavenly places with Chrift Jeſus ! To be 
brought to the bleſſed ſtate deſcribed in Heb. xit. 22— 


24. To come to mount Sion, and to the city of the 


mu God ! The heavenly Jeruſalem, and to an in- 
| numerable 
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numerable company of angels! To the gengral anem. 


bly and church of the firſt born, which are written in 


heaven! and to God, the judge of all! and to the ſpi- 
rits of juſt men made perfect! and to Tefus, the Me- 
diator of the new covenant! and to the blood of fprinx- 
ling, that ſpeaketh better things than that of Abel! 

1 o ſe the duties and privileges of a Chriſtian church 


at one view, conſider the following metaphorical 1: pre- 
ſentätions, by which ſhe is ſet forth in the book oi 


God; and then ſay, whether it be not of ſome mpor- 
tance to be a member of it. 
1. The family of God, Eph. ili. 14, 15. 
2, The flock of God, Acts xx. 28. 
„ garden of jeſus Ohriſt, Cant. iv. 12. v. 1. 
4. The heritage of God, Jer. Kii. 7 
e. Ilie We ot God: 1 Cör. ii. 9. 
6. The jewels of God, Mal. iii. 17. 
7. he Lamb's wife, Rev. xxi. g. 
8. The light of the world, Matt. v. 14. 
9. The mon of Chriſt's body, Eph. v. 30. 
10A peculiar people, „„ 
11. The portion of the Lord, Deut. xxxil. 9. 
12. The ſalt of the earth, Matt. v. 13. 
13. The lambs and ſheep of Chriſt, Jenn K. 27 
xxl. 15—17. 
14. The Lord's vineyard, Ifa. v. 1. xxvii. 2. 


15. The houſe of Gud-—the 1 ng of the truth, 1 
Tim. iii. 15. 


This ſnews the privileges and duties of church fel- 
lowſhip, in a beautiful manner: this alſo ſhews what 
manner of perions they ſhould be; who conſtitute a 
church of Chrift, How x very different to thoſe who 


in general conſtitute the church of England, or any 0- 
ther national church. Weeds among flowers are very 
unſcendy, Dogs among ſhecp arc dancerons compant- 


ons. The lamb with the lion, the dove with the hawk; 
how very abſurd! how ereadtully unſafe! 


ts 
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May not a man have fellowſhip with the Father, 

and with his Son Jeſus Chriſt, without his joining a 
viiible church? | 

B. He certainly may: it is not being in the houſe, 

which makes him a child; being in Thi fold which 


makes him a ſheep; being in the garden which makes 


him a flower. No: but if he be a fon, a Inicep, i fow.:: 


er, where ſhould he be, but in the houle, the fold, the 
garden! ? Is it comely, is it ſafe for a ſon to wander like 


a vagabond ? For a ſheep to {ray in the wilderneſs ? 


For a flower to grow in the foreſt? A father may pity 
a beggar, and graciouſly give him food; but his chil- 
dren have a right to his houſe, to his table, to his bo- 
ſom. "Theſe he feeds, he watches, he defends from day 
to day, 'Thefe have a right to live at home, to enjoy 
his preſence, to do his will. 

If there be any, who have real fellowſhip with God, 
they will certainly ſee a peculiar propriety in a Chriſti— 
an church, and feel a ſtrong defire to join their aftem- 
bly. Man is a ſocial creature: birds of a feather will 
flock together. He that loveth him that begat, loveth 
lum alſo that is begotten of him.” Love is of afecking 
— di rawing —uniting nature. Delights in communicat- 
ing happineſs to, and is ready to ſhare in the ſuff. rings 
of others. Love is the precious cement of chriſtian fel. 
lowſhip; the mortar which binds the living ſtones in 
God's ſpiritual temple together. © He that loveth 1 18 


born of God, and knoweth God, He that loveth not, 


knoweth not God, for God is love.“ We: know 
that we have paſſed from death unto liſe, becauſe we 


love the brethren : he that loveth not his brother, a- 


bideth in death,” 

Chriſtian Fellowſhip i is a ſtate which the new- burn 
ſoul naturally defires : and though we cannot have it in 
perfection here, on account of human frailty, yet there 
are lach enjoyments and priviieges connected with it, 

which 
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which make it ſometimes like a little heaven on earth. 
I ſpeak from the experience of about thirty years. 

N. I heartily thank you for theſe remarks. I ſee 
their beauty, I feel their force! Where, indeed, ſhould 
the children be, but under the Father's care and pro- 
tection?:— One thing have I deſired of the Lory, 

that will I ſeek after; that I may dwell in the houſe of 
the LokD all the days of my life, to behold the beauty 
of the LoR D, and to inquire in his temple. For in the 
time of trouble he ſhall hide me in his pavilion: in the 
ſecret of his tabernacle ſhall he hide me; he ſhall ſet 
me up upon a rock,” Pal. xxvil. 4, 5. | 


J plainly ſee, by this reſearch, 

The nature of a Chriſtian church: 
And what ſhall hinder me to join, 

A Fellowſhip ſo much divine? 


Is God my Father, Chriſt my King ? 
Of all my hopes and joys the ſpring? 
Then I will ſeek an humble place, 
Among the children of his grace, 


Are angels, round the throne above, 

And Chriſtians, perfected in love, 

Of this bleit Family? And I 
Intitled to the (elf- ſame j joy ? 


Such company is my delight! 

My ſoul is raviſh'd at the fight ! 
Where God, and Chriſt, and ſaints reſide, 
I will reſort, Iwill abide! 


Where ſhould I ſeek to dwell, but where 
My friends, my beſt relations are ? 
My ſpirit longs to enter in, 
And dweil among my heavenly kin ! 


Open the door, ye church of God, 
That I may reſt in your abode : 
That I way ſhare with you below, 
And then with you to GLORY go, 
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SECTION IX. 
Reaſons for baptizing Believers, and nit Infants, 


Bapt. OU ſeem bent upon joining a Baptiſt church: 
there is no admiſſion to their iclowthip but 
by baptiſm. | 
Neighb. I know that: I was baptized 3 in my infancy; 
B. Are you ſure of that ? 

N. Sure of that? How you talk! 1 his no doubt 
of. it. 
B. But perhaps they may.— Permit me to aſk you 
three queſtions :— 

1. Was you then a proper ſubjeRt of baptiſin ? 

2. Did you ſubmit to it in obedience to Chriſt ? | 

3. Was you indeed baptized, or only ſprinkled ?. 

N. With reſpe& to the firſt, I was a mere child, If 
that be a proper ſubjeck; I was that. To the ſecond; 
I had no knowledge of Chriſt; ; it therefore could not be 
in obedience to him. To the third; 1 ſup poſe, I was 
done as others are ; moſt likely by pouring or ſprink- 
ling.—Do the Baptiſts think that ny thing depends on. 
theſe things ? 
B. Yes; much. An error in any of thefe particu». 
bars makes your baptiſm void in their account. 

Then I doubt 1 thall not come up to their ſtand- 
55 

B. They have no ſtandard but the Bible; and that 
is Jour ſtandard, if you be a Chriſtian, _ 

True; J with to come up to that. What doth 
it x with reſpe& to the Subjecz of Baptiſm ? | 

B. „If thou believeſt with all thine heart, thou 
mayeſt,” Acts viit. 47. 

N. I hope do believe, that Jeſus E hriſt! is the Son 
of God, the Saviour of the world. 


K. B. Did 


John baptized in Jordan, Matt. iii. 13. 
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B. Did you believe this when you were baptized ? 

N. I believed nothing about it. How could I ? 

B. Then you are zow a proper ſubje&, but you were 
not then. 

N. Tam convinced. How do you prove that it muſt 
be done in obedience to Chriſt ? 

B. This is abſolutely eſſential to any religious act: 
« OBEY MY VOICE,” is the great precept of Jeho- 
vah, Exod. xix. 55 Jer vii. 23. Xi. 7. The very in- 
ſtitution implies the neceſſity of obedience. Could you 
think, if a perſon were baptized by accident, that it 
would be conſidered as his act? If he were baptized by 
force, that this would be imputed to him? No: * To 
obey 1s better than ſacrifice; and to hearken, than the 
fat of rams, 1 Sam. xv. 22, 235 Then they that 
aal received his word were baptized,“ Acts ii. 41. 
Not baptized firſt, whether willing or unwilling. 


N. What is baptiſm ? what doth the word mean! FE: 
B. Barclay's Dictionary defines it as follows:. 
"T0 primitive times the ceremony was periormed by 
immerſion, as it ſtill is in the oriental churches, agreea- 
ble to the original fignification of the word, which 
means dipping « or plunging. In primitive times it 
ſeems probable that none were baptized. but adults, 
though ſeveral learned men. contend, that infunts were 
admitted into this tacrament.* 

Dipping or plunging ou ſee is the proper . 
tion of the word. 

N. Do any of the learned deny this ? 

B. I believe not one of them! 

N. Doth the dener confirm this by any circum- 
ſtance ? | 

B. Ves; by ſeveral, 

1. The places where the ordinance was adminiſtered, 
In Enon, 
near to Salim, becauſe there was much water there,“ 
15 5 John 
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John iii. 23. which would not have been neceſſary, had 


ot the ordinance been performed by innmerſion. 
„The circumſtanccs of going no down lato the water 


to be baptized; and of coming up wy of the water when 


they were baptized, is further proof of it being done by 
immerſion, Acts viii. 38, 39 
3. The deltgn of the ordinance: * Know ve not, 


} * | kat * us Chr 
that ſo many of us as were baptized into jeſus Chriſt, 


were bantizecd into his death? Therefore we arc buried 
with him by da wtiſm into death; that like as Chriſt 


was raiſed up from the dead by the glory of the Father, 


even ſo we allo ſhould walk in newuefs of life,“ Rom. 


. 4. Immerſion is almoſt a literal burial, but. 


[pink ing is nothing like it. 1 
4. Ihe almoſt unanimous teſtimony of the earned, 


that immerſion was the primitive practice, hardly ſuf- 


* 


fers the mind to IRS but forces conviction, that 
baptizing is dipping, and that dipping is baptizing, 


To which we may add, this is the order of the church 


of England; which ſays, he ſhall dip it in the water 
diſcreetly and warily.“ „But if they certify that the 
child is weak, it ſhall ſuffice to pour water upon it.“ — 
This proves that our reformers knew that baptiſm 
ought to be performed by immerſion, though it be now 
almoſt wholly laid aſide, and ridiculed as a monitrous 
thing, by the bulk of that community. 

NV. Do not the Baptiſts deviate | irom plunging in ex- 
traordinary Caſes ? 


B. Not that I know of. 


N. If the thing be but performed, what doth it lig- 


nify how it be done | f 
5. 1. Sprinkling or pouring, they think 1s not Dap- 
tizing at all; therefore in this way the thing is not 
done but oed. 
2. T vey” think that he who appointed the e 
K 2 | muſt 
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nuſt be obeved punctually and circumſtantially, or in 
TE ality he 1s diſobeyed. 

3. They think it is very great preſumption to take on 

them to alter divine inſtitutions, to ſuit the humours, 
and manners, and prejudices of men. 

4. The great Ged has abſolutely prohibited ſuch an 
attempt. © V nat thing ſoever I command you, ob- 
terve to doit; thou ſhalt not add thereto, nor diminiſh 
frem it, Deut. ii 32. 1 here fore they dare not do 
it, nor ſubmit to it from others. 


iK joins. call them Anabaptiſts? | 
. No; provided it have been done once according 
to the zaſtitatlon—by immerſion, and to a Proper ſub- 


, What do they think is the baptiſm of the Holy 
Ghoſt:? 
E. That which it is deſcribed to be, Acts ii. . 
«<< 4:4 when the day of Pentecoſt was fully come, they 
Were all with one accord in one place. And ſuddenly 
there came a ſound irom heaven, as of a ruſhing migh- 
ty wind, and it filled all the houſe where they were 
fitting. And there appeared unto them cloven tongues, 
like as of fire, and it ſat upon each of them: and 
they were all filed with the Holy Ghoſt, and began 
to ſpeak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them 
utterance.?” This is a full anſwer to the promiſe, 


AQs i. 55 John truly baptized with water; but ye 


ſhall be baptized with the Holy Abe. not mapy days 


hence.” | 

NV. Do they think that all true believers are baptized 

with the 110 „ Ghoſt ? 

B. They N that * if any man 1 not the 

Fpirit of Chriſt, he is none of his,” Rom. viii. 9. But 

they believe that feœC now enjoy it in that abundant mea— 
ture, 


. Do they baptize a. perſon more than once? I 


XX 
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fare, as to be haptized with it, or overwhelmed in it as 
it ſeems the Apoſtles were. 

N. Do they think this the one hapri/mr, Eph. iv. 5. 
B. No; if this be the one aptiſm, there are two or 
three: The ſufferings of Chriſt is called a baptiſm, 
Luke x11. 50. That of John Baptiſt, Matt. xxi. 25. 
as well as the baptiſm which Jeſus inſtituted, 
N. What do they think is the baptiſin there intend- 
ed ? | | 
B. That of belicyers in water: In the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and ot tl ie Holy Ghoſt,” Matt. 
XXVu1. 19. 
. What are their reaſons for . opinion? 
5. 1. Becauſe thot is the only one which Chriſt ap- 
Ointed. | 
2. Phat was the only one which the Apoſtles requir- 
<< of the primitive Chriſtians. 
3. It is the only one which Chriſtians can ſcriptural- 
ly perform. 


N. Do not they think the baptiſin of the iioly Chofſt 


quite ſufficient without dipping 1n water ? 

B. It appears the Apoſtles did not; for Peter com- 
manded them to be baptized with 1 : becauſc they 
had received the Holy Ghoſt, Acts x. 47, 48. So far is 


the being baptized with the Holv Ghoſt a reaſon to. 


mit the baptitin of water, that it is a reaſon for it. 


N. I think the Baptiſts inſiſt more on the baptiſm of 


water, than on that of the Holy Ghoſt. 
B. For a very good reaſon: the Apoſtles did fo. 
Chriſt has appointed that of water, to be done in obe- 


dience to him: the other is promiſed, to be done to his 


particular diſciples: That of water is an active duty 


that of the Holy Ghoſt is a paſſive privilege, It would 


be ſtrange, not to ſay unſcriptural, to urge a perfon to 


be baptized with the Holy Ghoſt, when this is in the 


power of the Lord alone. 
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Mart weil -The Holy Ghoſt led the Apoſtles 0 
command believers to be baptized with water; and thoſe 
who were led by the Holy Ghoit, gladly received the 
word, and were baptized in obedience to it. This was 
the manner of the Holy Ghoſt formerly, What Kind of 
Holy Ghoſt muſt it be which leads men now to rejech this 
ordinance, with the pretence that the baptiim of the 


Holy Ghoſt is ſufficient without it? and to obferve the 


ſprinkling of infants (which Chriſt never appointed), as 
though the Holv Ghoſt would have it ſo? It is well, 
if it be not a different Holy Ghoſt to that which the 
Apoſtles and primitive Chriſtians were led by; becauſe 
it teaches tuch di tterent things, and leads ſuch ditfer- 
nt ways. 
N. Do not they make too much of water baptitin 2 
B. I cannot tell: they make leſs of it than many of 
their oppoſers do. Theſe almoſt make it a qualification 
for heaven. 
N. This f is trance indeed! Who be they? 
. ſuppoſe the bulk of this nation. 
N. W hy do they think ſo? ſome writers make very 
little, almoit nothing of it. 
B. Becaulc it is ſo expreſſed in the Book of Common 
Prayer. In the office of baptiſm, it is ſaid, that the 
Vater is ſanctified to the myſtical waſhing away of ſin.“ 


It is coupled with the Holy Ghoſt, as though it were of 


equal efficacy in regeneration. At the end of the office 
it is ſaid, „It is certain by God's word, that children, 
which are baptized, dying before they commit actual 


fin, are undoubtedly ſaved.” In the Catechitm, the 


child is taught to ſay: My godfathers and my god- 
mothers in my baptiſm, wherein I was made a member 
of Chriit, ibe child Ng God, and an inheritor of the 
kingdom of heaven.“ 

Wen did you hear of the Baptiſts, properly fo called, 

making any thing like this of it? 


N. J. 
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N. I ſuppoſe the Baptiſts, in ſome caſes, almoſt ſeru— 

ple the Chriſtianity of a perſon, who will not be bap— 
tized ? 

B. They do; but not becauſe they think there is 

ſome myſterious quality in baptiſm, which makes it ct 

ticacious to ſalvation ; but becaule the perſon neglects 


that which it is his 4rowr duty to perform. Whether 


it be baptiſm, or any other divine appointment, which 
he lives in the known neglect. of; they have the ſaine. 
ſcruples and fears. | 

N. Pleaſe to illuſtrate your meaning. 

B. When they find a man, who will acknowledge 
that he believes baptiſm is the appointment of 
Chriſt, and {till lives in the neglect of it; they ſcruple 
his Chriſtianity, becauſe he lives in the neglect ot that 
which he profeſſes to know to be his duty. They fear 
that pride, ſhame, obſtinacy, or worldly and carnal 
views influence him more than Goſpel principles. It 
is a maxim with them, His ſervants ye are to whom 
ye obey,” Rom. vi. 16. If a man love me, ſays je- 
ſus, he will keep my words, John xiv. 23. What fort 
of Chriſtians are we, if we do not love Jeſus Chriſt ? 


«« For this is the love of God, that we keep his com 


27 


mandments, 1 John v. 3. By their fruits 42 (hall 
know them, Matt vii. 20. 


N. What are their thoughts on the import ance of 


baptiſm ? 

B. The importance of believers? baptiſm, appears 
from ſeveral conſiderations; and although it be not a 
ſaving, a regenerating, or even a ſanctifying ordinance, 
yet it is an ordinance of Chriſt, and cannot be rejected, 


without rejecting his authority in this reſpect.— I'heir 


views of it's importance may be gathered rom the fol- 
lowing obſervations. 


1. The example of Jeſus Chriſt, Matt. iii. 13. He 


that ſaith he abideth in him, ought himſelf alſo fo to 
walk, 
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walk, even as he walked,” 1 TOM 8. Leaving 
us an example, that ve ſhould follow his fte 38 

1 Pet. ii. 21. It is the higheſt nonour of a Chriſtian 


to be a follower of Chr iſt whithedberer he goeth, Rev. 


XIV, 4. 

Th . for which he was baptized: - For 
thus it becometh us to fuffil all righteouſneſs, ” Matt. 
11. 15. If it became him, it ſurely becomes us. Jt we 
do not fulfil all righteoulnels, we commit ſin; and 
«« He that committeth {in is of the devil,“ 1 1 John 111. 8. 

3. The divine anſwer :—* This is my beloved Son, 
in whom 1 am well pleaſed, ' Matt. iii. 17. 


& If you would have the mighty God 
Approve your conduct now; 

Walk in the ſteps &hH¹ieh Jesus trod, 
And to his iceptre bow.“ 


4. The commiſſion Which Chriſt gave to his diſciples. 
« All power is given unto me in hea ven and in earth, 
Go ye therefore and teach all nations, baptizing them 
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghoſt; teaching them to obſerve all things what- 
ſoe ver I hive commanded you. And lo, I am with you 
alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen,” Matt. 
xxvili. 18, 19, 20. Who can read this and not trem- 
ble at the thought of living in the yen of Þbciievers” 
9 N ! 
[ hc ems in obedience to jeu when filled 
1 the y Ghoit, commanded belis vers to be bap- 
tized u the name of the Lord, Acts 11. 38. x. 48. 


6. The general obedience to it by thoſe who received 
the Goſpel, No quibbling about it being eſſential or 


not effeniial. Not one rejected it, that weread of ; and 
but one delays, and he is! -eproved and urged with— 
« And now why rarrieſt thou ? ATR; and be baptiz- 
ed, Acts xxii. 1 | 


7. Thoſe 


ti 


tr 
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7. Thoſe who would not be baptized with the bap— 
tiſm of John, are charged with rejeQing “ the counſel 
of God againſt themſclves,” Luke vii. 30. This will 
ſurely apply with ſuperior force, to thoſe who reject the 
baptiſm of Jeſus. How wiſe muſt thoſe be in their own 


conceits, who know better than to take the counſel of 


the Lord ? 
8. Ryeting this ordinance, is uſing our influence to 


deſtroy it. If al men took this liberty, it would be 


loſt. Inſtead of letting our light ſhine before men; we, 


by our example, lead them aſtray. And for the {une 


reaſons whi eh we neglect this, others may any oth cr or- 
dinance. Thus, the authority and appointments of 
Chriſt may be totally reſected; and totally rejected 
through the example and influence of thoſe very men, 
who are expected to be the pillar and ground of the 
truth, | 

9. We cannot have a good confilence towards God, 


while we live in the wilful neglect of his word and or- 


dinances. How can we ſay Thy will he done,” when 
we will not do it? How can we have comfort from the 
thoughts of a Being, whoſe inſtitutes we do not obcy 3 
whoſe croſs we will not take up? It Jays a bar in the 
way of peace; it gives the enemy a ha! olle againſt us; 
it makes our own heart condemn us ; it weakens our 
confidence in God, and rohs us of that inward teltimo- 
ny which is worth worlds, 


10. It is a practical rejection of the government of 


Jeſus, and ſubmitiion to that of men. W. e in Conduct 
ſay, „We will not have this man to reign over us,“ 
Luke xix. 14. It ſets up our wiſdom above his; ; our 
pleaſure above his; yea, our authoritv above his. We 
call him Lord, but we will only obey him in thoſe in- 


ſtitutes which we pleaſe. If he appoint any thing 


which we do not like, we beg leave, by our conduct, 
to let it be ſcen, that we will do as we think proper, 
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If we indulge ſuch a ſpirit, and live in ſuch conc 
can we think With pleaſure on the well done at 
Is it improving cur tatcnts, or burying them? | i 
conteling him before men, or denying him? WH. 
ever therefore ſhall be amamed of me and of my words 
in this adulterous and finful generation, of him alf 
ſhall the Son of man be.aſhamed, when he cometh in 
the glory of his Father with the holy angels, 28885 
viii. 34—38. Bleticd are they that do his command 
ments, that they may have right to the tres of life, 184 
may enter in through the Bates into the city, 155 Rev, 


Xl, 14. 

. You make me tremble |. There is a deal of evi- 

dence in what you ſay; but J hope there are many fin- 

cere chriſtians, who are not of the Baptiſts' opinion in 

this particular, He +4 | 
B. I hope fo too. Every man muſt ſtand or fall to 


. 
— . N 
— 
— 


his own maſter, I judge no man's heart. It is things 


and facts of which ! peak! and things and facts ate 
what they are, let men's opinions be what they may. 


N. Is there nothing to be ſaid for the bn ot 


infants? 

B. Yes, much; very much. It has had, and. ſtill 
enjoys the countenance of many very able advocates; 
who have written volumes, aud probably will more in 
the defence of it. It mutt be contciled,: that there ig 
hardly any thing which they cannot plead in it's ſup; 
port: but they always fail in proof of tlice very a- 
terial points. 

1. They have never proved that God or Jeſus Chriſt 
appointed 7A 
2. They have never proved chat the Apoſtles ſo much 
as once practiſed it. 

3. They have never proved, that baptiſin was ever 
done by ſpr inkling, or by any other mode than by dip- 
ping or plunging, 1 the fult, nor perhaps! in the ſecond 


hundred | 
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hundred years of Chriſtianity.— Their failing in theſe 
three things, is failing in every thing. Whatever they 
can ſay on divine ſubjects without a Thus ſaith the 
Lord,“ is no better than chaff with the Grneral Pap- 
__ 

Then how happens it, that they y ſay ſo much a- 
Tink it ? 

B. Becauſe God ſays nothing idem it : they are forc- 
ed to ſay all; it ſtands on their ſay alone. The Baptiſts 
think that there is not ſo muci as an alluſion to infant 
baptiſm (if to any baptiſm by ſprinkling), in all the 
New Teſtament. It ſtands entirely on human autho— 
rity. Ek 

N. Is not the infant ſeed of believers entitled to bap- 
tiſm, in virtue of their parents ta aith ? 


B. We have no reaſon to belicve it is, from any part 


of the New Teſtament. 


N. Is it not highly probable, that there were infants 


in the whole houtholds, which were baptize — in the 
New Teſtament ? | 


B. They think not: there is good reaſon to believe 
that there were no infants in thoſe families. They con- 


fifted of ſuch who could believe, rejoice, be comforted, 


addict themſelves to the minittry ; ; were capable of thar. 


which is far beyond the capacity of mere babes. — Be— 
ide, were the probability ever ſo great, that would not 


do; they dare not act on probabilities, but on divine 


inſtitutions. A poſitive duty, mult have a poſitive ap- 
pointment for it's foundation, or it cannot ſtand. 


N. Doth it not come in the room of circumciſion? Nor | 
proceed from the jewiſh proſelyte bapriſin ? Nor ſtand 


upon Chrilt ta king r ſuch in his arms and bleſng them? 
Nor on their being holy? Nor on the commiſſion, as a 
part of all nations? Nor on the neceflity of being born 


of the water, as well as of the 5 pirtt ! r Nor on all theſe | 


Scripture conſid crations taken together * 
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B. No; theſe, all theſe, and a hundred more ſuch, 
would not make an appointment of God: nor were 
theſe reaſons ſufficient to induce the Apoſtles to baptize 
infants that we can learn; therefore not for us. 

N. Then what are all theſe things urged for? 

B. For? For want of one“ Thus faith the Lord!“ 
— Theſe reaſons would never have been brought, if that 
could have been found. When we fee a man feeding 
on chaff, we naturally conclude that he is beſide himſelf, 


or ſtarving for want of bread. A perſon who argues 


from ſuch extra things as theſe, ſhews his want of that 
which is firm and ſubſtantial, to build upon. 

To cloſe this potnt, let me add ; God has either ap- 
pointed infant baptiſm, or he has not. If he 8 tell 
me where ? 

N. Acds ii. 32. «« For the promiſe is to you, and to 
your CHILDREN!” Mark that! 

. Do you mark that! Is baptiſm ever the ſubject of 
promiſe ? Is it ſo here? Are you ſure this is intended to 
mean mere infants? Is it not rather confined to fuch 
whom the Lord our God ſhall call? Doth it ever appear 
that he calls children of a month old ? Is there any 
proof that ſuch were baptized by the apoſtles then, orat 
any other time ?—If you cannot fully anſwer theſe queſ- 
tions, this paſſage will not fupport you. 

N. Is not baptiſm inſtituted in general terms? May 
we not fairly infer that infants were intended, though 
not expreſſly named? 

B. They think not; becauſe, 1. Baptiſm is not the 
firſt thing enjoined in the commiſſion ; but teaching, 
and then baptizing thoſe who were taught. 

2. Believing is required previous to baptiſm, Adds 
viii. 37. which infants give no proof of. 

3. Baptiſm is a volunteer act; the anſwer of a cood 

__ conſcience towards God,” I Pet, i 111. 21. Which cannot 
_ apply to infants, 
= 4. Infants 
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4. Infants cannot underſtand the deſign of the or- 
dinance; therefore are not fit to be engaged in it. 

N. May it not be a good thing, as a free. will offer- 
ing to the Lord? 

B. It may be a good thing i in a psrent to dedicate his 
children to the Lord; to crave his divine bleſſing upon 
them. But why ſhould this be done with a wet face ? 
Why be done as an appointment of heaven, when it is 
no ſuch thing, but their own free choice ? However 
ſpecious this may appear, there is nothing in it to 885 
tify infant baptiſm. 

N. What harm can there be, in ſprinkling a few 
drops of clean water in a child's face ? | 

B. This is a poor ground, indeed ! ſuch as 1s com- 
monly urged for wakes, games, carnal pleaſures, lies, 
oaths, and almoſt all the profane nonſenſe in the world. 
Could you with a divine ordinance to ſtand on this 


8 ground? No. Yet I fear there is a great deal of harm 


in it as connected with the intention of it. 

1. It is ſetting aſide a divine inſtitution, ſo far as it 
prevails. By doing that, as a religious ſervice, which 
God never appointed, we trample that under our feet 
which he has appointed ; that is, believer's baptiſm, 


2. It is a grievous impoſition on the public : an im- 
poſition on the ſouls of the public. Making them be- 


lieve they are members of Chriſt, when they are not ; 
the children of God, when they are not; regenerate, 
when they are not; entitled to the inheritance of hea- 
ven, when they are in danger of going to hell. 

z. It lays a bar in the way of Miniſters. How can 
they tell their audience, that it is neceſſary for them to 
be converted ; to experience the new birth ; or that it 
is impoſſible for them to enter into the kingdom of hea- 
ven, John iii. 3. when they have taught them, that 


they were made members of Chriſt, the children of 
; L | -.*; God; 
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God, and inheritors of the os path of heaven, in theft 
baptiſm ? 

4. It alſo lays a ſtumbling-block in the way of ſin- 
ners. They are induced hereby to think that they are 
what they are not; have done that which they have 
not; are entitled to that which they are not entitled to; 
and conſequently to neglect thoſe things which belong 
to their fouls peace and the glory of God, W ould you 
have made half this boggling about bein 2 baptized, 
were it not for this infant ſprinkling ? - 

N. Let me alone, I beg of you! Can it be thought 
poſſible that ſo many thouſands of wiſe, learned, good 


men would live ſo many ages in the practice of this, if 


it were not founded on the word of God ? 
B. Chriſtian candour would compel us to conclude 
that they would not: yet all theſe wiſe, learned, good 


men have never been able to prove infant baptiſm to be 


of divine appointment, or that it was ever practiſed in 


the days of the Apoſtles; ; and many of them have con- 


feſſed as much. 

N. What then muſt become of poor infants, if they 
die without being baptized ? 

B. Become of them? Why, go to heaven and be hap- 
py for ever? What ſhould become of them? 

NM. Do the Baptiſts think that poſlible ? 

3. Yes; certain! as ſure as if they were baptized 
twenty times! What are you making of baptiſm now 
—x Saviour ? 


N. No; God forbid ! Chriſt is the only © Saviour, 


and he favs; Of ſuch is the kingdom of heaven ;*? 
and that is enough. I am thinking what I am the 


better for being what they call baptized 3 in my infancy ; 
and I cannot make it our. 
. And 1 believe nobody can tell you. 
VN. Then 1 think it is neceſſary for me to act for 
kd 
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myſelf: to ſee what Chriſt enjoins, and to do what he 
appoints. — But 

B. But what ? r 


N. The weather is fo very inclement -: TINO might | 


catch one's death, by going ov 7 the head in water now. 
B. So you may, if you do not! Did vou ever hear 
of any perſon being injured by being baptlzed in cold 
weather ? | | 
NM. I have heard but little about it; do you think 
that it may be done with ena ? 


B, Certainly! I never heard of a perſon hoing Tit 


ed by it in my life. This very winter, December the 21, 


obliged to break the ice before they went in) there were 

el 'ghteen perſons (two women, and ſixteen men) ns: 
nized in a rivulet near Melbourne, in Rerbyſiiire," by 
immerſion: and not one of them received the leaft 
injury thereby. This was done, it is ſuppoſed, in the 
preſence of at leaſt five hundred ſpectators, by one ad- 
miniſtrator ; - and the whole time did not exceed fx mi- 
* 


1794, (which was a very ſharp froft, ſo that they were 


Aſtoniſhing ! Then I ſee, every body is not afraid 
of 8000 weather, and cold water, if I be. 

5. When a poor ſinner fees the love of Chriſt to him, 
and conſiders what a baptiſm of ſufferings and forrows 
- Jeſus went through for his ſake, he feels a diſpoſttion 
and reſolution to“ deny himſelf, to take up his croſs, 
and to follow'' his divine Maſter in every thing which 


he has been pleaſed to appoint. He remembers his 


promiſe : Lo, Jam with you alway, even to the end 
of the world ;” and this g Lives him ſupport and comfort. 
We may depend upon it, that “e If we ſuffer, we ſhall 


_ alſo reign with him: if we deny Wm, he allo will den 


üs, & 1-0. 18; 


V. I fully acquieſce in your opinion. I ſhall deliber- 
ate on this ſubject, and mean to act according to con- 


1 | ſcience. | 
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ſcience. May the great God help me to form a proper 
Judgment, and to practiſe what he teaches.—I cannot 
help thinking of eighteen perſons being baptized in 
ove ſhort, ſharp, froſty day. Let it be perpetuated in 
the following lines. 


AND has the Saviour ſtill a few, 
Who hear his voice and him purſue? 
Wire boldly date eſpouſe his caule, 
And yield obedience to his laws ? 


Heroic ſouls! courageous men! 

Who [il] the fight of faith maintain! 
Who, meekly, with their Saviour go, 

1 hrough wat'ry deeps, in froſt and ſnow, 


Firm and ſedate they march along, 
Regardleſs of the ſcoffing throng : 
In vain the elements combine, 

%o quench the flame of love divine. 


Down to the wat'ry grave they preſs, 
Their Lord and Saviour to confeſs: 
There in devotion to his name, 

Are plung'd, are bury'd in the ſtream, 


Angels beheld them ſink and riſe, 

And bore the tidings to the ſkies: 

Swilt as the rays of light they flew z 
And heav'n teceiv'd a tranſport new, 


Seh may they all his counſel hear, 
An grace enjoy, to perſevere z 
they behold him as he is, 

And battie them in the fount of bliſs. 


4A 


SECTION 
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8 ECTION X. 
Manner 75 boptizing and of receiving into Fell;wſhip. 


Neight. HEN a perſon deſires to be baptized, 
how do they proceed ? 


Bapt. The Miniſter, and commonly ſome other mem 


bers, deſire him to ſignify what induces him to wiſh to 
be baptized. If his reaſons are ſuch as indicate him 
to be a converted man, and his views of the ordinance 


are ſcriptural; they inform him, that they have no ob- 


jection : but if he deſire to join the church alſo, they 
muſt lay his requeſt before it, for the general informa— 
tion and concurrence of every member. 

i. Do they ſometimes baptize a perſon who doth 
not intend to join the church ? | 

B. Yes; ſome of them do. Tt ſometimes happens 
that his diſtance of abode makes it impracticable to be 
a member with them, as the Eunuch, Acts viii. 39. 
Sometimes he 1s already connected with a FIR of 
perſons, with whom he can enjoy followſhip as the dear 
people of God, although they do not make uſe of be- 


lievers' baptiſm.—If this be the caſe, the Miniſter acts 


on his own judgment, without troubling the chu! ch on 
the ſubject. 


N. This ſeems candid I confeſs, If he deſire to join 


the church, how do they act then? 

B. At the next church- -mecting the members : are in- 
formed of his defire, and aſked their opinion of him 
with reſpect to his converſion, character, and conduct. 


If theſe are not lufficiently known (which is often the. 


caſe) the matter is put of, and the members are de- 


fired to obtain what knowledge they can of him, and 
acquaintance with him, by the next church- meeting. 


Then, if nothing appear forbidding, and the church is 
ſatisfied, he is told that his requeſt | is agreed to. 


L 3 N. Sup- | 
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N. Suppoſe the church be not ſatisfied; how do 
they act then? 

B. They poſtpone it to another church- meeting, for 

urther proof; except there be ſufficient reaſon to refuſe 
him: if ſo, he is informed of this. 


N. Then they will not receive a man on his bare 


profefſion? 

B. No! Not every one that ſaith Lord. Lord, 
ſhall enter into the kingdom of heaven,“ nor into the 
church of Chriſt : too many by their conduct belie 
their profeſſion. | 


N, When he 1s informed of the church? 8 atisfac- 


tion, how do they proceed then? 


B. They let him know of the time of baptiſm, and 


Jeſire him to meet the Miniſter and a few judicious 
friends, that he may receive further information rela- 
tive to that ordinance, and to their church order and 
diſcipline.—If he come as expected, the Miniſter tells 
him freely any plainly their views of chriſtian fellow- 
flip, with reſpect to privilege and duty; ſeriouſly ad- 
viſing and warning him to act conſcientiouſly as in the 


fight of God; that he neither deceive himſelf nor the 


church: w:ihing him to ſay freely, whether he approves 
of and can ſubmit to ſuch rules as they believe to be 


conſiſtent with the Scriptures of God.—The ſubſtance 


of which, ſee Sect. VIII. page 87-—89, —— They alſo 
converſe with him freely on the loving kindneſs and 

faithfulneſs of God; the ſufficiency and freeneſs of the 
Goſpel of Chriſt; the common experience and trials 
of the followers of Jeſus ; the precious promiſes and or- 
dinances which are intended for their ſupport and com- 
fort; the obligations they are under to the Lord je- 
ſus Chriſt, to deny themſelves, and to take up their 
croſs, and to follow him in all his ways and appoint- 


ments; ſhowing how unworthy we are of the love of 


the Redeemer which br ought him from the ſummit of 
7 bliis, 


_ a. as % 


and of receiving into Fellowſhip. © 
bliſs, to die ſo miſerably for the redemption of ſuch 
ungodly creatures—That they may encourage kim ta 
go on with chearfulneſs, and to ſee what reliſh he has 
for ſpiritual things. 

NM. This diſcourſe muſt, I think, be of great and 
laſting uſe to the candidate at this particular time. 

B. It is not eaſy to eſtimate the utility of this free 
converſation: the benefits of it are mutual. Theſe 
are often precious moments to the whole company. 
Hereby a flame of love is kindled in their hearts, which 
promotes an affection and a fellowfhi 5 ſomething like 
the foretaſte of heaven, It has a uniting, ſtrengthen. 
ing, animating, and encouraging effect, hardly to be 


deſcribed by words, It builds them up in faith and 


love, and begets a mutual confidence, which grows 
and terminates in eternal friendſhip.— How unmean- 


ing and inſipid, not to ſay unſcriptural, the ſprinkling 


a mere infant, with all it's ceremony, in compartion 
with this edifying and experimental diſcourſe ! 

N. Unmeaning and ais indeed !—How do they 
proceed then ? 


B. If he be ſtill deſirous to join the church, he, with 


the Miniſter, both being decently habited, go to the 


water, where there are commonly a number of friends 


and others collected together. Ihen the Miniſter de- 


livers a diſcourſe ſuited to the occaſion ; which done, 


they uſually ſing an hymn and go to prayer. Then 
the Miniſter walks down into the water, 2 1d the per- 
ſon to be baptized follows him. After a ſolemn pauje, 
he gravely ſays, ** I baptize thee in the naue 6 the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Hol, y Ghoit. Then 
he deliberately puts the candidate . thc water; 
who, after a moment's recollection, walks out, and i is 
e with change of raiment. 

N. How do they proceed then ? | 

B. They came 7 retire tor a little refreſhment. 


Then, 
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Then, the congregation being reaſſembled, they pro- 
ceed to receive him as a meinde of the church. This, 
with ſome of them, is in the following manner :— 
The perſon haptized is told by the Miniſter, that he 
finds his requeſt has been agreed to by the church: 
that if he ſtill defire to join as a member; to partake 
with it in privileges, duties, ick ſufferings, he wiſhes 
him to ſignify it by holding up his right-hand, If this 
be done, the church 1s told what ſteps have been taken, 
Kc. and then aſked, if it can receive him as a Chriſtian 
Brother; and deſired ro ſignify it, by holding up their 


right-hand. If this be unanimous, the Minifter then, 


with a few words, and ſometimes tears of joy, gives 
him, in the name of the church, and as it's ſer- 
vant, the right-hand ; which is called the right- hand 
of fellowſhip ; with a ſhort prayer tor the divine blef- 
ſing to attend both. After this, they ſing an hymn ; 
and the Miniſter delivers a cloſe and ſolemn charge to 
the new member, pointing out his ee e to every 
perſonal, relative, and ſfoctal-duts 


N. Do they g generally baptize and receive them into 


fellowſhip in a public manner ? 


B. Ves; the more public the more agrecable, pro- 
vided they are not crowded or interrupted : they do no- 


thing in the dark; but all openly, and in the face of 


day. 


V. Do they admit ſtrangers to be preſent at the re- 
3 of members, and at the ace the 
Lord's ſupper ? 1 

3. Yes, freely; no matter how many, if they be- 

have decently. 
VV. I feel half determine to ſee their practice for 
once, if you think they will not be jealous of me, and 
take me for a ſpy. 

B. 1 encourage you to do fo by all means; but per- 
mit me to give you a a Word of advice. 


3 Lay 


+ <4 
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1. Lay aſide prejudice, as much as poſſible, that 


you may ſee things in their proper light, and judge of 
their conduct impartially. 


2. Do not conclude their doctrine or practice wrong, 


becauſe they may differ from what you have been ac- 
cuſtomed to; but from their agreement or diſagreement 
with the holy Scriptures. 

3. If you think any thing exceptionable, converſe 
with the Miniſter on the ſubject, that you may kuow- 
their reaſons for their conduct. g 
4. Do not ſatisfy yourſelf with once going and once 
ſeeing: by one opportunity you will form but a very 
imperfect idea of the matter. 

5. I need not defire you to hehave with decency ; to 
ſome I ſhould think this neceſſary, becauſe at ſuch 
times there are ofcen a number of giddy—high-minded 


profane wretches, who divert themſelves and others 


of their claſs with the molt indecent language, and fil- 
thy buffoonery. Chriſtians, who can ſcoff at the prac- 
tice of primitive Chriſtianity ! All the argument in 
ſuch ridicule, is in favour of thoſe who are ridiculed : 
but this is not always conſidered ; and ſometimes the 
innocent are led into error by bad examples. 


N. I thank you for your advice and caution : hope 
I ſhall have more civility, if not more grace, than to 


ridicule what J may not approve. But, I confeſs, that 


I am half converted to their opinion; it appears to me 
ſo very ſimilar to the New Teſtament practice. I can 
hardly help ſaying, ** See here is water, what doth 
hinder me to be baptized ?”? 

B. I feel a peculiar pleaſure, and divine oratityde 
in my heart, that the Sun of Righteouſneſs has cawned 
in my day, in my neighbourhood, and on my neigh- 
bour. Happy, very happy, ſhould I be in you as my 


companion to the houſe of God. As a4 member ot his 


church, I can chearfully ſay, Come in, thou bleſſed 
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of the Lord, wherefore: ſtandeſt thou without?“ Gen, 
xxiv. 21, Delays are not only dangerous, but delay: 
are loſſes too. Now begin to enjoy and to improve thy 
privileges. Now begin to do ſomething for him, who 
has done ſo much for thee, “ Ariſe, ſhine, for thy 
light is come, and the glory of the Lord is riſen upon 
thee,” Iſa. 1x. 1. Let us rejoice in the proſpect of, 
and anticipate, that glorious day, which haſtens on, 
when * the fulneſs of the Gentiles ſhall come in—and 
all Iſrael ſhall be ſaved,”” Rom. xi. 25, 26, When. 
«* the earth ſhall- be full of the knowledge of the 
LORD, as the waters cover the ſea,” Iſa. xi. 9. This 
perhaps is not far diſtant: let us ſing in expectation 
of it. | . 


THE happy time is drawing nigh, 
When tribes of men as clouds thall fly; 
Like flocks of doves defore the wind, 
A dwelling with the Lord to find, 


When light ſhall viſit every foul, 
And truth prevail from pole to pole z 
The reign of e and Satan ceaſe, 

And every nation live in peace. 


When all ſhall Jove Jehovah's cauſe, 

And yield obedience to his laws: 

Obedience ſuch as angels how, P | 
In all they think, in alt they do. e 


How bleſt are we, whoſe eycs ſurvey 
The dawn of thus celeſtial day ! 

O may it come—and come apace, 
And viſt all the human race! 


Then ſhall the Goſpel tr umpet blos ' 
Then ſhall the ifles their Saviour know! 
Then hail the poor, the lame, the 1e blind, 
A full ſupply in Jeſus find, 


Le 
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Let us, my Neighbour, now begin, 
To rife above the power of ſin; 
To ſhew the light which we enjoy, 
The Lord of life to glority.— 


Sov'reign of all the worids above, 

And worlds below; thou God of loye! 
O hear the whole creation pray 
And groan for this delightful day, 


SECTION xf. 
Df n and Manner of their Clare: Meetings, Cons. 


ferences and A /Jociations. | 


Neighb. THAT 1s Thee Deſign of their Church- 
meetings ? 

Bapt. To inſpect and ro manage their church affairs, 

N. What affairs have they to manage; 

B. Such as neceffary expences—ſettling diſputes, 
and difficulties —confſideration of candidates 107 baptiſin 
and ftellowſhip—reprovins diſorderly members—the 
ſtate of the poor, the ſick, the perſecuse d to give and 
to receive intelligence which concerns ge church, or 
individuals—how they can beſt promote the glory of 
God and the good of mankind, In ſhort, any thing, 
either temporal or ſpiritual, which ſcems calcu! ated tO 
do good, or to prevent evil. 

N. How do they raife the money ? 1 

B. By voluntary ſubſcription, The ey have no laws 
to compel. | 

N. Is not this very irregular, and re <times inade- 
quate? 


B. when it is both; but this cannot be help- - 
| eds: 
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ed, without ſomething like coercion ; which they ut- 
terly abhor. | 
V. How do they determine on any Wales in which 
there is a difference of opinion! ? 
ro Generally by a majority of votes. 
. Do they admit the women to vote as well as _ 
men! ? 
F. Admit! who lis a right to prohibit them? 44 Male 
and Female are all one in Chriſt Jeſus.” Some have 
attempted to reſtrain Them years back; but I think not 
late. 
VN. How do they deal with disorder members? 
B. According to the nature of the crime. Perſonal 
treſpaſſes, as taught, Matt. xviii. 15—17. Tranſgreſ- 
ſions more directly againſt God, are laid before the 


church, and it judges, reproves, reſtores, or expels, ac- 


cording as evidence appears. 

N. Do they inflict any penance, or corporal puniſh- 
ment on offenders? 

B. No; the idea of that they abominate ! Their 
weapons are not carnal. 

N. Have they invariably a certain cenſure for a cer- 
tain crime? 

B. No; the temptation, the temper manifeſted by 
the offender, and other circumſtances, frequently alter 
the caſe very materially. Sins of infirmity, and ſins of 
obſtinacy, call for different tr eatment, e the acti. 
ons may be the ſame. 

N. What are the ends they have in view by their 
diſcipline ? 

B. The glory of God; the nfiradtion. purity, and 

peace of the church; the deſtruction of fin, and the 
recovery of the ſinner: 
VN. Would to God that this had been the manner and 
the intention of all the religious diſcipline in all ages 
Of . ; how happy then had manga been! 
| But 
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But if any caſe occur, which the church cannot deter— 
mine, how do they act then? 

B. Put it off to another time, and endeavour to ob- 
tain further information. Sometimes they refer the 
matter to the Conference. | 
N. What becomes of the member, while his matter 
is put off? is he in the church or out of it? 


B. In the church, but ſuſpended from church privi— 


leges, till the affair is cleared up to the church's fat; il 
faction. 5 

N. Do all the Baptiſts allow of ſuch ſuſpenſion ? 

B. They ſome of them diſallow of it in principle; but 
I fancy they all allow of it in practice. 


N. What can n they act contrary to their own prin- | 


ciples : ? 
B. They are ſometimes conſtrained to do the things 
which they allow not; yet they do not allow themſelves 


to live in ſin; but of two evils to prefer the leaſt, when 
it 1s neceilary to do one. 


N. Refer it to the conference, you ſay: what do you 
mean by the conference ? 

B.A company of men, who meet at appointed 
ſeaſons, to confer on the difficult concerns of the 
Churches. 

V. Who are the perſons who conſtitute the confer. 
ence * 


B. Thoſe members of the ce who ſuſtain an 
office; ſuch as miniſters and deacons; and others whe 


are ſent by the churches in ſpecial caſes. 

N. Where is their conference held ? 
B. It moves from church to church, ſo mt. it goes 
round in about two years. 

N. How is the expence defrayed ? 


B. Every church bears the expence, when it enjoys 


the privilege of it's company. 


V. A 


| 
* 
1 
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N. Is not this very irr egular ? 

B. Very much ſo. It is in contemplation to alter 
this. | 

NM. What is the leading deſign of the conference! ? 

B. The ſupport and the furtherance of religion, in 
| principle and praQtice. They meet to confer with each 
other on ſubjects of difficulty, that the beſt judgment 
poſſible may be formed—to aſſiſt by mutual inſtruction 
and encouragement—to watch and to warn againſt 
errors in doctrine and life—to conſider the neceſſity or 
utility of any expenſive propoſition, and to repreſent 
the general opinion to the ſeveral churches—to appoint 
the ſupply of preachers where miniſters may be wanted, 
removed, ſick, or dead. In fine, to deliberate on any 
ſubject which concerns any particular church, or the 
connection at large, 

N. Is there any preaching at the conference] ? 

5 - Ves; always one ſermon, and ſometimes two. 

N. How is the conference conducted? 

B. Much like their church-meetings, though often 
more ſaid and leſs done. — The following is an epitome 
of their rules, taken out of their conference book. 

1. The moderator to open the meeting with prayer. 

2. The caſes to be conſidered, muſt be preſented to 
the moderator in writing, and by him to the conference. 
'That unwritten caſes be not attended to till all thoſe in 
writing are finiſhed, nor then without the conſent of 
the major part of the conference, 

The moderator to prevent, or to ſuppreſs all ir- 
regularities, which tend to diforder and confuſion, 

4. The moderator to judge when a ſubje& has been 
| ſufficiently debated, and to put it to the vote, whether 

there ſhall be any more ſaid upon it at that time: which 

ſhall be decided by the majority. 
- "»$, Fen there is an equal number on each ſide, the 
moderator to decide it by having a Calting vote. 
„ d, "Tae 
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6. The moderator to chooſe a ſcribe, that he may 
be at liberty to attend to the affairs of the conference. 
7. The moderator ſhall alk every miniſter his opini— 


on of the ſermon which has been preached ; as alſo the 


giving out of the hymn and the prayer ; that they may 
make: thcir free remarks on both, with reſpect to matter 
and manner, | 

8. The miniſter of the church, where the conference 
is held, o be the moderator for that time. 

9. The merabers from the church, that is to have the 
next conference, to nominate the miniſter who is to 
preach at it. 

N. Are theſe rules punctually regarded py them? 

B. No; they had uſed to be read every quarter of 
a year, but now perhaps ſcarcely known by ſome ot the 
members of the conference: what you mult gather from 
them is a kind of general idea. 

N. Is the concluſion of conference binding on 
churches or on individuals? 

B. No; they mean no more than opinion and ad- 
vice : the parties concerned are free to judge and to 
act for theinſelves, according to the bias of their own 
minds. 

VNV. If the matter ſtill remain undetermined. how do 
they act then; 

B. Sometimes they refer the cafe to the Annuil Al- 
ſoclation. 


N. Aſſociation! what do you mean by that? 

B. A kind of general conference of all the confer- 
ences of all the branches of the whole connection, 
which is holden once a year; ſometimes in one part, 
and ſometimes in another part of the kingdom, and 
ſometimes in London. 

N. Has the aſſociation authority to ſettle diſputable 
points, and to ſhut up the buſineſs for ever ? 

. B. No; 
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B. No; it has no more authority than the confer- 
ence; the churches are all independent. They only 
aſk advice; they do not eſteem it a tribunal. 

N. What becomes of difficult caſes atter this ? 

B. They commonly drop here, and the parties think 
and act on their own opinion, 

NV. What is the utility of theſe conferences and aſſo- 
ciations, if they cannot ſettle theſe difficulr caſes ? 


B. The utility of them is very great in many points 


of view; and though there are ſome intricate, myſte- 


rious, obſtinate caſes, which are obliged to be given up; 


theſe are but few, in compariſon of the many important 
caſes, which are inveſtigated and treated fo clearly as to 
completely ſatisfy contending parties, or heſitating 


chuiches. Beſides, theſe meetings are of great uſe (and 


might be of greater, were they better conducted) in 
gaining an acquaintance with the remoteſt miniſters 
and congregations, with their reſpective ſtates, through 
the W connection, and of cementing in one common 


Chriſtianity and friendſhip, the ſupporters of the Ge- 


neral Baptiſt intereſt in the whole kingdom, 


N. 1 mult confeſs, Jam pleaſed with the account you 


give of this people. Throughout the whole of their 


principles and practice, they ſeem to be ſo reaſonable, 


% candid, and fo ſcriptural, that I cannot but heartily 
"a them, “ God ſpeed,” 


Go on, ye ſervants of the Lord, 
Sell keep the narrow way; 
Rely upon your Saviour's word, 

And all his will obey. 


Eternal wiſdom, power and love, 
Engage for your ſupport, 

To bring you to the houſe above, 
To God your Father's court. 


Your 
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Your eyes are open to behold 
The truth without diſguiſe ; 
Lenin, by the Promile, to be bold, 
And, by the Precept, wile, 


Forget the things which are behind, 
And after Jeſus prels : 

Let thoughts of glory fill your mind, 
Till glory you pellets, 


While others treat on things divine, 
Or ot the Saviour talk ; 
Let Jeſus in your conduct ſhine, 
And preach him in your walk, 


As pillars in the houſe of God, 
Be faithful to your truſt : 

And when you die, your bleſt abode, 
Shall be among the juſt, 


— 


SECTION XI. 
Wenn on the Lord Hay, and the 2 -Prayer. 
Neigh: 1 \ THAT 40 the Hrptilts think of the sab. 
bath-day ? 


Bapt. Their thoughts on this ſubject are various and 
unſettled. I believe they in general think that the 


Jewiſh ſabbath is aboliſhed, yet that there are many 


reaſons for obſerving a day to the Lord ; though not 


with that ſtrictneſs and ceremony with which the Jews 
obſerved their ſabbath. 


N. Why do they think that the Jewiſh ſabbath is 


aboliſhed ? 
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B. 1. Becauſe they think it was a ſnadow of things 
to come, or of the Golpel diſpenfation, Gal. iv. 9—11. 
Col. ii. 14—17. and it now has received it's accom- 
pliſhment. 
2. They think all days alike in their own nature, 
Rom. xiv. 5—7. and that the ſanity of the ſeventh 
day was only ceremonial, and ſuited to the Jews in their 


civil and religions capacity. It doth not appear that f 


it was ever given to other nations in the manner that 
it was to them, or for the like intention; if it were 
N to other nations at all. See Deut. v. 15. 

z. The Chriitians, in the New Teſtament, are never 
en to obſerve it, nor blamed for the negle ct of it: 
and when we conſider how many Gentiles were convert- 
ed, and wanted inſtruction on every divine ſubject, and 
that nothing is ſaid to them on the ſabbath- day 330-16 
2 ftrong pr elumptive argument! in favo our of it's aboli- 
tion. 


+. Chriſtians ſo generally obſerving the firſt day, in- 


ſtead of it, ſtrongly ſuppoles that the ſeventh is laid aſide: 
if this be not the caſe, they {in in a double ſenſe. 

R. How do they fin 1: 1a double ſenſe, who obſerve 
the firſt day inſtead of it : 

B. In working on the day which God has fork Wen; 
and in reſting on that ay which he has appointed for 
labour. 

A. Then oh do they ters a day of reſt at all > 
B. I. It appears reaſonable, perhaps neceſſary, that 
ſome portion of time ſhould be ſet apart for the 
ſervice and ſolemn worſhip of God; that he may be 
remembered, acknowledged, and praiſed, in a public 
and regular manner by his rational creatures. 

©, 1 ke comfort of man and of beaſt; to be relieved 
from the inceſſant toil of daily labour. Confidered in 


aà civil ſenſe, it is a great good, to the commonalty 


eſpecially. Life would be a burden indecd, were there 
5 no 
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no intervals of reſt. This gives them an opportunity 
to improve the means of grace, that they may have tlie 
comforts of religion 8 85 and 4 world of happitiet IS ut 
laſt. 

3. The great God reſting from his labour; is a reaſon 
as great now as it was when it was at firſt urged, Gen. 
ii. 2, 3. for aught we can ſee; and it being given as 
a reaſon again to the Iſraelites, ſtrengthens the argue 
ment. | | 

4. It is apprehended that thoſe, who plead for the 
non-obſervance of a day to the Lord, ſeldom do it from 
a pr inciple of duty to God, but from ſome motive which 
it is feared is carnal ; to gratify a careleſs, covetous, 
worldly temper. 

5. If there be no regular time ſet apart for reſt from 
labour, and the exerciſes of religion, how and when 
muſt the bleſſed and glorious Goſpel be preached to, 
and heard by poor periſhing ſinners; who tew of them 
can read, and fewer can underſtand the things ot God, 
without the miniſtry of the word? 

6. Chriſtians find, by experience, that they cannot 
ſerve God and mammon. If their minds are not releaſ- 
ed from worldly affairs, their hearts become cold, and 
hard, and dead to God. They feel in their own expe- 
rience the importance, and the neceſſity of frequent 
opportunities to wait on the Lord ; and they kuow: that 
it _ be the ſame with others. 
F. There is a reſt which ſtill remains to the people 
of Gol, Heb. iv. 7—11. The glorious and eternal 
reſt in heaven. This had need often be thought of 
and prepared for. We had need fear, leſt through 
ſloth, carnality, unfaithfulneſs, or cold indifferency, 
we ſhould any of us come ſhort of that reſt. 
VN. If God reſted the ſeventh day, and ſanctified it as 
— reſt to man in a ſtate of innocency, and again com- 
| manded 


— 
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manded it to Iſrael, with an awful remember, what rea- 
ſon can be given for changing it to another day ? 

B. . Necunld our Lord, his Apoſtles, and the primi— 
tive Chriſtians have given us the example ; probably to 
lead us to commemorate an event oi more glorious im- 
portance to finners, chan that of the creation of the 
world : that 1s, 'The reſurrection of Chriſt from the 
dead! 

On this day Tefis appeared to his Diſciples, John xx, 
19 26. 

On this day it is believed the Holy Ghoſt was given, 
and three thouſind fouls converted and baptized, Acts 11. 

On this day the Vitciples met to break bread, Acts 
+ he Pp 

On this day they made their collections for the poor 
Saints; i Cor. Xvb 15.2, 


On this day the Apoitle John received his revelation, 


Rev. 1. Oz. IOs 


2. Becauſe all days are alike in their own nature, and 


as the civil magiiuate has ſet apart this, therefore it is 


right to be obſerved. This has conſiderable weight 


with ſome. 


3. Becauſe it is a thing of good report. There are 
many people, who los on it to be as facred as the [ew- 


iſh ſab-arh was to them, and are greatly {crumbled when 
they ſee perio: is prozelfing godlineſs pay but little at- 


tention to the Loru's-Uy.—'Vhoſe perſons, who think 


this a poor reaſon, I could with to read carefully Rom. 


xiv. and 1 Cor. viii. Meat (faith the Apoltle, and 
ſo we may ſay Days) commendeth us not to God: for 
neither, if we eat, are we the better; neither, if we eat 
not, are we the worſe, But take heed leſt by any means 


this liberty of yours become a Lumbling: block to them 
that are-weak.”? 

It is thought by ſome 1 men, that there arc 

ſome General Baptiſts of conſiderable abillties, who do 


more 
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more hurt to the cauſe of religion, by their inattention 
to the Lord's-day, than all the good they do in other 
reſpects can counterbalance—who are a ſtanding ſtig— 
ma to the cauſe they eſpouſe, through this licentious 
conduct. How awful! This has been a grief to many. 
But diſcipline in this caſe is not very clear. 

N. I confeſs it has been injurious to me; I did not 
know that the Goſpel gave fo much liberty as | now 
diſcover : 1 thought the fourth command applied to 
the Lord's-day with the ſame force as to the Jewiſh. 
ſabbath. Herein I ſee my mittake, but I feel for thoſe 
who are ſtill in bondage, We had not need lay a ſhadow 
in their way, for they take it for a ſubſtance; and while 
that is the caſe, it is a ſubſtance to them, —How do they 


think the Lord's-day ſhould be obſerved ? 


B. 1. As a day of reſt from labour, from carnal gra- 
tifications and worldly amuſements: that the anima! 
ſpirits may be invigorated, and the mind releaſed from 


en things, and prepared for, 


2. The worſhip of God, in our families, and in the 
public ordinances which he has been pleaſed to appoint. 


That we may improve in knowledge and grow in grace, 


and hereby be fitted to anſwer the main ends of our 
creation—to glorify God, and to enjoy him for ever, 
N. Do they allow of no worldly buſineſs 9 done 
on this day in any caſe whatever? 
B. Yes; they think it lawful to do good on any day. 


Works of neceſlity, of charity, and of mercy, they can 
attend to without difficulty. They know, that even“ the. 


ſabbath was made for man, and not man for the fab 


bath,“ Mark it. 27. But all worldly things which can 


as well be done on another day, they think it is wrong, 


a ſhame to do on the Lord's-day ; either by themſelves, 


their children, or their ſervants. —They abhor the com- 
mon practice of cleaning knives, ſhoes, getting in hay, 


ö Pulling turneps, cleaning a whole week's dung out of 


their 
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their ſtables, ſending their ſervants on errands, &c. on 
this day, which is ſet apart for holy reſt, for holy wor- 
ſhip. 

N. I am glad to hear they have this opinion of the 
Lord's day, and make a point to obſerve it in this 
manner. Although we are releaſed from it as a yoke 
of bondage, we ought not to uſe our liberty for an o0c- 
caſion to the fleſh, but by love to ſerve one another. It 
ſeems to me great preſumption to fly in the face of the 
practice of jeſus Obriſt and his Apoſtles—of the civil 
magiſtrate—and of weak, or prejudiced, or uninformed 
Chriſti: ins, to gratify ourſelves, out of an idea of Chriſ- 
tian Liberty, 


N. Do they uſe the Lord's-Prayer in their public 
worſhip? _ 

B. Not in common, beeauſe they think that Chriſt 
did not intend it as a form, hut as a directory. 

N. What do they give as reaſons for this opinion? 

LD. I. Lis own words: ““ After this manner there- 
fore pray ye,“ Matt. vi. 9. Not that he intended they 
ſhould uſe thoſe very words, but pray in this compre- 
henſive manner, 

2. He gives it as a „ to bis Diſciples concern- 
ing ſecret prayer, and not public, or congregational. 

3. It ſcems fitted for that particular time, by the 
words, * Thy kingdom come,”” which was juſt then 
making 11's APPERTANCE: 

4. This is further apparent from there bole no men- 
tion of jeſus Chriſt as mediator, which was afterwards 
enjoined, John Xxiv. 133 14. Ni. 23,26 

5. We do not find that the Apoſtles ever made uſe 
of this prayer in all the New Tellamenty « or taught it to 
the churches. 

6. It ſeems unfit or a | mixed congregation; 3 
unconverted perſons are not, in a 8. ripture ſenſe, the 
children of Soc —thcir father is rather in hell. 

7. To 
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7. To ſome it would be imprecating vengeance on 
themſelves, to aſk to be forgiven as they forgive others ; 
when it is too evident they do not forgive others at all. 
N. I am glad I aſked the queſtion. I have thought 
very meanly of the Baptiſts, becauſe they did not uſe this 
excellent pattern. But their reaſons are very weighty, 
I thank you kindly for the intellfgence which you 
have ſo candidly given me. I have many mote queſ- 
tions to aſk relative to this people ; as their rife—pro- 
oreſs—numbers—pcriecutions—placcs of meeting-—or- 
dinations, &c. &c. but I forbear to weary you with 
theſe at preſent, | 
B. You are perfectly welcome. I feel a particular ſeli- 
city in having it in my poser to gratify my friends and. 
| neighbours. At a future {eaſon, it will be as pleaſing 
to me to anſwer, as it will be to you to ail any queſtions 
which you may think proper to proper, according to the 
beſt information and ability of which I may be bollet led. 
Let us ſee how this will be relimed — T l then 
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MV Grace and truth be our defence, 
To keep us in the narrow way; 

Till Chriſt our Malter call us hence, 
To realms of everlalting day. 


Then ſhall we join | the Church il 
And perfect Fellowſhip enjoy; 

On Heaven's delicious dainties feed, 
And ſce our Jelus, eye to eye.— 


Charm'd with the proſpect, let us run, 
Till to the happy goal we come: 
Soon ſhall we hear him ſay, Well done yy 
And kindly bid us weicome Home, 
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8 da Author having a few ſpare pages, and receiv- 
ing ſome unfavourable intimations, relative to the, 
General Baptiſts, ſince the preceding was ſent to the 
preſs, he takes the opportunity of filling the one with a 
few obſervations reſpecting the other; which he hopes 
may ſerve as a caution to the Baptiſts, and, in ſome 
meaſure, obviate the charges which have been urged 
againſt them. He never pretended to repreſent them 
as perfect, either in doctrine or life, as a flight view of 
the Preface will evince. Perhaps there it no denomi— 
nation of people who are. Yet it is one thing to err 
through infirmity, ignorance, or temptation ; and an- 
other, to err through covetouſneſs, obſtinacy, or choice. 
'The latter of which, he hopes, is far from them as a 
people. Individuals there are undoubtedly in all com- 
munities, who are a diſgrace to themſelves as profeſſors, 
and to the ſociety which they appear to eſpouſe. Per- 
ſons, who are “ enemies to the croſs of Chriſt; whoſe 
end 1s deſtruction, whoſe God is their helly ; and whoſe 
glory is in their ſhame, who mind earthly things,“ 
Phil. iii. 18, 19. But the followers of Jeſus are not 
accountable for the treachery and wickedneſs of every 
Judas, who may creep in among them, and for a ſea— 
ſon fit down at their table. And it is to be obſerved, 
that thoſe members of churches, who act diſorderly, are 
friſt and beſt known in their true character by thoſe 
without. Judas was known to be a traitor by the chief 
Prieſts, who gave him money to betray his Maſter, be- 
fore the reſt of the Diſciples had any juſt cauſe of ſuſpi- 
cion. In their preſence he could appear as devout, and 

full of piety, as the beſt of them, though the poiſon 
of aſps was under his lips.” The Baptiſts cannot treat 

T2 Tas, any 
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leads them to conclude every one innocent, till he 
proves himſelf guilty. They dare not proceed on noiß 

report, and vague ſuſpicion. Proof of miſconduct by 
confeſſion, or credible evidence, is the ground of their 
diſcipline; and from this ground they cannot recede. 
On this account they may be greatly impoſed on for a 
time; and occaſion ſome to think, that they connive 
at, or allow of thoſe things which they abhor and deteſt. 


It is pretty evident, that a great part of the cenſure, 
with which the General Baptiſts have been loaded, has 


originated from this ſource. 'There is one more, which 
it is neceſſary to mention, and eſpecially for the ſake 
of expoſing the wickedneſs of a party concerned there- 
in, and to guard the unwary from the deteſtable ſnare. 
There are ſome men, who take a pride in the height of 
their depravity ; who © ſleep not, except they have 
done miſchief; and their fleep is taken away unleſs 


they cauſe ſome to fall, Prov. iv. 14—16. who bear 
the two main lineaments of their father in the greateſt 


perfection. They firſt do all in their power to tempt ; 
and, ſecondly, ſtrain every nerve to accuſe. The-vir- 
tuous had need to guard againſt ſuch perſons, as they 
would againſt firebrands, arrows, and death. How 
often have we heard of a man being overtaken in a 
fault, and the affair has been blown and thrown into 


every point of the compaſs, till the atmoſphere has 
been agitated with the report of the horrible thing, 


which a General Baptiſt has done! And what has he 


done? Why, through the ſophiſtry and importunity of 
ſome perſon, as above deſcribed, he has, perhaps, much 
againſt his own inclination and intreaty, taken one 
pint more than has done him good! For this he is ſtig. 
matized as a drunkard ! For this the ſociety, and even 
the connection, are defamed, as though they were all a 
company of tipplers. TOTO 


There are alſo ſome generous-hearted men, Who 


urge, on certain occaſions, religious people to drink 
too freely, and prevail to their hurt, without any ma- 
levolence of intention; yet who afterwards will accufe 
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the other for doing that, which they were the ſole oc- 
caſion of. In the courſe of my experience, many caſes 
have occurred, which might ſerve to illuſtrate theſe re- 
marks. Let the Baptiſts then ſtand on their guard, 
and remember, ** the Lord is at hand.” I am ſatiſ. 
fied that they, as a people, do not: I believe they can- 
not bear them that are evil,” Rev. ii. 2. They do 
put away wicked perſons, when they find them out, 
whatever their office, their wealth, their conſequence. 
The principal things, which I have heard as charges 
againſt this people, are—Inattention to the Sabbath 
thinking lightly of Prayer—and denying the Opera- 
tions of the Holy Spirit. It is not likely that five 
thouſand people, of ſuch liberal ſentiments as the Ge- 
neral Baptiſts are, ſhould be exact and uniform in their 
opinion on theſe ſubjects; yet, on the whole, I ma 
venture to ſay, that the charges are not well founded. 
Their thoughts on the Sabbath, or rather on the Lord's- 
day, are given in Set. 12. preceding, to which I muſt 
refer the reader.—I believe they may be in ſome mea- 
fure culpable, in yielding to that for the ſake of others 
which is painful to themſelves. If a poor mother come 
to the ſhop for a little flour, on the Lord's- day, mourn- 
ing that her family has nothing for dinner, and that her 
huſband could not have his laſt week's wages till that 
very morning, it would, to the Baptiſts, be cruel to 
deny her requeſt.— The Hungry muſt have food, the 
Naked muſt have clothing, the Sick muſt have medi- 
eine; and ſome have neither time, nor money, nor li- 
berty, to obtain theſe neceſſaries, at leaſt to the beſt 
advantage, except on the Lord's-day; and if they can- 
not be ſupplied then, their diſtreſs is greatly augment- 
ed. It is an hard heart, which can withſtand the preſ- 
ſing importunity of ſuch perſons, in ſuch circumſtances; 
and it is hard to ſay, how far it is right to withſtand 
them. This, in the ſight of God, might be to * ſtrain 
at a gnat, and ſwallow a camel,” Matt. xxiii. 24. 
1 well know, that the Baptiſts do not approve of their 
people working at their callings, trading for profit, ſet- 
ting apart worldly buſineſs to be done on the oe Ae : 
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day, for the ſake of expence, conveniency, Ke, This 
they generally diſapprove. 

One hint may be of uſe to many, and I with it to 
be well regarded. When worldly buſineſs 1 is neceilary 
to be cone on that day, chooſe a proper part of the day 
to do it in. Riſe an hour earlier on the morning, that 
the buſineſs may be done without intruding on the 
time ſet apart for public worſhip. Some forecaſt to go 
to church, or to chapel, and to be there a little before 
the laſt Amen; and then, to do their other buſineſs, as 
ſoon as ſervice is over. This is an evil of great magni- 
tude, and commonly ſuch as there is little excuſe for. 
Make therefore a point of it, if buſineſs muſt be done, 
to have your buſineſs done firſt; or indeed you ought 


not to be waited on at all, and to be ſharply reproved 
into the bargain. 


With reſpect to Prayer. i can allure the public, that 
they hold it of very great importance, through the 
whole of the Chriſtian Life. A prayerleſs ſoul with 
them is a graceleſs ſinner. They eſteem prayer to God 
an cſpecial duty, an ineſtimable privilege. Vet they 
do not tie themſelves down very cxaQly to forms, and 
Places, and ſeaſons ; perhaps not ſo much as might be 
profitable. You ſeldom find them on their knees in the 
dene or muttering their prayers in the ſtieets; 1t-!] 

many of them, in a manner, pray without ceaſing, and 
In every thing give thanks. Their hearts, | believe, 
are deyoted to the Lord, and their convertation is in 
heaven with him. 

Their thoughts on the importance of Prayer, may 
be gathered from the following quotation, extracted 
from their Aſſociation Letter of 1799 : [he Letter 
now ſubmitted to your conſideration, contains one ſub- 
ject only; 7. e. FamitLy WoESsHIT. For the fake of 
order, os ſhall, 

« 1, Inform you what we mean by Family Worſhip. 

« 2, Endeavour to prove, that. it is an incumbent 
and indiſpenſible duty. 

% 3. Enforce a Practical regard to it. 


N 2 „„ By 
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1. By Family Worſhip, we mean that every family, in 
all the churches to which we belong, ſhould daily, and 
regularly worſhip God together. Let the maſter ſee to 
it that it be periormed.—By worſhip, we mean prayer 
more elpecially ; with this, reading and ſinging may 
tometimes with pleaſure aud profit be united. But 
reading and ſinging may be, and often are performed, 
when we are not worthippins God. — We beſeech you 
to unite with all in vour families, in the ſolemn and in- 
tereſting duty of prayer; and to do this daily.” — From 
this let the candid reader judge, whether the Baptiſts 
think lightly of Prayer. es 


The charge of them denying the Operations of the 
Lioly Spirit, is abundantly confuted, by every public 
raver they pour out to God for his divine aſſiſtance and 
biethng. They are fully convinced, that it is the Lord, 
And the Lord alone, who quickens, who calls, who con- 

verts, who ſanctifies, and who comforts; and that he 
Goth this with the Holy Ghoſt ſent down from Heaven.“ 
In this reſpect they are, I believe, pretty unanimous. 
ut with reſpett to the manner of his influences, they 
may be greatly divided, and much confuſed. It may be 
proper to add, that they look on this to be one of the 
dcep things of God, and therefore they meddle but lit- 
t!:withit. To them it appears rather a ſubject of won- 
der, of prayer, and of praiſe, than of diſcuſſion. They 
alſo believe that this is often abuſed to pernicious pur- 
poſes. That while men contend about what Cz is to 
do, they often neglect what they ſhould perform, and 
ſhelter themſclves under the ſpecious, but ruinous idea, 
that they can do nothing without divine aſſiſtance; and 
therefore they quietly fleep in their fins ; though He, in 
the moſt authoritative manner, commands them to 
„ repent, and to believe the Goſpel,” on pain of eter- 
nal damnation. Mark 1. 15. xvi. 15, 16. On 
Phe letter of their laſt Aſſociation, is particularly on 
the Qperations of the Holy Spirit. — See the Minutes of 
1794. A few extracts from which ſhall cloſe this Ap- 
pendix. . bs | „ 
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The ſuhject, to which we now crave your ſerious 
attention, is the Operations of the Holy Spirit; This in- 
cludes all that God has wrought on the minds of men, 
to qualify for public miniſtrations, to reſtrain from vice, 
to draw to himſelf, to purify the heart, to increaſe and 
to complete the holineſs and happineſs of men, in every 

nation and age of the world. Reaſon unites with Scrip- 
ture in atteſting this moſt ſolemn truth, that ** except 
a man be born again, he cannot ſee the kingdom of 
God,” John iii. 3. 

EY It is natural to obſerve, that if ſuch a change as this 
be produced in the heart of ſuch a creature as man, God 
himſelf muſt work it. Without a power ſuperior to his 
own, he will neceſſarily continue polluted, and a flave 
to fin. As ſoon may the Ethiopian change his ſkin, or 
the Leopard his ſpots, as he that is accuſtomed to do 
evil, could, by his own power, learn to do well. 

Me are poſitively aſſured in the ſacred Oracles, that 
the change which is wrought in the minds of thoſe who 
are converted, is wrought by God himſelf ; and thoſe 
who have experienced this change, aſcribe it to the di- 
vine operation: He that hath wrought us for the ſelf- 
{ame thing 1s God, who alſo hath given unto us the 
earneſt of the Spirit,“ 2 Cor. v., 5. 

« As we are aſſured, from paſſages above referred 
to, that the Spirit of God ſtrives with men, and that 
men have r-//ed and wvexed the Holy Spirit, to their own 
deſtruction; take care that none of you be among the 
unhappy number of thoſe who do it. Remember the 
Spirit of God 1s holy, and all fin is abominable in his. 
ſight. His work is to convince you of fin, to humble 
you for it, and to purity you from it, If you are led hy 
the Spirit, and walk in the Spirit, you are walking in a 
holy conformity to God, in the practice of univerſal ho- 
lineſs. You are bringing forth, in your tempers and 
lives, thoſe fruits of the Spirit, which are in“ all gaod- 
neſs, and righteouſneſs, and truth.” If you are deſtitute 
of theſe, you are vexing the Spirit of God, under a pro- 
feſſion of W to your OWN deſtruttion.“ 


THE END. 
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